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And in that day fball ye fay, Praife the Lord, call upon bis
name, declare bis doings among the people. 1fa. xii. 2. 4.
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70 THE READER.

RN
AN Jigvidious. falf'ehood havmg
]Saearcd in the Oracle of the 2 ,th and tll:
ta¢ of the 27th of JApril 1792, with @
view to hurt my chara&er* ‘anid to dif~
credit and prevent the fale of my 'Nar-
rative, afferting, that I was born in th
Danith - ifland. of" qanta Cruz, ,in ‘the
Weft In)dxe§ 1', it 1. neceflary that,.. is

-,.{hk‘i

Yl Tl AN 3

¥. « Speak of meas am; 1
Nothmg extcnu.ate, nor fet down aught
Inma‘nce —

+ I may now uﬁl fa = :

% Thereisa lu{ in mzn iuz, chzrm ‘cén tame, ,

~ « Ofloudly publithing his neighbour’s fhame;;

“ Oh eagles wings immortal {candals fly,

« But vxmlous aflions are but born and die.”’t

1 London. The County Chronicle, and Weelly
Ad‘cmkx
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this edition, I fhould take notice thereof,
and it is only needful for me to_appeal
to thofe-numerous and: refpe@able per-
fons of chara&er who knew me when I
firft arrived in England, and could fpeak
no language but-thrt-of—Africa*.

Under this appeal, I now offer this edi-
tion of my Narrative to the candid reafler,
. and to the friends of .hmnaﬂi'ty,;hdpingit
Advertifer for Effi, Herts, Kent, Sirry Mid2
ﬁefex, ‘&c, Tuefday, February agthy  3788.~
. Poftfeript. - R T e
- Weare forry the whnt: of room prevents us
from giving place to the favors of GusTAvus
Vassa on the Slave Trade. The zeal of this
worthy Aftican, in favoif of his brethren, would
@o honour to any colour er to any caufe.- -

¥ My friend Mrs. Baynes, formerly Mifs Guerin, at
. Scurnamnion, and many others of her friends. «
John Hill, Efq. Cuftom-houfe, Dublin _ .
Admir .« caeck. T
Admiral George Balfour, Portfinouth. ;
C.rain Gallia, Greenock.. _ § »
MBS' chaw, James-ftreet, Covent-Garden, Leoney
om0 T -
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may ﬂfjll bq the means, i its meafurc, of
thowing the enoermous cruelties practifed
on my fable brethren, and ftrengthening
thc generous | cmulanon now prevailing
in this country, to put.a fpeedy end to
a traffic both cruel and an;ﬁ& T

Edmlmrg;b, j’xme 1792.

.

"LE TTE"R,

B B
,\;,qxp,uqm TiLregk To JounN ’\dox‘rnra.
e o .. Esoq Guascow.

[ AN

"DEAR Sm,' Ce it

Sl

YouRr note of the 3oth ult.] .would
_have anfwered in courfe; but w1 c«l firft to be able
to-inforth you what- 6ape} we haditaken the article
“from which refpelted GusTav us Viagsh. By tiis
w poft; - have fent you d c&:{R’ ‘of the Oracle of
edncxdﬁy the 2 stheiein ‘the laft colunn of the 3d
“page, ytm ‘will figd diesai’«clc from which we in-
a3 ferted
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~ferted the one in the Star of the 27th ult.—1If it be
erroneous, you will fee it had not its origm wi
a5, Asto G. V. I know nothing about hum. .
_After examining the paragraph in the Oracle,
‘which immediately follows the one in queftion, 1
am inclined to believe that the one refpedting G.
V. may have beenfabricated by fome of* the advo-
cates for éontinuin%t_he Slave Trrde, for the pur-
pofe of weakening the force of the evidence brought
againft that trade; for, I believe, if they could,
. hey would ftifle thie evidence altogether.
aving fent you the Oracle, we have fent all
that we can fay about the bufinefs. I am,
' BEAR SIR,
Y our moft humbje Servant, :
777 ALEx. TILLOCH,
Star Office, -5th May, 1792.

s " -

LETTER

From THE Rev. DR. J: BAKER, oF' MaY FAIR
- CHAPEL, LonNDpoN; To M&, GusTAvVUS
Vassa, AT Davip DaLe’s Esq.
GrLascow. '

" DeAr Sir, - , ,
. R ool o
- . I went after, Mr.. Millan (the printer, of
-be Oradle), but he was not at home. - I underftoqd
that an apology would be maﬂc to you, and I-deﬁre:d
t might be a proper one, fuch as would give fair

atistaQlion, and take off-any, difadvantageous im-
. ‘ - preffions

\
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preffions which the paragraph alluded to may have
made. ‘Whecher the matter will bear an action or
not, I do notknow, and have not inquire 1 whether
you can punifh by law; becaufe 1 think it is not
worth while to go to theexpence of a law-fuit, efpe-!
cially if a proper apology is made; for, can any
man that reads your Narrative believe that yon are
nota native of Kfrica? 1 fee therefore no good rea-
fon for not prinung a fifth edition, on account of 3
fca. dalous paragraph in a ncw paper.

remain,

Dzas Siz, :

Y our fincere Friend,

, - J. Baker.
Grofvenor-fireet, May 14, 1792
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To the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and the Commons of
 the Parliament of Great Bri-
" tain. - | -

My Lords and Gentlemen,- -

PE rM1T me with thegreateft deference
end refpect, to lay at your feet the follow-
ing genuine Narrative ; the chief defign
-of which is to excite in your auguft af-
femblies a fenfe of compaffion forthe mi-
feries which the Slave Trade has entailed
on my unfortunate countrymen. By the
horrors of that trade was I firft torn away
from all the tender connexions that were
naturally dear to my heart; but thefe,
through the myfterious ways of Provi-
dence, I ought to regard as infinitely more
than compenfated by the introduction I
have thence obtained to the knowledge
of the Chriftian religion, and of a nation.
which, by its liberal fentiments, its hu-
manity, the glorious freedom of its go-

vernmeat,
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‘wernment; and its proficicricy a art¢:and
feiences, has exalted the dignity of hu-
man nature. o N

" Iarh fenfible I ought to entreat your
pardon for addrefling to you.a work, fo

- wholly devoid of literary merit ; but, as

“the produttion of an unlettered African,

: who is actuated by the hape of becoming

“aninftroment tow?;i'ds the relief of his fuf-

fering countrymen, I truft that ﬁ(t‘bj,d
man, pleading in fuch a.caufe, wWill be a8~
quitted of boldnefs and prefusnption.

May the God of Heaten infpire your
hearts with peculiar benevolence on that
. important day when the queftion of Abo-
lition is to be difcufled, when thoufands,
in confequence of your determination,
are to look for Happinefs or Mifery !
My Lotngand Genresmen
: ogps and GENTLEMEN,

S el et

- "'+ : And devoted humble feevant, . > -

Lo OravsawEqyurawpy

-z GusTAvus Vassa. »

J&{arcb 1789, - Loonbe g

4

a5 - To
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Tothe CHAIRMEN of the COMMIT TEES for
the ABOLITION of the SLAVE TRADE.

Magdalen College, Cambridgs, May 26, 1790,
a GERTLEMEN, ' .
... . T Taxe the liberty, as beitg joined
with you in the fame laudable endeavours to fup-
gort caufe of humanity in the Abolition of the
iave Trade, to recommend to your protc€tion the

. .bearer of thisnote GusTAvUs VAssa, an African;
and to beg the favour of your affiftance to him jin

.. e Tale of this book.

--X am, -with great ref] .
- . (GEBNTLEMEN,. =
Your moft obedient fervant,

P. PECKARD.

KO 2N SRR )

.. Manchefer, Fuly 23, 1790.

TiHomAs WALKER has great-pleafure
in recommending the fale of the NARRATIVE of
GusTAvUs Vassato the friends of juftice and hu-
manity, he.being well entitled to their proettion
and fupport, from the united teftimomies of the
Rev T. Clarkfon, of London; Dr. Peckard, of
Canibridge; and Sampfon and Charles Lloyd,
Efgrs. of Birmingham. S
' , v o Sheffield,
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Sheffield, Auguft 20, 1790.
In confequznce of the recommendation of
Dr. Peckard, of Cambridze; Meflts. Lloyd, of
Birmingham; the Rev. T. Clark{on, of London ;
‘Thomas Wa'ker, Thomas Cooper, and Ifaac Mofs,
Efqgrs. of Manchefter, we beg leave alfo to recom-
_mend the fale of the. NARRATIVE of Gustavus
Vassa to the friends of humanity in the town and
neighbourhood of Shefhield. -
Dr. Brown, Rev. Ja. Wilkkinfon,
Wm. Shore, Efg. Rev. Edw. Goodwin,
Samucl Marfhaﬂ, John Barlow.

Nottingham, Fanuary 17y 1791..

In confequence of the refpetable re-
commendation of feveral g=ntlemen of the firft cha-
ralter, wh> have born teftimony to the good fenfe,
 intelle }ual improvem:nts, and integrity of GusTA-
" vus Vassa, lately of that injured and oppreffid
" clafs of men, the injured Africans; and further
convinced of the juftice of his recommendations,
* ffom our own perfonal interviews with him, we
take the bberty alfo to recommend the faid Gus-
TAVUs VAssa to the protetion and affiftance of

the friends of humanity. ’
*  Rev. G. Walker, F. Wakefield,

John Morris, T. Bolton, :

. Jofeph Rigfby, Re&tor, Thomas Hawk{ley,
St. Peter’s, - Francis Hart, .
Samuel Smith, S. White, M. D.
John Wrighy, - J. Hancock."
ab LET-
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LETTER v
- To Mr. O’BriEN, CARRICKFERGUS,
(Per favour of Mr. GusTavus Vassa.)
Belfaft, December 25, 1791,
DEAR Siwr, ' o
The bearer of this, Mr. GusTAvuys
Vassa, an enlightened African, of good fenfe,
agreeable manners, and of an excellent chara&er,
and who comes well recommended to this place, and
noticed by the firlt people here, goes to-morrow
for your town, for the purpofe of vending fome
books, written by himfelf, which is a Narrative of
his own Life and Sufferings, with fome account of
his native country and its whabitants. He was torn
from his relatives and country (by the more favage
-white men of England) at an early period in life ;
and during his-refidence in England, at which time
I have feen him, during my agency for the Ameri-
can prifoners, with Sir William Dolben, Mr. Gran«
ville Sharp, Mr. Wilkes, and many other diftin-
guithed charalers; he fupported an irreproach-
able charaler, and was a principal inftrument in
bringing about the motion fgr a repeal of the Slave-
A& fbeg leave to introdice him to your notice
and civility 5 and if you can ‘fpare the time, your
introdution of him perfonally to your neighbours
mmay be of effential benefit to him. ,,
Iam,
SIR, .
Your obedient fervant,
THos. Dicees.

LET
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0 LETTER
:To RowLaND WEBSTER, Esq. Stockrom
" (Per favour of MR. GUsTAVUS VAssA.) -
DEear Sig,

P 2

I TAKE the liberty to introduce to yonr
knowledge Mr. GustAvus Vassa, an African
of diftinguithed merit. He has recommendations to
Stockton, and I am happy in adding to the num-
ber. To the principal fupporters of the Bill for
the Abolition of the Slave Trade he is well known ;
and he has, himfelf, been very inftrumental in pro-
moting a plan fo truly conducive to the interefts of
religion and humanity. Mr. Vassa has pub-
lithed a Narrative which clearly delincates the ini-
quity of that unnatural and deftructive commerce ;
and I am able to affert, from my own experience,
that he has not exaggerated in a fingle particular.
This work has been ‘mention in very favourable
terms by the Reviewers, and fully demonitrate
that genius and worth are not limited to country
or complexion. He has with him fome copies for
fale, and if you can conveniently affift him in the

difpofal thereof, you will greatly oblige, '

DeaRr Siz,
Your friend and fervant,

' WiLriaM Epbpis,
- Durbam, Oltober 25, 1792, "

. o .' ‘Hull,



Hull, Novimber 12, 1792.

T HEbearerhereof, Mr. GusTAVUs VAssa, an
African, is recommended to us by the Rev. Dr.
Peckard, Dean of Peterborough, and by many other
very refpetable charalters, as an intelligent and

+upright man; and as we have no doubt but the ac-
counts we have received are grounded on the beft
authority, we recommend him to the affiftance of
the friends of humanity in this town, in promoting
* fubfcriptions to an interefting Narrative of his Life.
p ohn Sykes, Mayor, %1 A. Harrifon, Efq.
homas Clarke, Vicar, Jof. R. Peafe, Efq.
William Hornby, Efq. of Gainfborough.
o LETTER"
To WiLriam HuGHES, Esq, Devizes.

DEear Sir,

WHETHER you will confider my in

- troducing to your acquaintanc e the b.earer of this

letter, 5LAUDAH Equiawno, the enlightened

* Atrican, (or GusTAvus VAssA) as a liberty or

." favour, I fhall not anticipate.

He came recommended to me by men of diftin-

- guifhed talents and exemplary virtue, as an honeft

and benevolent man; and his converfation and

manners as well as his book do more than juftice
to the récommendation. :

.“The attive part e took in bringing about the'mo-
tion fora repeal of the Slave A&, has given him much
celebrity asa public man; and, in allthe varied fcenes
of chequeredlife, through whichhe has paffe?, his pri-
vate charaéterand condu& have becnirreproachable.

His bufinefs in your part of the world is to promote
the fale of hisbook, and is a partof my blfﬁﬂf, asa
friend to the caufe .of humanity, to do all the little

fervices

-t
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Afervice that is in my poor power to a man whoisen-
- gaged in fo noblea caufe as the freedomand falvation
of hisenflaved and unenlightened countrymen.
. The fimplicity that runs through his Narrative
is fingularly beautiful, and that beauty is heightened
_ by the idea that it i true; this is all I fhall fay
a{out this book, fave only that I am fure thofe who
- buy it will not regret: that they have laid out the
, price of it in the purchafe.
- Your notice, civility, and perfonal introdution
1, of this fair minded black man, to your frien@s in
" Devizes, will be gratifying to your own feelings,
- and laying a confiderable weight of obligation on,
DEeAR Sir,
* Your moft obedient and obliged fervant,
o WirLram LANGWORTHY.
Bath, Oftober 105 1793,

.MONTHLY REVIEW FOR JUNE 1489.
: PAGE g5t

WE entertain no doubt of the general

* authenticity of this very intelligent African’s ftory ;

_ though it is not improbable that fome Englifh wri-

. :ter has affifted him in the compilement, or, at leaft,

* the corretion of his book; for it is fufficiently

well-written. The Narrative wears an honeftface ;

and we have conceived a good opinion- of the man,

- from the artlefs manner in which he has detailed

the variety. of adventures and viciffitudes which

have fallen to his lot. His publication appears very

feafonable, at a time when negro-flavery is the

- fublet of public inveftigation; and it feems calcu-

- lated to increafe the odium that has been excited

againft the Welt-India planters, on agcount of the

o ) cruelties
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“cruelties that fome are faid to have exeréifed on
1 ﬂ)ﬁin;l’ﬂavcg,'many inftances of which are here de-
tailed. . ,
¢ The fable author of this volume appears to be a
“very fenfible man; and he is, furely, not the lefs
worthy of credit from being a  convert to Chrifti-

* anity. He isa Methodift, and has filled many pages
“towards the end of his work, with accounts of his
dreams, vifions, and divine influences; but all this,

" fuppofing him to have been under any delufive in-
* fluence, only ferves to convince us that he i3 guided
- by principle, and that he is not one of thofe poor
converts, who, having undergone the ceremonv of
baptifm, have remained content with that portion
only of the chriftian religion ; inftances of which. -
are faid to be almoft innumerable in America and

the Weft Indies. ' '

. GusTAvus Vassa appearsto poflefs a very dif-
* ferent charader; and, therefore, we hieartily with fuc- -
cefs to his publication, which we are glad to fee has
been encouraged by a very refpeftable fubfcription.

-

The GentraL Macazing and TMPARTIAL
Review for JuLy 1489, charatterizes this
Work in the following Terms: o

¢« “This is#%a roundunvarnithed tale’’ ¢ of

- ¢ the chequered adventures of-an African, who early

¢ in life, was tornifrom his native country, by thofe
¢ favage dealers in a traffic difgracetul to humani-
¢ ty, and which has fixed a -ftain on the legiflature
¢ of Britain. The Warrative appears to be written
¢ with much truth and fimplicity. The Authos’s
¢ account of the mannety of the natives.of his own
s ¢ proviuce
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¢ province (Eboe) is interefting and pleafing ; and
¢ the reader, unlefs, perchance he is either a Weft- -
¢ India planter, or Liverpool merchant, will find his
¢ humanity oftenfcverely wounded by the thamelefs
¢ barbarity practifed towards the author’s haplefs
¢ countrymen in all our colonies: if he feel, as he
¢ ought, the oppreffed and the oppreffors will equal‘I{
¢ excite his pity and indignation.  That fo unjutt,
¢ fo iniquitous ' a commerce may be abolithed, is
¢ our ardent with ; and we heartily join in our au-
¢ thor’s prayer, ¢ That the God of Heaven may in~
¢ {pire the iearts of our Reprefentatives in Parlia

“ ment, with peculiar benevolence onthat important
“day when {o interefting a queftion is to be difcuf-
¢ fed; whenthoufands, inconfequence of their deter~
“ mination, are to look for happinefs or mifery !"* -

- . s

L

N. B. Thefe letters, and the Reviewers’ remarks
would not have appeared in the Narrative, were it
mot on the account of the falfe affertions of my
enemies to prevent its circulation. :

- THE kind reception which this work has meg
with from many hundred- perfons, of all denomi-
nations, ‘'demand the. Author’s moft fincere thanks
to his numerous friends; and he moft refpectfully
folicits the favour and encouragement of the can-
did and unprejudiced friends of the Africans.

LIST

. Lo . . . .
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THE LIF]’.‘.OF '
GUSTAVUS VASSA.
———

CHAPTER L

The Author’s gccount of bis country, and their

manners and cxfroms—Adminifiration of juf-
tice—Embrenché — Marriage ceremony, and
public entertainments—Mode of living—Drefs

" —Manufaitures — Buildings — Commerce—=

Agriculture—War and Religion— Superflition
of the natives—Funeral ceremowies of the
priefts or magicians—-Curious mode of difco-

_ wering poifon—Some hints concerning the origin

of the gquthor’s tozqn(rymg, with the opinions
of different writers on thi¥ fubjelt,

I BELIEVE it isdifficult for thofe who pub-

lith their own memoirs to efcape the im-

putation of vanity; nor is this the only dif-

advantage under which they labour; it isalfo

their misfortune, that whatever isuncommon
is rarely, if ever, believed; and what is ob-

vious we are aptto turnfrom withdifguft, and

tocharge the writer with impertinence. Peo-
A

ple
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ple generally think thofe memoirs only wor-
thy to be read or remembered which abound
in great or ftriking events; thofe, in fhort,
which m a high degree excite either admira-
tion or pity: all others they confign to con-
tempt and oblivion. -It is, therefore, I con-
fefs, not a little hazardous, in a private and
obfcure individual, and a ftranger too, thus
to folicit the indulgent attention of the pub-
Jic; efpecially when I own 1 offer.here the
“hiftory of neither a faint, a hero, nor a ty-
_rant. I believe there are a few events in my
life which have not happened to many ; it is
true the incidents of it are numerous; and,
-did I confider myfelf an European, I might
fay my fufferings were ireat'; but, when I
compare my lot with that of moft of my
. countrymen, I regard myfelf as a particular
" faveurite of - Heaven, and acknowledge the
mercies of Providence in every occurrence of
my life. If, then, the following narrative
does not appear fufficiently interrefting to
engage general attention, let my motive be
.fome excufe for its publication. I am not fo
-foolifhly vain as to expe&t from it either im-
mortality or literary reputation. If it affords
any fatisfation to my numerous friends, at
. whofe requetft it has been written, or in the
fmalleft degree promotes the interefts of hu-
manity, the ends for which it was under~
) . taken
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taken will be fy]ly atta ed, and every wily -
of my heart n{hg’ f.n t itgtherefore be re-
‘membered that, in Wlﬂnno to avoid cenfure,
1 do net afpjre to- raife.

That part of Africa known by the- name
of Guinea, to. whxch the trade for.flaves is
camed _on, -éxfend s along‘the coaft above-
34 09 mlles, from.anegal to Angola, and in-
tludes a'variety of kmgd’oms. f thefe the
moft ¢ e is the kingdom of Benin,
both as 1o extent and wealth, the richnefs

d cultivation of the foil, the power of its
&gi ‘and thé number and warlike difpofi-
‘tion of the inhabitants. It js fituated nearly
under the lmc,qand extends alono the coaft
above 170 mlles, but' runs; back mto the in-
terigt rt f Africa, to'a. diftance hitherto, T
“beli v nexplored. by ‘any traveller; .and
fé; ﬁihiated at leno'th by the em-
pn:eo ] ar 1500 mlles from its

x,m;l g ‘?‘j m 1s ,d;vxded into

‘}. ‘;’, ice: 2 in one of the
;!n n‘d Pertxl-e of whrch I was-born,

‘the yéar 1745, fituated in a charming
‘frultful vale, named Eﬁ'aka *. 'The diftance

Seet! " ions-on Voyage;in a feri
leEl fmens S Yoy o i
iStanficHd, n 1 788, pege 71— 1 nevér fawahap ier iace
. of PQOple thmt e oftheRingdom. of - Be.mn, eated in
.qafe %’ enty, the Slhave'Tiradey aand- its unavoidable

ﬁ- sexcepted ; e yery.thingrbare the appearance of
le

ip, ti'anqmlhty, and primiitive independence.” -
RG]
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decided difputes, and puni[ht;lg crimes ; for
which purpofe they always affembled toge-
ther. The proceedings were generally fhort;
and in‘mol{n;afes the law of retaliation pre -
vailed. I remember a man was brought be-
fore my father, and theother judges, %or kid-
napping a boy; and, although he was the
fon of a chief, or fenator, he was condemned
to make recompenfe by a man and woman
flave. Adultery, however, was fometimes
punifhed with{laveryordeath; a punithment,
which'[ believe'is inflied on it throughout

moft of the nations of Africa:* fo facred . -

among them is the honour of the marriage-
bed, and fo jealows are they of the fidelity-of
their wives. Of this I recolle& an inftance,
— A woman was conviéted before the judges
of adultery, anddelivered over, asthe cuftom
was, to her'hufbind to be punifhed. Ac-
cordingly, he determined 'to put “her ‘to
death; but, it being found, juft before her.
-execution, that fhe had an infant at her .
. breaft, and no woman being prevailed on to
periorm the ?art of a nurfe, the was fpared
on accountof the child. The men, however,

- do not preferve the fame copftancy to their
_ wives which they expeét from them ; for
they indulge in a phuratity, though feldom

#-See Benezet’s Account of Guinea throughouts °

S .As:‘ . -ln
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in more than two. Their mode of marriage
is thus:—Both parties are ufually betrothed
when young by their parents (though I have
known the males to betroth themf{glves). On.
this occafion a feaft is prepared, and the
bride and bridegroom ftand up in the midft
of all their frighds, who are aflembled for
the purpofe, while hg declares fhe is thence-
forth to be looke pon as his wife, and that
no perfon is, to pay any addrefles: to her.
This is alfo immediately proclaimed in the
vicinity, on which the bride retires from-the
aflembly. Seme time after fhe is brought,
home to her hufband, and then another feaft-
is made, to which the relations of both par-
- fies are invited: her parents then deliver her
to the bridegroom, accompanied with a
‘number of bleffings ; and at the fame time
they tie round her waift a cotton firing, of
the thicknefs of a goofe,quill, which none
- but married women are permitted to-wear ;
> fhe is now confidered as completely his wife ;
and at this time the dowry is given to the
new married pair, which generally confifts
“of portions of land, flaves, and cattle, houfe-
‘hold goods, and implements of hufbandry.
Thefe are offered by the friends of both -
garties; befides which the parents of the
ridegroomrprefent giftstothofe of the bride,
“whofe property fhe is looked upon before
' marriage ;
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_ marriage ; but, after it, the isefteemed the
fole property of the hufband. The ceremony
being now ended, the feftival begins, which
is celebrated with bonfires, and loud accla-
mations of joy, accompanied with mufic and
dancing. :

‘We are almoft a nation of dancers, mufi-

" cians,and poets. Thus every greatevent, fuch
as a triumphant return from battle, or other
caufe of public rejoicing, is celebrated in
public dances, which are accompanied with
fongs and mufic fuited to the occafion. The
affemblyisfeparated intofour divifions,which
dance either apart or in fucceflion, and each
with a charalter peculiar to itfelf. The firft
divifion contains the married men, who, in
their dances frequently exhibit feats of arms,
and the reprefentation of a battle. To thefe
fucceed the married women, who dance ia
‘the fecond divifion. The young men occupy
the third ; and the maidens the fourth. Each
reprefents fome interefting fcene of real life,
fuch as a great achievement, domeftic em-
ployment, a pathetic- ftory, or fome rural
fport; and, as the fubjettis generallyfound-
ed on fome recent event, it is therefore ever
new. This gives our dances a {pirit and va-
riety which I have fcarcely feen elfewhere.*

- * When I was in Smyrna I have frequently feen the
Grecks dance after this manner.

A g - We
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We have mfiany mufical infiruments, parti-

cularly drums of different kinds, a piece of -

mufic which refembles a guitar, and another
much like a ftickado. Thefe laft are chiefly
ufed by betrothed virgins, who play on them

on all grand feftivals.

As our manners are fimple, our luxuries

are few. The drefs of both fexes are nearly
the fame. It generally confifts of a long piece
of calico, or muflin, wrapped loofely round
the body, fomewhat in the form of a High-
Ja~d plaid. This is ufually dyed blue, which
1s our favourite colour. It is extrafted from.
a berry, and is brighter and richer than any
I have feen in Europe. Befides this, our wo-
men of diftin&tion wear golden ornaments,
which they difpofe with fome profufion on
their arms and legs. When our women are
not employed with the men in tillage, their
ufual occupation is fpinning and weaving
cotton, which they afterwards dye, and
make into garments. They alfo manufa€ture
earthen veﬁ'els, of which we have many
kinds. Among the reft tobacco pipes, made
after the fame fafthion, and ufed in the fanie
manner, as thofe in Turkey.*

*® The bowl is earthen, curiouflyfigured, to which-a
longreed is fixed as a tube.  This tube is fometimes fo

long -

dllf
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Our mannér of living is entircly plain; fop
fisyétthe natives are unacquainted with thofe
refinements i cookery which debaych the
tafte: bullocks, goats,:ard paultry fupply
the greateft:-part of their foad. Thefe con-
#itute likewife the principal wealth of the
country, and the chwef articles of its com’
merce. The flefh is nfually fewed in a pan.
To make it favory, we fometimes ufe alfo
pepper and other {pices; and we have falt
‘made of wood athes. Qur vegetables are
moftly plantains,.eadas, yams, -beans, and
dndian corn. Thehead of the family ufual}y.
wats alone ; his Wives and flaves have -alfp
-their feparate tables. Befare we tafte food,
'we always wafh our hands; indeed our clean-

" inefs.on all occafions is extréme ; but on this

it is an.indifpenfible ceremony. After wath-
-ing, libation is,; made, by pouring out a {fmall
-portion of the.drink onthe floor, and tofling
.a {mail quantityof the food in a certain place,
for the fpirits-of depaited' relations, which
ithe natives firppofe to prefide over their con-
-tatt, and gunard themfrom evil. 'They are

-botally nnacquaintes with firong or {pirituous

)iquo’r_s; and their principal beverage is palm
-wine. “This:is gotfrom a tree of that name,
T T R :

{eng aite bdtbevne bylone; and frequently, out of gran-
deur, by twoboys, el -
- A5 by
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by tapping it at the top, and faftening a large
gourd to it; and fometimes one tree Wil
yield three or four galions in a night. When
juft drawn it is of a moft delicious fweetnefs ;
-but in a few days it acquires a tartith and

. more fpirituous flavour : though I never faw

“any one intoxicated by it. fame tree
alfo produces nuts and oil. Our principal
{uxury is in perfumes; one fort of thefe isan
odoriterous.wood of delicious fragrance; the
other a kind of earth; a {mall portion of
~which threwn into the fire diffufes a moft
powerful odour*. We beat this wood into
powder, and mix it with palm-oil; with
-which both men and women perfume them-
felves. '

In our buildings we ftudy convenience ra-
-fher than ornament. Each matter of a family
‘has a arge fquare piece of ground, furround-
“ed with a moat or fence, orinclofed with a
-wall made of red earth tempered, which,
-when dry, is as hard as briok: - Within this
- are his honfes to acoommodate his familyand
‘{laves; which, if numerous,.frequently pre-

fent the appearance .of a village. In the mid-

. *WhenI wasin Smyrna.Jfaw.the fime kind of earth,
and brought fome of it with me to England; it refembles
mufk in ftrength, but is morg-delicious-in-fcent,. and is
aal unlike the fmell of a rofe. = . e o

A dle
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&k ftands the principal building, appropn
ated to the fole ufe of the mafter, and con
fiting of two apartments in one of which
he fits in the day with his family, the other
is left apart for the reccption of his friends.
He . has befides thefe a diftintt apartment,

" in which he fleeps, together with his mal:

children. On each fide are the apartments of
his wives, who have alfo their feparate day
and night houfes. The habitations of the
flaves and their families are difiributed
throughout the reft of the inclofure. Thefe
houfes neverexceed one floryin height ; they
- are always built of wood, ur ftakes driven in
to the ground, crofled with wattles, and neat-
ly plaf%ered within and without. The roof is
thatched with reeds. Our day houfes are left
open at the fides; but thofe in which we
Aleep are always covered, and plaftered in
the infide with a compofition mixed with
cow-dung, to keep off the different infets
which annoy us during the night. The walls
and floors alfo of thefe are generally covered
with mats. Our beds conhit of a platform,
raifed three or four feet from the ground,
on which are laid {kins, and difterent parts
'of a {pungy tree called plantain. Our co-
vering is calico, or muilin, the fame as our
drefs. The ufual feats are a few logs of
wood; but we have benches, which are ge-
3 ' nerally
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verally perfumed, to accommodate ftrangers
thefe compofe the greater part of our houfe=
+ hold furniture. Houfes fo conftruéted and
furnithed require but little kill toerett them.
Every man 1s a fufficient architet for the
“ purpofe.. The whole neighbourhood afford
their unanimous affiftance in building them,
and, in return, receive and expeét no other
recompenfe than a feaft. :
" As we live in a country where nature is
" prodigal of her favours, our wanfs are few,
and eafily fupplied ; of courfe we have few
manufaétures. They confift for the moft part
pf calicoes, earthen ware, ornaments, and
inftruments of war and hufbandry. But thefe
make no part of our commerce, the princi-
pal articles of which, as I have obferved, are
_provifions. In fuch a ftate money is of little
ufe ; however we have fome fmall pieces of
coin, if I may call them f{uch. hey are
made fomething like an anchor; but I do
. ot remember either their value or denomi-
nation. We have alfo markets, at which [
have -been frequently with my mother.
Thefe are fometimes vifited by ftout, maho-
gany-coloured menfromthe fouth-weft of us:
we call them Oye-Eboe, which term fignifies
- red men living at adiftance. They generally
bring us fire-arms, gun-powder, hats, beads,
and dried fith. The laft we eftecemed a great
. , : rarity,

T
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rarity, as out waters weére only brooks and
fprings. Thefe articles they barter with us
.fgr odoriferous woods and earth, and our
falt of wood-athes. Fhey always carry flaves
‘through our land, but the firifteft account
is exaéted of their manner of procuring them
before they.are fuffered to pafs. Sometimes
indeed we fold flaves to them, but they were
~only prifoners of war, or fuchamong usashad
been convi€ted of kidnapping, or adultery,
and fome other crimes which we efteemed
heinous. This praétice of kidnapping in-
<luces me to think, that, notwithftanding all -
.our ftriGtnefs, their principal bufinefs among
-us was to trepan our people. I remember
too they carried great facks along with them,
which, not long after, I had an opportunity
of fatally feeing applied to that infamous
purpofe. . ‘ -

Our land 1s uncommonly rich and fruit-*
ful, and produces all kinds of vegetables in
-great abundance. We have fplenty of Indian
com, and vaft quantities of cotton and to-
bacco. Our pine apples grow without cul-
ture ; they are about the fize of the largeft’
-fugar-loaf, and finely flavoured. We have"
alfo fpices of different kinds, particularly of
-pepper; and a variety of delicious fruits
which I have never feen in Europe; together
with gums of various kinds, and honey in

: abundance.
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abundance. All our induftry is exerted ta
improve thofe bleflings of nature. Agricul-
ture is our chief «.nployment ; and every one,
-even the children and women, are engaged
in it. Thus we are all habituated to labour
from our earlieft years. Every one contri-
butes fomething to the common ftock ; and,
as weareunacquaintedwithidlenefs, we have
no beggars. The benefits of fuch a mode of
living are obvious. The Weft-India planters
prefer the flaves of Benin or Eboe to thofe of
~ any other part of Guinea, for their hardinefs,
intelligence, integrity, and zeal. Thofe bene-
fits are felt by us in the general healthitgfs
of the people, and in their vigour and atti-
.vity; I might have added too in their come-
linefs. De?ormityi-s indeed unknownamongft
.us, I mean that of fhape. Numbers of the
natives of Eboe, now in London, might be
-brought in fupport of this affertion ; %or, in
Tegard to complexion, ideas of beauty are
‘wholly relative. 1 remember while in Africa
-to have feen three negro children, who were
tawny, and another quite white, who were
-univerfally regarded by myfelf and the na-
tives in general, as faras related to their com-
plexions, as deformed. Our women too
~vere, in my eyes at leaft, uncommonly grace- -
ful, alert, and mvdeft to.a degree of bath-
fulnefs ; nor do I remember to have ever

- beard
LN
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heéard of an inftance of incontinence amongft
them before marriage. They are alfo re-
markably cheerful. Indeed cheerfulnefs and
affability are two of the leading charatter-

iftics of our nation.
- Qur tillage is exercifed in a large plain or
common, fome hours walk from our dwel-
lings, and all the neighbours refort thither
in a body. They ufe no beafts of hufbandry;
,and their only inftruments are hoes, axes,
{hovels, and beaks, or pointed iron, to dig
"with. Semetimes we are vifited by locufts,
which come in large clouds, fo as to darken
the air, and deftroy our harveft. This how-
ever happens rarely, but when it does a fa-
-anine is produced by it. I remember an in-
ftance or two wherein this happened. This
xcommon js oftimes the theatre of war; and
therefore: when our people go out to till
dheir land, they not only go in a body, but
-generally take their arms with them, for
fear of a furprife; and when they apprehend
an invafion, they guard the avenues to their
dwellings by driving fticks into the ground,
-which are {o.fharp at one end as to pierce
‘the foot, and are-generally dipt in poifon.
From what I can.recalleft of thefe battles,
they appear to have been irruptions of one
little ftate or-diftriét on the.other, to obtain
-prifoners or booty. Perhaps they were in-
cited
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tited to this by thofe traders who brought

the European goods I mentioned amongftus.

Such a mode of obtaining flaves in Africa is
common ; and 1 believe more are procured
this way, and by kidnapping, than any
other ¥, Wheén a trader wants flaves, he
applies to a chief for them, and tempts him
with his wares. It is not extraordinary, if
on this occafion he yields to the temptation
with as fittle firmnefs, and accepts the price
of his fellow creature’s liberty with as little
relutance, as the enlightened merchant. .
Accordingly, he falls on his neighbours, and
a defperate battle erfues. It he prevails,
and takes prifoners, he gratifies his avarice
by felling them; but, if his party be van-
quithed, and he falls into the hands of the
enemy, he is put to death: for, as he has
been known to foment their quarrels, itss
thought dangerous to let him furvive; and ne
ranfom can fave him, though all other prifon-
-ers may be redeemed. “We have fire-arms, -
‘bowsand arrows,broad two-edged fwords and
javelins; we have fhields alfo, which covera
man from head to fost. "Al} are taught the
-ufe of thefe weapons. Eveir our womerncare
Avarriors, and march boldly out'tofightalong
* See Benezett's Accountiof Affifica throwugbout. -
: o St Ll with
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with the men. Our whole diftriét is a kind
of militia: On a certain fignal given, fuch as
the firing of a gun at night, they all rife in
‘arms, and rufh upon their enemy. It is per-
haps fomething remarkable, that, when our
people march to the field, a red flag or ban-
ner is borne before them. I was once a wit-
nefs to a battle in our common. We had
been all at work in it one day as ufual, when
our people were fuddenly attacked. Iclimb:
ed a tree at fome diftance, from which I be:
held the fight. There were many womenas.
well as men on both fides; among others my
mother was there, and armed with a broad
fword. After fighting for'a confiderable time
with great fury, and many had been killed,
our people obtained the vi€tory, and took
their enemy’s Chief prifoner. He was carried
off in-great triumph; and, though he offered
a large ranfom for his life, he was put to
death. A virgin of note among our enemics
had been flain in the battle, and her arm was
expofed in our market-place, where our
trophies were always exhibited. The {poils
were divided according to the merit of the
warriors. Thofe prifoners which were not
fold or redeemed we kept as flaves: but,
how different was their condition from that
of the flaves in the Weft Indies! With us
shey do no more work than other memberz_
. o
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of the community, even their mafter. Their
food, cloathing, and lodging, were nearly the
fame as theirs, except that they were not
permitted to eat with thofe who were free
born ; and there were fcarce any other dif=
ference between them than a fuperior degree
of importance which the head of a family
poflefles. in our ftate, and that authority
which, as fucn, he exercifes over every part
of his houfehold. Some of thefe flaves have
even flaves under them, as their own pro-
perty, and for their own ufe.

As to religion, the natives believe that
there is one Creator of all things, and that he
lives in the fun, and is girded round with'a
belt, that he may never eat or drink ; but
according to fome, he fmokes a pipe, which
is our own favourite luxury. They believe
he governs cvents, efpecially our deaths or
captivity ; but, as for the dottrine of eterni-
ty, I do not remember to have ever heard of

~ it: fome however believe in the tranfmigra-
tion of fouls in acertaindegree. Thofe {pirits,
which are not tranfmigrated, fuch as their
dear friends or relations, they believe always
‘attend them, and guard them from the bad
{pirits of their focs. For this reafon, they al-
ways, before eating, as I have obferved, put
fome fmall portion of the meat, and pour
e
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fome of their drink, on the ground for them;
and they often make oblations of the blood of
beafts or fowls at their graves.” I was very
fond of my mother, and almoft conftant?{
with her. When fhe went to make thefe
oblations at her mother’s tomb, which was a
kind of fmall folitary thatched houfe, I fome-
times attended her. There fhe made her
- libations, and fpent moft of the night in cries
- and lamentation. I have been often ex-
tremely terrified on thefe occafions. The
lonelinefs of the place, the darknefs of the
night, and the ceremony of libation, naturally
awful end gloomy, were heightened by my
mother’s lamentations; and thefe concurring
‘with'the doleful cries of birds, by which thefe
places were frequented, gave aninexpreffible
terror to the fcene. o
We compute the year from the day on
which the fun crofles the line ; and,-on its
fetting that evening, there is a general fhout
« throughout the land; at leaft I can fpeak from
my own knowledge throughout our vicinity.
~ "The people at the fame time make a great
noife with rattles not unlike the bafket rat-
tles ufed by children here, though much
Tlarger, and hold up their hands to heaven for
a blefling. It is then the gresictt offerings
are made; and thofechildren whom our wife
[N ‘ . N - © men
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‘men foretel will be fortunate are then pre-
fented to different people. Iremember many
ufed to come to fee me, and I was carried
about to others for that purpofe. They have
many offerings, particu arlg' at full moons,
generally two at harveft, before the fruits are
taken out of the ground: and, when any
young animals are killed, fometimes the
offer up part of them as a facrifice. Thele
offerings, when made by one of the heads of
a family, ferve for the whole. I remember
we often had them at my father’s and my
uncle’s, and their families have been prefent.
Some of our offerings are eaten with bitter
herbs. We had a Fayin among us to any
one of a crofs temper, ¢ %hat if they were to
be eaten, they fhould be eaten with bitter
herbs.’ . o
We praftifed-circumcifion like the Jews,:
and made offerings of feafts on that occafion
in the fame manner as they did. Like them
alfo our children were named from fome
event, fome circumftance,or fancied forebod-
ing, at the time of their birth. I was named
Olaydak, which,'in our language, fignifies vi-
ciffitude, or fortunate alfo; one favoured, and
having a loud voice, and well fpoken. I re-
member we never polluted the name of the
ebjett of our adoration ; on the contrary, it
) was
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was always mentioned with' the greateft re-
verence ; and we were totally unacquainted
with fwearing, and a]l.thofe terms of abufe
and reproach which find their way fo readily
and copioully into the language of more ci-
vilized people. The only expreflions of that
gind T remember- were, ¢ May you rot, or
¢ may you fwell, or may a beaft take you.
. Iagave before remarked, that the natives
of this part of Africa are extremely cleanly.
This neceflary habit of decency was with us
a part of religion,and therefore'we had many
‘purifications and, wathings ; indeed almoft as
many,and ufed on the fame occafions, if my
regolleftion does not fail me, as'the Jews.
“Thofe that touched the dead at any time
were obliged to wath and purify themfelves
%é@r.e.lhey could cater, 2. dwelling-houfc.
very 'woman too, it cerfain times, was for-
Dbidden @..ch‘nﬁr into ‘a’_dwelling-houfe, or
Youch any -perfon, or any ‘thing we eat. - I
'was fo fond of my mother I could not keep
from her, or avoid touching her at fome of
thofe perieds, in confequence of which I was
obliged to be kept out with her, in a little
houfe made for that purpofe, till offering

'Was made, and then we were purified.
N ..'rhough we had no places of public wor-
fhip, we had priefts and magicians, or wife
I men.
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men. I do not remember whether they had
different offices, or whether they were united
in the fame perfons, but they were held in
great reverence by the people. They calcu-
Iated our time, and foretold events, as their
name imported, for we called them Ah-affoe-
~ way-cah, whichfignifies calculators, oryearly
men, our year being called Ah-affoe.” They -
- wore their beards; and, when they died,
. they were fucceeded by their fons.” Moft of
their implements and things of value were
“interred along with them. lgipes and tobacco
were alfo. putinto the grave with the corpfe;
which was always perfumed and ornament-
~ ed; and animals were offered in factifice to
‘them. None accompanied their funerals, but
. thofe of the fame profeffion or tribe. Thefe
buried them after funfet, and always return-
‘ed from the grave by a different way from
‘that which they went. =~~~ . .
- Thefe magicians weére alfo our dotors o
phyficians. 'They pradtifed bleeding by cup-
" . ping, and were very fuccefsful in healin
wounds and expelling poifons. They ha;?
likewife fome extraordinary method of dif-
covering jealoufy, theft, and poifoning; the
fuccefs of which no doubt they derived from .
. the unbounded influence over the credylity
and fuperftition of the people. ‘I do not re-
: - T -+ member



[ 23 1
member what thofe methods were, except
that as to poifoning. I recolleét an inttance
or two, which I hope it will not be deemed
impertinent here to infert, as’it may ferve as
a kind of {pecimen of the reft, and is ftill
ufed by the negroes in the Weft Indies. - A
young woman had been poifoned, but it was
not known by whom; the do€tors ordered the
corpfe to be taken up by fome perfons, and
carried to the grave. As foon as the bearers
had raifed it on their fhoulders, they feemed
feized with-fome* fudden impulfe, and ran
toandfro’, unable to ftop themfelves. Atlaft;
after having paffed through a number of
thorns and prickly bufhes unhurt, the corpfe
fell from them clofe to a houfe, and defaced
it in the fall: and the owner being taken up,
he immediately confefled the poifoning %h :

® Seealfo Lieut. Matthew’s Voyage, p. 123.
+ An inftance of this kind happene«f at l\iomfemt,*
ip the Weft Indies, in the year 1763. I then belonged to
the thip Charming Sally, Capt. ngxg;n.--Thechie mate,
Mr. Mansfield, and fome of the crew being one day on
fhore, were prefent at the burying of a poifoned negro
girl. Though they had often heard of the circumftance
of the running in fuch cafes, and had even feen it, they.
imagined it to be a trick of the corpfe bearers. The
mate therefore defired two of the faiﬁm to take up the
coffin, and carry it'to the grave. The failors, who were
- all of the fame opinion, readily obeyed; but they had
: fearcely
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- ‘The natives are extremely cautious ab&ut
- poifon. Whentheybuy any eatable, the feller
Eiﬂ'es it all round before the buyer, to fhew
him it is not poifoned ; and the fame is done
when any meat or drink is prefented, parti-
cularly to a ftranger. 'We have ferpents of
different kinds, fome of which are efteemed
ominous when they appear in our houfes, and
thefe we never moleft. I remember two of
thofe ominous fnakes, each of which was as
thick as the calf of a man’s leg, and in colour
refembling. a dolphin in the water, crept at
different timies into my mother’s night-houfe,
_wherel always lay with her,and coiled them-
felves into folds, and each time they crowed
like a.gack: I was defired by fome of our
wife men to toach thefe, that I might be in-
terefted in.the good omens, which I did, for
they are quite harmlefs, and would tamely
fuffer them{elves to be handled ; and then

Rarcely raifed it ito their fhoulders before they
to run furioufly about, qnite unable to dire& themfelves,
tillat lat, without intetition, they came to the hut of him
. who had-poifoned the girl. "Fhe'cdffin then immediately
fell from the'r fhoulders againft the hut, and damage
part of the wall. The owner of the hut was taken into
cuftedy on this,and confefled the poifoning,—1I give this
flory as‘it wds related by the mate and crew on their re-
tarn to-the fhip. The credit which is dye to it I leave
with the reader,
o they

~ Ta
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they weve put into a large opén easthen pah,
and fe¢ on cne fide of the high-way. . Some
of our nakes, however, were poifonous.. Ode’
of them croffed the road one day as I was
ftanding on it, and paffed between my feet,
-without' offering to touch me, to the great
{urprile of many who faw it ; and the{e inci-
dents were accounted, by the wife men, amd
likewife by my mother and the reft of the
people, as remarkable omens in my favour.
Such is the imperfe& ketch my memory
has furnithed me with of the manners and cufe
"toms of the people among whom I firft drew
my breath. And here I cannot forbear fug-
gelting what has long ftruck me very forcibly,
namely,the ftrong analogy which even by this
fketch, imperfe& as it is, appears to prevail
in the manners and cuftoms of my country-
men;and thofe of the Jews, before they reach-
ed the Land of Promife, and particalarly the
patriarchs, while they were yet in that paftoral
ftate which is defcribed in Genefis—an ana-
logy which alone would induce me td. think
that the one people had fprung from the
other®. Indeed this is the opinion of Dr.
Gill, who, in his Commentary on Genefis,
very ably deducesthe pedigree of the Africa:f)s
* See 1 Chron. i. 33. Alfo iion
of the Bible @n the fa?ge verfe.Mn Browa's Dt&nonafy
T B from
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. from Afer and Afra, the defcendants of Abea-

: harh by Ketarah his wife and concubine, (for
- both thefe titles are alr'plicd to her). Itisalfo

conformable to the fentiments of Dr. John
Clarke, formerly Dean of Sarum, in his Truth
of the Chriftisn Religion: both thefe authors
concur in afcribing to us this original. The
‘reafonings of thofe gentlemen are ftill further

- confirmed by the Scripture Chronology of the

.Rev. Arthur Bedford; and, if any further
~corroboration were required, this refemblance

- in{fo many refpects, isa ftrong evidence in fup-
~port of the opinion. Like the Hraelites in their
: grimit‘ive ftate, our government was conduéted

. by our chiefs, our yudges, our wife men, and

"the fame occafions as they had, |

elders; and the head of a family with us en~
.Joyed a fimilar authority over his houfehald
-with that which is afcribed to-Abraham and
_the other patriarchs. The law of retaliacion
-obtained almaft univerfally: with us as with
Ithem: and even their religion appeared to have
fhed upon us a ray of its glory, though broken
and fpent in its paflage, or eclipfed by the
_cloud with which time, sraditian, and ignorance
_mighg have enveloped it; for we had our cir-
. cumcifion (a rule I believe, peculiar to that
- people) : we had alfo our facrifices and burnt-
offerings, our wathings and purifications, on

As
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. As to the difference of colour betwegn, the
Eboan Africans and. the modern Jews, I fhalt
not prefume to account for it. It is a fubject
which has engaged the pens of men of both
_genius and lcamin%t, and is far above my
ftrength. The moft able and Reverend Mr.
T. Clarkfon, however, in his much-admired

. Effay on the Slavery and Commerce of the
Human Species, has afcertained the caufe in
a manner that at once folves every objeétion
on that account, and, on my mind at leaft,
‘has produced the fulleft ,conv,i&ioni' 1 fhall

. therefore refer to that performance for the
theory *, contenting myfelf with extralting a

falt as related by Dr. Mitchel ¢. < Thé Spa-

¢ niards who have inhabited America under

« the torrid zone for any time, are become

¢« as dark coloured as our native Indiaps

¢ of 'Virginia, of which'I myfelf have been a
¢ witngfs. There is alfo another iaftance J

« of a Portuguefe fettlement at Mitomba, a

¢« river in Sierra Leona, where the inhabitants

¢ are bred from a mixture of the firft Portu-

«_guefe difcoverers with the natives, and are

¢ now become, in their complexion, and in the
¢ woally quality of their hair, perfef? negroes,

* Page 198t0 216. . "
4 Philof. Tranf. No. 476. Se&. 4. cited by the Rev.

Mr. Clarkfon, p. 20§.

% Same page. ‘

oo B2 ¢ retaining,
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™ petaining, however, a fmattering of the
“ Portuguefe language.”

‘Thefe inftances, and a great many more
which might be adduced, while they fhew
how the complexions of the fame perfons va
in different climates, itis hoped may tend
to remove the prejudice that fome conceive
againft the natives of Africa on account of
their colour. Surely the minds of the Spa-
niards did not change with their complexions !
Are, there not caufes enough to which the
apparent inferiority of an African may be
afcribed, without liiiting the goodnefs of
God, and fuppofing he forebore to ftamp un-
derftanding on certainly his own image, be-
caufe “ carved in ¢bony ?” Might it not na-
turally be afcribed to their fituation? When
they come agong Luropeans, they are igno-
Tant of their language, religion, manners, and
<uftoms. Are any pains taken to teach them
thefe? Are they treated as men? Does not
flavery itlelf deprefs the mind, and extinguith
all its fire, and every noble fentiment? Bur,
above all, what advantages do not a refined
people poffefs over thole who are rude and
uncultivated ? Let the polithed and haughty
“European recolle&t, that bis anceftors were
-once, like the Africans, uncivilized, and even
barbarous. Did Nature make hess inferior

- t0
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to their fons ? and fhould sbey 200 have been
made flaves ? Every rational mind anfwers,.
No. Let fuch refle@ions as thefe melt the
pride of their fuperiority .into’ fympathy for
the wants and miferies of their fable brethren,
and compel them to acknowledge, that under=
ftanding is not confined to fcature or colour.
If, when they look round the world, they feel
exultation, let it be tempered with benevo-
lence to others, and gratitude to God, * Who
¢ hath made of one blood all nations of men
« for to dwell on all the face of the earth*;
¢« and whofe wifdom is not our wifdom, nei-
¢ ther are our ways his ways.”

» A&t xvii, 26.

B3  CHAP
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CHAP. IL

The Author’s birth and parentage—His being
kidnapped with bis fifter — Their feparation—
Surprife at meeting again—Are finally fepa-
rated — Account of the different places and
incidents the Author met with till bis arrival
on the coaffl—The effei? the fight of a flave-
Sbip bad on bim==He fails for the Weft-Indies
—Horrors of a flave- Sbip— Arrives at.Bor-
badoes, where the cargo is _/bH and difperfed.

I sore the réader will not think I have
trefpafled on his patience in introducing my-
{elf to him with fome account of the manners
and cuftoms of my country. They had been
implanted in me with great care, and made
an impreflion on my mind which time could
not erafe, and which all the adverfity and va-
riety of fortune I have fince experienced
ferved only to rivet and record: for, whether
the love of one’s country be real or imagin-
ary, or a leflon of reafon, or an inftin& of na-
ture; I ftill Jook back with pleafure on the firft
fcenes of my life, though that pleafure has been

for the moft part mingléd with forrow.
I have

LY
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1 have already acquainted the readér with
the time and place of my birth. My father,
befides many flaves, had a numerous family,
of which feven lived to grow up, including
myfeif'and a fitter, who was the only daugh-
ter. Asl was the youngeft of the fons, I be-
came, of courfe, the greateft favourite with my
mother, and was always with her ; and fhe ufed
to take particular pains to form my mind. I
was trained up from my earlieft years in the
arts of agriculture and war: my daily exercife
was fhooting and throwing javelins ; and my
mmother adorned. me with emblems, after the
manrer of our greateft warriors.  Inthis way
-1 grew up till I was turned.the age of eleven,
-when an end was put-to my happinefs in:the
‘following manner :~———Generally, ‘when the
:?'-ov'vn people in the neighbourhood werg gone
far in the fields to dabour, the children afiem-
.bled togethgr in fotherof the reighbours pre-
.mifes ta playy.and commonly fome of us nfed
to get up atree to Jook out for any.affailant,
or kidnapper that might come upon us; far
they fometimes took thefe opportunities of
-our parents’ abfence, to attack and carry off
as many .as they could feize. One day, as I
was watching at the top of a tree in our yard,
1 faw one of thefe people come into the yard
af our next neighbour but one, to kidnap, -
. : B4 there
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there being many ftout young people in it.
Immediately, on this, I gave the alarm of the
rogue, and he was furrounded by the ftouteft
of them, who entangled him with cords, io
that he could not efcape till fome of the grown
‘people came and fecured him. But, alas!
‘ere long it was my fate to be thus attacked,
and to be carried off, when none of the grown
people were nigh. One day, when all our peo-
:ple were gone out to their works as ufual, and
:only I and my dear filter. were left to mind
‘the houfe, two men and a woman got over
‘our walls, and in a mement feized us both; .
‘and, without giving us time to cry out, or
make refiftance, they ftopped our mouths, tied
our hands, and ran off with us.into the neareft
"wood : and continued to carry us as far as they
could, till night came on, when we reached a
4mall houfe, where the robbers halted for
refrehment, and fpent the night, We were
.then unbound, but were unable to take any
food; and being quite everpowered by fa-
tigué and grief, our only relief was fome
flumber, which allayed our misfortune for a
thort time. The next morning we left the
‘houfe, and continued travelling ail the day.
For a long time we had kept the woods, but
at Jaft we came into a.road which I believed
1 knew. I had now fome hopes of being de-

) livered ;

T N
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livered ; for we had advanced but a little way
before I difcovered fome people at a diftance,
on which I began to cry out for their affiftance ;
but my cries had no other effeét than to make
them tie me fafter, and ftop my mouth, and
then they put me intd a large fack. They
alfo ftopped my fifter’s mouth, and tied her
hands; and in this manner we proceeded till
we were out of the fight of thefe people.—
When we went to reft the following night they
effered us fome victuals ; but we refufed them;
and the only comfort we had was in being in
one another’s arms all that night, and bathing
each other with our tears. But,alas! we were
foon deprived of evcnhthe fm;lleﬁ: comfort of
‘weeping together. The next day proved a day
of g?cair forrow than I had yet gpcricnced;
for my fifter and I were then feparated, while
we lay clafped in cach other’s arms; it was
in vain that we befought them: not to part
us: fhe was torn from me, and immediately
carried away, while I was lefc in a ftate of
diftra&ion not to be defcribed. I cried and
grieved continually; and for feveral days did
not eat any thing but what they forced. into
my mouth. At length, afier many days tra-
velling, during which I had ofien changed
matfters, I got into the hands of a chieftain, in
a very pleafant country. This man had two

S Bs . wives
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‘wives and fome children, and they ail ufed me
extremely well, and did all they could'to com-
fort me; particularly the firft wife, who was
fomething like my mother. Although T was
2 great many days journey from my father’s
houfe, yet thefe people fpoke exa&ly the famme
language with us. This firft mafter of mine,
as | may call him, was a fmith, and my prin=-
‘cipal employment was working his bellows,
which was the fame kind as { had feen in my
-vicinity. They were in fome refpeéts not un-
like the ftoves here in gentlemens’ kitchens
and were covered over with leather; and if
_the middie of that lea.;hei' a ftick was fixed,
and g perfon ftood up and worked it, in the -
fame manner as is done-to pump water out of a
cafk with a hand-pump. I beheve it was gold
he worked; for it was of a lovely bright yellow
colour, ‘and was worn by the women on th®i
“wrifts and‘ancles. 1 was there 1 fuppofe about
.amonth, and they at laft ufed ¢o truft me fornt
Hede diftance from the houfe. This liberty 1
-ufed in gmbracing every opportunity to mn-
f:;uirc, the. way to my own homeé: and { alfe

ometimes, for the famne purpofe, went with
Yhe maidens, in the cool of the ewvenings, tb
‘bring pitchers of ‘water from the fprings for
‘the ufe of the houfe. I had' alfo ‘remarked
gvhqx_'em‘hé fun rofe in the morning, and fet ;n‘
I cee - - t c

U | ,
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evening, .as I.had travelled elopg i andnb
had obferved that my father’s hoeufe was to~
wards the rifing of the fun. I therefore datera
mined to feize the firft opportunity of making
my efcape, and tp fhape my courfe for thag
quarter ; for I was quite opprefled and weigh-
ed dowa by grief after my motherand friends 3
and my love of liberty, ever great, was
ftrengthened by the mortifying ciroumftance
of not daring to eat with the free-besn chil-
dren, although I was moftly their companios,
—While I was projecting my efcape one day,
an.unlucky event happened, which quite difs_
concerted ? plan, and put an end to my
hopes. . I ufed to-be fometimes employed in
aflfting an elderly woman flave to cook and
take care of the poultry ; agd one morning
while I was feeding fome chickens, 1 happen-
ed to, fofs 3 fmall pebble at one of them,
which.hit it.on the middle, and direétly killed
it. The old flave, having foon after miffed
the chicken, inquired after it; and on my re-
lating  the ‘accident (for I told her the truth;
becaufe my gothgr would, never fuffer me ta
wllalie) fhe ié inte a.vjolent padion, thresta
cpng thar I fhovld fuffer far it ; and; my moafs
tey-being out, (hgimmadiaely wentand told
her miftrefs whic.1 had idane.  This 2lanmed
ne ey, mpchy and, B! 'Gsxpc&ﬁd ‘an inftant

3% (TRF) correction,
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dorre@tion, which to me was uncommonly
dreadful ; for I had feldom been beaten at
home. 1 therefore refolved to fly; and ac-
cordingly 1 ran-into a thicket that was hard by,
and hid myfelf in the bufhes. Soon afterwards
~ my miftrefs and the flave returned, and, not
fecing me, they fearched all the houfe, but, not
fnling me, and 1 not making anfwer when
_ they called to me, they thought I had ran
, away, and the whole neighbourhood was raif-
ed in the purfuit of me. In that part of the
country (as well as ours) the houfes and vil-
Jages were fkirted with woods or fhrubberies,
and the bufhes were fo thick, that a man could
readily conceal himfelf in them, fo as toelude
the ftricteft fearch. The neighbours conti-
nued the whole day looking for me, and fe-
veral times many of them came within a few
vards of the place where I lay hid. I expe&-

ed every moment, when I heard a ruftlin

among the trees, to be found out, and punifhe
by my matfter; but they never difcovered me,
though they were often fo near that I even
heard their conjetures as they were looking
about for mi¢ ; and I now lea?xned from them
that any attempt to return home would be
hopelefs.© Moft of them fuppofed 1 had fled
towards home; but the diftance was fo great,
snd the way fo infricate, that they thou'gh;é E

: . could
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eould never reach it; and that I fhoukd be loft
in the woods. When 1 heard this 1 was feized
with a violent panic, and abandoned myfelf
to defpair. Night too began to approach,
and aggravated all my fears. ‘1 had before
entertained hopes of getting home, and had
determined when it thould be dark to make
the attempt ; but I was now convinced it was
fruitlefs, and began to confider that, if poffibly

1 could efcape all other animals, I could not

thofe of the human kind ; and that, not know-

ing the way, I muft perith in the woods.—
-Thus was I like the hunted deer: ‘

=" Ev’ry leaf, and ev’ry whifymn; g breath.
. Con\vey’:i-y a foe’, and ev’ry foe a death.” -

I heard frequent ruftlings among the leaves;
and, being pretty fure they were fnakes, [ ex-
pected every inftant to be ftung by them.—-
This increafed my anguith; and the horror of
my fituation became now quite infupportable.
I ac length quitted the thicket, very faint and
hungry, for I had not eaten or drank any thing
all the day, and crept to my mafter’s kitchen,
from whence I fet out at firft, and which was

an open fhed, and laid myfelf down in the
.athes, with an anxious wifh for death to relieve

me from all my pains. 1 was fcarcely awake

~in the morning when the old ‘womah flave,

who
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wHo was the: firft uip, came'to’ light the fire,
and faw me m the firerplace.. She was very
‘much furprifed to fee me, and could fearcely
believe her own eyes. = She now promifed to
istercede for me, and went for her mafter,
who foon afeer.came, and, having: flightly re~
ptimanded me, ordered me to e taken care
ofy and not ill-treated. . - = . e
- -Soon after this my mafber’s only ddughter
andchild by his firft wife fickened and died,’
awhich affeGed him fo wuch that for fome time
e was almoft frantic; and veally ‘would have
killed himfxif had be not:been: watehed and
prevented. However, in a fmall time after-
wards he fecovered, and was agaifi fold, 1
was now carried to the left of the fun’s rifing,
through many dreary waftes and difmal woods,
-amidft the hideous raarings of ‘wild beafts.—
“The people I was: fold to gled Yo carry me
Very often, when f'was tired, either on’their
_ 4houlders or on théir ‘backs. ‘1 faw many
convenient well-biilt fheds ‘alorg the roads,
-at propér diftances, to accommodgate the mer-
“chants #nd tavellers, who lay in thofe: build-
dhgy along with thicit Wives, who often accom-
pany them § and they.ajway's §o well armed.
Erom the time I lcft my own' nétion Talways
fqund fomebody thag underftocd rbc,tmﬁl',cﬁm;c
w0 the fra/coally The langutges pf different
S = nations
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mitions did not totally differ,” nor were they
o copious as thofe of the Europeans, particus
Yarly the Englifh. ° They were therefore. eafily
learned; and, while I was journeying thus
through Africe, I aéquired two or three differe
cnt tongues. 1In this manner I had been trac
welling for a confiderable time, when one
€vening, to my great furprife, whom thould {
fee brought to the houfe where 1 was but my
deéar fifter. As foon-as the faw me fhe gave 2
loud thriek, and ran into ‘my arms.—I was
quite overpowéréd; neither of us could fpeak,
but, for a confiderable time, clang to each
other in mutual £mbraces, unable to do an

thing but weep.” Our meeting affe@ted a

who'faw vs; ‘ antl‘irdeed & muft acknowledge,
" #n honotrr of thift Tate defroyers of human
rights, that I rlever met 'with atty ill ereatment,
‘of faw any offeed to dheir flaves, emcept tying
them, when neceflaty, to keep \them from
running'#way. 'Whea thefe people knew'we
“weré brother ad: fifter, they indulged us o
be tdgeitlér; dnd the man; to-whiom I fuppofed
'Wé".Beldhge&, !’a}* wi@ﬁfﬁs; he in"the! middle,
‘whilé Theand T'hel one ahorher by’ thie-hands
aerofs -his brealt’ all night; and thus for 4
while we forgot ouf mmisfortunes in-the joyiof
eing ‘together; but even this {fmall comfore
was, {oon-tg havt an‘end’; for fearcely had che

Lo, 2 y
- fatal



[ o}
fatal morning appeared, when fhe was agaia

torn from me for ever! I was now more mifer-
able, if poffible, than before. The fmall relief
which her prefence gave me from pain was
gone, and the wretchednefs of my fituation
was redoubled by my anxiety after her fate,
and my apprehenfions left her fufferings thould
be greater than mine, when I could not be with
her to alleviate them. Yes, thou dear partner
of all my childifh fports ! thou fharer of my
joys and forrows.! happy thould I have ever
cftecemed myfelf to encounter every mifery for
you, and to procure your freedom by the facri-
fice of my own! Though you were carly forced
from my arms, your image has been always
rivetted in my heart, from which neither zime
sor fortune have been able to remove it: {o that '
while the thoughts of your fufferings have
“ damped my profperity, they have mingled
with adverfjty, and encreafed its bitternefs.—
‘To that heaven which proteéts the weak from
the ftrong, I commit the care of your inno-
cence and virtues, if they have not alréady re-
ceived their full reward; and if your youth
and delicacy have not long fince fallen victims
to the yiolence of the African trader, the pefti-
lential ftench of a Guinea fhip, the feafonin
in the European colonies, or the lath and luft,
of a brutal and unrelenting overfeer. Tdid
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- I did not long remain after my fifter. [
was again fold, and carried through a num-
ber otg places, till, after travelling a confider-
able time, I came to a town called Timnah,
in the moft beautiful country I had yet feen
in Africa. It was extremely rich, and there
were many rivulets which flowed through-it;
and fupplied a large pond in the center of
the town, where the people wathed. Here I
firt faw and tafted cocoa nuts, which k
thought fuperior to any nuts I had ever tafted
before; and the trees, which were loaded,
were , alfo’ interfperfed amongft the houfes,
which had ‘commodious fhades adjoining,
and were in the fame manner as ours, the
infides being neatly plaftered and white-
wathed. Here I alfo faw and tafted for the
firlt time fugar-cane. Their money confifted
of litle white fhells, the fize of the finger-
nail : they are known in this country by the
name of core. I was fold here for one hun-
dred apd feventy-two of them by a merchant
who lived and brought me there. I had been
about two or three days at his houfe, when a
wealthy widow, a neighbour of his, came
there one evening, brought with her an
only fon, a young gentleman about my own
~age and fize. Here they faw me; and hav-
ing taken a fancy to me, I was bought of the
merchant, and went home with them. hfllﬁe‘r

oufe
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houfe and premifes were fituated clofe to one
of thofe rivulets I have mentioned, and were
the fineft I ever faw in Africa: they were
very extenfive, and fhe had a number of flaves
to attend her. The next day I was wafthed
and perfumed, and when meal-time came, I
was led into the prefence of my miftrefs, and
eat and drank before her with her fon. This-
filled me with aftonifbment: and I could fcarce
help exprefling tny furprife - that the young
gentleman fhould fuffer me, who was bound
to eat with him who was free; and not only
10, but that he would not at any time- either
eat or drink till I had taken firft, Becaufe I _
was the cldeft, which- was agreeable to ouf
cuftorh. - Indeed every thing heré; and all
their treatment of me, made me forget that I
was a flave. The language of thefe people
refembled ours o neatly, that we underftood
each other perfeétly. They had alfo the ‘very
famé cuftoms as we. There were likewife flaves
daily to attend us, while my young mafter and
i, with other boys fported with our darts and
bows and arrows, as I had beeh ufed to'do at
thome. 1In this refemblanee®to ty former hap:
gz ftate; 1 pafied about two'meénths, and I now
‘began'to-think 1 was to-be adopted into" the
family, and was beginning to be reconciled #6
Ty fituation, and to forget by degrées tf maifs
fortunes, when all at’ once thé delufion vanifhs

»
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d; for, without the leaft previous knowledge, ’
one morning early, while my dear mafter and
companion was {till afleep, I was awakened
out of my reverie to freth forrow, and hurried ’
away even among the uncircumcifed.
Thus, at the very moment I dreamed of the’
greateft happinefs, I found myfelf moft mifer-
able: and feemed as if fortune® withed to
give me this tafte of joy only to render the
- reverfe more poignant. The change I now
experienced was as painful as it was fudden
and unexpetted. Itwas a'change indeed from:
a ftate of blifs to a fcene which is inexpreflible
by me, as it difcovered to me an element I
Kad never before beheld, and till then had no,
idea of, and wherein fuch inftances of hard-:
thip and fatigue continually occurred-as { can.
never refle@ on but with horror. o
- All the nations and peaple I had hitherto
" pafled through reffembled our own in their
manners, cuftoms and language 3 but I came
4t length to a country, the inhabitants of
which-differed from us in all thofe particulars,
_ ¥ was very much ftruck with this difference;
efpecially when 1'came arhong’ 4 people ‘whé
did not tircumeife, “and. eat ‘without wathing
their hands. * They cdokedlf6 jn’ frofi pots,
antl had European' cutlaffes and crofs bows,

'ilhich were-unknown to us; 4nd fo ght‘:lv:t
JYe ' eir
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their fifts among themfelves. Their womers
were not {o modeft as ours, for they eat, and
drank, and flept with their men. But, above
all,1 was amazed to fee no facrifices or offerings.
among them. Infome of thofe placesthe people
aornamented themfelves with fcars, and like wife
filed their teeth very fharp. They wanted
fometimes to ornament me in the fame man-
ner, but I would not fuffer them ; hoping that
I might fome time be among a people who did
not thus disfigure themfelves, as I thought
they did. At laft, I came to the banks g% a
large river, which was covered with canoes,.
in which the peopl¢ appeared to live with.
their houfehold utenfils and provifions of all:
kinds. I was beyond meafure aftonithed at
this, as I had never before feen any water
larger than a pond or a rivulet; and my fur-
pri%c was mingled with no fmall fear, when I
was put into one of thefe canoes, and we be-
gan to paddle and move along the river. We
continued going on thus till night; and, when
we came to land, and made fires on the banks,
each family by themfelves, fome dragged theic
canoes on fhore, others ftaid and cooked in
theirs, and lay in them all m'tﬁielt. Thofe on
the land had mats, of which they made tents,
fome in the fhape of little houfes: In thefe we
fept; and, after the morning meal, we em-

3



. Ll
barked again, and proceeded as before. 1 was
-often very much aftonithed to fee fome of the
women, as well as the men, jump into the
water, dive to the bottom, come up again,
and fwim about. Thus I continued to tra-
vel, fometimes by land, fometimes by water,
through different countries, and various na-
tions, till, at the end of fix or feven months
after I had been kidnapped, I arrived at the
fea coaft. It would be tedious and unintereft-
ing to relate all the incidents which befel me
during this journey, and which I have not
yet forgotten; of the various lands I pafied
through, and the manners and cuftoms of all
the different people among whom I lived : I
‘fhall therefore only obferve, that, in all the
places where I was, the foil was exceedingly
rich; the pomkins, eadas, plantains, yams,
&c. &c. were in great abundance, and of
incredible fize. There were alfo large quan-
tities of different gums, though not ufed for
any purpofe ; and every where a great deel
of tobacco. The cotton even grew quite
wild ; and there was plenty of red wood. 1
faw no mechanics whatever in all the way,
except fuch as I have mentioned. The chief
employment in all thefe countries was agri-
culture, and both the mal¢s and females, as.
with us, were brought yp to it, and trained
in the arts of war,

“The
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"The firft obje& which faluted my eyes when

T arrived on the coaft was the fea, and a flave-
fhip, which was then riding at anchor, and
waiting for its cargo. Thele filled me with
-aftonithment, which was foon converted into
‘terror, which I am yet at a lofs to defcribe,
nor the then feelings of my mind. When I
'was carried on board I was immcdiatcly
handled, and toffed up, ta fee if I were found,
by fome of the crew;-and I was now per-
‘fuaded that I had got into a world of bad
.Jpirits, and that they were going to kill me.
’fhcir complexions too differing fo much from
ours, their long hair, and the lanEuagc they
fpoke, which was very different from any I
had ever heard, united to confirm me in this
belief. Indeed, fuch were the horrors of my
views and fears at the moment, that, if ten
“thoufand worlds had been my own, T would
have freely parted with them all to have ex-
changed my condition with that of the mean-
cft flave in my own country. When I looked
mn{h&p too, and faw a large furnace
or copper boiling, and a multitude of black
people of every defcription changed together,
‘every one of their countenances exprefling
dejection and forrow, I no longer doubrted
of my fate, and, quite overpowered with
horror and anguith, I fell motionlefs 6n

the deck and fainted, When I recovered a
' T lictle,
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litdle, I found fome black people about me,
.who I believed were fome of thofe who
brought me on board, and had been receiving
their pay; they talked to me in order to cheer
me, but all in vain. I afked them if we were
not to be eaten by thofe white men with
horrible looks, red faces, and long hair?
They told me ¥ was not; and one of the crew
brought me a fmall portion of {pirituous
liquor in a wine glafs; but, being afraid of
him, I would not take it out of his hand.
One of the blacks therefore took it from him
and gave it to me, and I took a little down
my palate, which, inftead of reviving me, as
they thought it would, threw me into the
preateft confternation at the ftrange feeling
it produced having never tafted any fuch
liquor before. Soon after this, the blacks
who brought me on board went off, and left -
me abandoned to defpair. I now faw myfelf
deprived of all chance of returning to my na-
tive country, or even the leaft glimpfe of hope -
of gaining the fhore, which I now-confidered
as friendly ;- and even withed for my former
flavery, ip preference to my prefent fituation,
which was filled ‘with horrors of every kind
ftill heightened by my, jgnorance of what }
was to updergo. I was-not long fuffered to
indulge my grief; I was fgon put down under
the decks, and there I ceceived fuch a faluta-
tion
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tion in my noftrils as I had never experienced
in my life ; fo that with the loathfomenefs of
" the ftench, and crying together, I became fo
fick and low that I was not able to eat, nor
had I the leaft defire to tafte any thing. I
now wifhed for the laft friend, Death, to re-
lieve me; but foon, to my grief, two of the
white men offered me eatables; and, on my
refufing to eat, one of them held me faft by
the hands, and laid me acrofs, I think, the
windlafs, and tied my feet, while the other
flogged me feverely. I had never experienced
any thing of this kind before ; and although
not being ufed to the water, I naturally
feared that element the firft time I faw it;
yet, neverthelefs, could 1 have got over the
" nettings, I would have jumped over the fide;
but I could not; and, befides, the crew
ufed to watch us very clofely who were
not chained .down to the decks, left we
- fhould leap into the water; and I have feen
fome of thefe poor African prifoners moft
feverely cut for attempting to do fo, and
hourly whipped for not eating. This indeed
was often the cafe with myfelf. In a little

time after, amongft the poor chained men, I -
found fome of my own nation, which in a
fmall degree gave eafe to iny mind. Iinquired
of them what was to be done with us ? they

give me to underftand we were to be cartied
3 T e

3
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fo thefe white people’s country to work for
them. I then wasalirtle revived, and thought,
if it were no worfe than working, my fituation,
~ was not fo defperate: but ftill I feared I thould
be put to death, the white people looked and
acted, as I thought, in fo favage a manner;
for I had never feen among any people fuch
inftarces of brutal cruelty; and this not only
thewn towards us blacks, but alfo to fome of -
the whites themfelves. One white man in par-
ticular I faw, when we were permitted to be
on deck, flogged fo unmercifully with a large
rope near the forematft, that he died in confe-
quence of it; and they toffed him over the fide
as they would have done-a brute. This made
~me fear thefe people the more; and I expeted
- nothing lefs than to be treated in the fame
manner. I could not help exprefling my fears
and apprehenfions to fome of my countrymen:
T afked them if thefe people had no country,
bur lived in this hollow place the thip? they
told me they did not, but came from a diftant
one. < Then,” faid I, ¢ how comes it in ail
“ our country we néver heard of them ?* They
told me, becaufe they lived fo very far off.
then afked, where were their women? had they
~ any like themfelves! I was told they had:
¢ And why,’ faid I, *do we not fee them?’
they anfwered, becaufe they were left behind: |
¢ - (O 1 afked
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7 afked how the veflel could go? they told me
they could not tell; but that there were cloth
put upon the mafts by the help of the ropes 1
faw, and then the veflel went on; and the
white men had fome {pell or magic they pus
in the water when they liked in order to 1{20

the veflel. 1 was exceedingly amazed at this
account, and really thought they were fpirits.
I therefore withed much to be from amongft
ghem, for I expecéted they would facrifice me @

* but my wifhes were vain; for we were fo quar-

zered that it was impoffible for any of us to
make ‘our efcape. While we ftaid on the
«coaft I was moftly on deck; and one day, to
my great aftonifhment, I faw one of thefe vef
fels coming in with the fails up. As foon as
zhe whites faw it, they gave a great fhout, at
which we were amazed; and the more fo as
the veflel appeared larger by approaching
meater. At laft the came to an anchor in my
fight, and when the anchor was let go, I and
my countrymen who faw it were loft in aftc~
nifhment to obferve-the vefiel ftop; and were
now convinced it was done by magic. Soom
after this the other fhip got her boats out, and
they came on board of us, and the people of
both fhips feemed very glad to fee each other. -
Several of the ftrangers alfo thook hands with
us black people, and made motians widlx‘ tl}::lxr
. ands,

. .
- ‘ N
s o .
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hands, fignifying, I fuppofe, we were to go t
their country; but we did net underftand
them. At laft, when the thip we were in had
_got in all her cargo, they made ready with
many fearful noifes, and we were all put un«
der deck, fo that we could not fee how they
managed the veffel. But this difappointment
was the leaft of my forrow. The ftench of the
hold while we were on the ooaft was {o into-
lerably loathfome, that it was dangerous to
remain there for any time, and fome of us had
been permitted to ftay on thie deck for the
~ frefh air; but now that the whole fhip’s cargo
were confined together, it became abfolutely
peftilential.  The clofenefs of the place, and
the heat of the climate, added to the number
in the fhip, which was fo crouded that cach’
had {carcely room to turn himfelf, almoft fuf-
focated us. 'This produced copious perfpira-
tions, fo that the air foon became unfit for re-
fpiration, from a variety of loathfome fmells,
and brought on a ficknefs amongft the flaves,
of which many died, thus falling victims to
the improvident avarice, as [ may call it, of
their purchafers. This wretched fituation was
again aggravated by the galling of the chains,.
now become infupportable ; and the filth of
the neceffary tubs, into which the children:

often fell, and were almoft fuffocated. The
Ca thrieks
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thrieks of the women, and the groans of the
dying, rendered the whole a fcene of horror
almoft inconceiveable. Happily perhaps for
myfelf I was foon reduced fo low here that it
was thought neceffary to keep me almoft
always on deck ; and from my extreme youth
1 was not put in fetters. In this fituation I
expected every hour to fhare the fate of my
companions, fome of whom were almoft daily
tbrought upon deck at the point of death,
which I began to hope would foon put an end
to my miferies. Often did I think many of
the inhabitants of the deep much more happy
than myfelf; I envied them the freedom they
enjoyed, and as often withed I cculd change
my condition for theirs. Every circumftance
I met with ferved only to render my ftace
more painful, and heighten my apprehenfions
and my opinion of the cruelty of the whites.
One day they had taken a number of fithes;
and when they had killed and fatisfied them-
felves with as many as they thought fit, to our
aftpnithment who were on the deck, rather
than give any of them to us to eat, as we ex-
peéted, they tofled the remaining fith into the
{za again, although we begged and prayed fcr
"~ {:me as well as we could, but in vain; and
fome of my countrymen, being prefled by
hurger, took an opportunity, when they
) thought
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thought no one faw them, of trying to geta
lile privately; but they were difcovered,
and the attempt procured them fome very
fevere floggings.

One day, when we had a finooth fea, and
moderate wind, two of my wearied count:y-
men, who were chained together (I was near
them at the time), preferring death to fuch a

Ife of mifery, fomehow made through the
rettings, and jumped into the fea; immedi-

ately another quice dejelted fellow, who, on

account of his illnefs, was fufficred to be out

of irons, alfo followed their example ;'and | be-

lieve many more would very foon have done
the fame, if they had nat been prevented by

the fhip’s crew, who were inftantly alarmed.

“Thofe of us that were the moft attive were, in
a moment; put down under the deck; and

there was fuch a noile and confufion amongft

“the people of the ihip as I never heard be-
fore, to ftop her, and get the boat out to go-

after the flaves. However, two of the wretches

“were drowned, but they got the other, and
afterwards flogged him unmercifully, for thus

~aitempting to préfer death to flavery. Inthis
manner we continued to undergo more hard-

_fbips than I'can now relate; hardfhips which
are infcparable from this accurfed trade.—

Many a time we were near fuffocation, from

- C3 ' ~ the
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the want of frefh air, which we were often
without for whole days together. This, and
the ftench of the neceffary tubs, carried off
many. During our paffage I firft faw flying
fithes, which furprifed me very much: they
ufed frequently to fly acrofs the thip, and
‘many of them fell on the deck. I alfo now
firft faw the ufe of the ‘quadrant. I had often
with aftonifhment feen the mariners make ob-
" fervations with it, and 1 could not think what
it meant. They at laft took notice of my fur-
~prife; and onc of them willing to increafe
1t, as well as to gratify my curiofity, made me
‘one day look through it. The clouds ap-
peared to me to be Jand, which difappeared
‘as they paffed along. This heightened my
wonder: and 1 was now more perfuaced than
ever that I was in another world, and that
. every thing about me was magic. At laft, we
“came in fight of the ifland of Barbadoes,
"at which the whites on board §avc a great
thout, and made many figns of joy to wus.
We did not know what to think of this; but,

" as the veflel drew nearer, we dplainly faw the
harbour, and other fhips of different kinds
"and fizes: and we foon anchgred amongft
‘them off Bridge Town. Many merchants
‘and planters now came on board, though it
‘was in the evening, They put us in fepa-
o - rate



55 ]

rate parcels, and examined us attentively.—
They alfo made us jump, and pointed tor
the land, fignifying we were to go there.
We thought by this we fhould be eaten by
thefe ugly men, as they appeared to us;
and when, foon after we were all put down
under the deck again, there was much dread
and trembling among us, and nothing buc
bitter cries to be heard all the night from
thefe apprehenfions, infomuch that at laft the-
white people got fome old flaves from the
land to pacify us. Fhey told us we were not
to be eaten, but to work, and were foon to
go on land, where we fhould fee 1nany of our
country people. ‘This report eafed us much;
and fure enough, foon a't’écr we landed, there
¢ame to us Africans of all languages. We
were conducted immediately to the mer-
chant’s yard, where we were all pent up toge-
ther like fo many fheep in a fold, without re-
- gard to fex orage. As every objet was new to
. 1he,- every thing I faw filled me with furprife.
‘What ftruck me firft was, that the houfes were
builc. with bricks, in ftories, and in every
‘Other refpet different from thofe 1 have feen
in Africa: but I was ftill more aftonifhed on
feeing people on horfeback. I did not know
what this could mean; and indeed I thought
thefe people were full"of ‘nothing but magical
o - C 4 - arts..
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arts, - While T was in this aftonithment,. one
of my fellow prifoners fpoke to a countryman
of his about the horfes, who faid they were
the fame kind they had in their country. I
underftood them, though. they were from a
diftant part of Africa, and I thought it odd’
I had not feen any horfes there; but after-
wards, when I came to cenverfe with different
Africans I found they had many horfes amongft
them, and much larger than thofe I then faw.

We were not many days in the merchant’s
cuftody before we were fold after their ufual
manncr, which is this :—On a fignal given,
(as the beat of -a drum), the buyers rufh at
once ‘into the yard where the flaves are con-

fined, and make choice of that parcel they
like beft. The noife and clamour with which
_this is attended, and the eagernefs vifible in.
the countenances of the buyers, ferve not a
little to increafe the apprehenfion of the ter-
rified Afiicans, .who may well be fuppofed to
confider them as_the minifters of that defiruc-
tion to which they think themfelves devoted.
In this manner, without fcruple, are relations
and friends feparated, moft of them never to
fee cach other again. I remember in the
veflel in'which 1 was brought over, in the
men’s apartment, . there were feveral brothers,
who, ip the fale, ‘were fold in different lots &
0 g BEE A JeE an
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and it was very moving on this occafion to
fee and hear their cries at parting. O, ye
nominal Chriftians! might not an African afk
you, learned you this from your- God? who
fays unto you, Do unto all men as you would
men fhould do unto you. [s it not enough
that we are torn from our country and friends
to toil for your luxury and luft of gain ? Muft
every tender feeling be likewife facrificed to
your avarice ? Are.the deareft friends and re-
lations, now rendered more dear by their fe-
paration from their kindred, ftill to be parted
from each ‘other, and thus prevented from-
cheering the gloom of flavery with the fmall
comfort of being together, and mingling their
fufferings and farrows? Why are parents to.
lofe their children, brothers their fifters, or
Hufbands their wives ? Surely this is a2 new
refinement in cruelty, which, while it has no
advantage to atone for it, thus aggravates dif-
trefs, and adds freth horrors even to the
** wretchednefs of flavery.. .

Cg CHAP,
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CHAP. HL

Ibe author is carried to Virginia—bis difirefs
—Surprife at fecing a pitture and a watch—
Is bought by Captain Pafcal, and fets out for

- England—His terror during the voyage—

- Arrives in England— His wonder at a fall

" of frow—1Is fent 1o Guernfey, and in fome

" time goes on board a fhip of war with bis

" mafler — Some account of the expedition
againft Louifbourg, under the command ef
Admiral Bofeawen, in 1758,

" 1 now totally loft the fmall remains of
¢omfort 1 had enjoyed in converfing with
my countrymen ;, the women too, whd ufed
to wafh and take care of me, were all gone
different ways, and.I never faw one of them
afterwards. ' -

I ftaid in this ifland for a few days; 1
believe it could not be above a fortnight;
when I and fome few more flaves that were
not faleable among the reft, from very much
fretting, were thipped offin a floop for North
America. On the paflage we were better
treated than when we were coming from Afii-
ca, and we had plenty of rice and fat pork.

3 We

E
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We were Janded up a river, 3:.g00d wag{rets
the fea,” about Virginia county, -wherq, we
faw few or none of .our native Africgns; andk
not .on¢ foul who could ralk fo rpe. | I was.
few weeks weeding grafs and gathering Rones
in a plantation, and at laft all my companions,
were dittribured different ways, and enjy myo
felf was left: ] was now exgeedingly{mifer-
able, and thoughs myfelf WfoG. off- thgn,aay
of the relt of my companions ; ,fog they;gould
tilk tq each other, bur I had e, pctfon to
gak . to, thag- I €9 uld uudgrﬁand In gh;g
I was con&aaﬂy grieving and piningls
and withing dqatb,(rathcr than, any, thing
clfe. Whila Figas in.this plangation, the GC"'

tleman to,whem |, fupppfed the eftate belong
ed heing nnwell, 1.was one day fent for tohxsr
dwelling hoyfp,cp! fan him : when I cagae iator
:};e Foam whage, hewas, I' was very much af-
righted 3¢ fome shipgs.I faw, and the more
fo, as,J.had feen g %%ack woman {lave as I
c,througi; the houfe, who was cooking the:
mncr, and the poor, creature was; cmelly
loaded thh various kinds of jiron machines 3
the had one' particularly . on her head, which
locksd her mowsh fo fatt, that the could Acarcely.
fpgak, and: cpuld not cat no:drmk I was myghy
aﬁpmﬂmd and fhocked aty tlus, contrivance,

vhrs:h 1 afterwards leggned wps, called JShe
ce¢ N Sron

“
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#on muzzle.  Seoi after I'had a fan-put into
f1¥y liand, to fan ‘the gentlgman while he flept ;
dnd fo'I'did ifideed with great féar. Whik
e wis' faft afleep I indulged myfelf & great’
deal in looking about the’ room, which to me,
dppeared vtxy ﬁnc and’ curious.! The firfE
ohifect that engagéd my attention ‘was a watch’
which'hung on the thimney, ard wiis going.
N#asigiite ﬂ:rﬁﬂ&d at the Aoifé it m¥de, and-
was afiaid it'would ‘tell the gentleman any
ing 1Mishk dd' amifs-: and when I imme~
dlatclyxaftcr obferved fa pictare: hanging i’
slie Word, which’ appedied conffandy to look
dt e,y I' wag {1l ‘niore” affrighted, having
rofeen fuch things a3 thefd Beford. -Ar
one tirhe T thought it was {OrfRéthiig Telative
to magic; and not feeing it move; | thbvght
7 might! be fome way the: whiites Had to keep
théir“preat 'men when they died,"aiid dﬁ’er
ehieifi'libations as we ufed to db biir ndly’
fhirhtsov-In this ftate of anxictyPT rematned
till iy mafter awoke, when I wa¥ difmiffed
out ‘Bfthe room, to niy rib fihall fatisfaétion’
and relief, for I thought that thefé peoplé were
4l mhdé of wonders. “In this place ‘1 was:
célled Jacob; but 6n’board the African fnow!
¥whs called Miichael.” -1 ‘had bctn’fomeérme
in this mlferablc, forldrh, and mich dejected
{tatc,‘withowhavmgin‘y orre-to tatk’toy whiehy’
acu . made

R,
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made my life a burden, when the kind and
unknown hand’ of the Creator {who in'very:
deed leads the blind in a way they know noty
hbﬁv‘began’ to ippcar,-’ to my comfort; for one
day the captain of 2 merchant fhip, called the
nduftrious Bee, came on fome bufinefs to my
mafter’s houfe. -This gettleman, whofe name
was MicHael Heriry Pafcal; wds 2-lieutenant
it thé roydlndvy, but how commanded this
trading fhip, which was fomewhere in the’
éonfines of the ‘county’ many miles of. While:
he wa'at ‘my miftei’s houfe it happened that
hé-faw me, 2nd liked me fo well that he made
a‘purchafe of me. ¥ think'I-have’ often he.rd*
. Kim'fay he gave thirty or forty pounds fterling-
for me ;' but I do‘not now remember which.
However, ‘he 'méant mie for a prefent to fome-
of his friends i Fngland; and F was fent ac-.
cqwi{;g,« fromi the: hoitfe"of ‘my them mafter
oné¢ WB, Campbell)“'to the place where the:
hip ByPs Fwas condudted orr Hotfeback by
an’eldédly Blick ‘mah €a mode: of ‘travelling:
which appeared very odd'to me).” When I
arrived I was" carried on board a fine large’
thip, loaded with tobacco, &c. and juft ready’
10 {ail for‘England. I now thought my con-'
dition- iituch mended; I had faiks to lie on,’
- anid plentyiof good victuals to eat;-and every’
bodz on‘board ufed- me very kindly, quite
; . contrary
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vontrary to what I had feen of any white peo~
ple before ; I therefore began to think - that
they were not all of the fame difpofition. A
few days after I was on board we failed. for
England. I was. ftill at a lofs ta conjecture
- wy deftmy By this.time, however, I could
fmatter a Jittle imperfe® Englith;  and I
wanted ta know as well as.I. qoujd, whgvc we
weré going. Some of the people of the fhip
vied to tell me they were going to garry..me
back to my own country, and this made me
very happy I was quite, rejoiced at ghe: uiea.
of going back ; and. thaught if I fhould ge
home what wonders I fhoyld | have to. tell. Bpg
I was referved for another fate, and was foon
undccc:'xvcc{v when we came within fight of the
Englith coaft. Wh:n 1 was.on board this fhp
my, captain and mafter named me Gufavus,
Vafa. . 1 at that time.began. to uaderftand; m
a%dc,lfax)d refu;{% ?ggﬁc called {o, qwi h‘}
him as well as [ could that I would be,

Jacob; but he fajd I thould ngg, and

- Called me Guftavus:-and when 1 réfufed - to,
anfwer to my new name, which at firft I did,
it gained me many a cuff; fo at length L fubs
mitted, and by which name I have been kr Wn
ever fince, The fhip had-a very. long, pz

and on that account'we had very fhost wg
ance of prowﬁons Towards the laft we: hal
only
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only one pound and a half of bread per week,
" " and about the fame quantity of meat, and
one quart of water a day. We fpoke with
only one veflel the whole time we were at fea,
and but once we eaught a few fithes. In our
extremities the caﬁtain and people told me, in
jeft, the would kill and eat me, but I thought
them in earneft, and was deprefled beyond
meafure, expecting every moment to be my
laft. While I was in.this fituation qne even-
ing they caught with a good deal of trquble,
a large fhark, and got it on board. This glad-
dened my poor heart exceedingly, as T thpughs
it would ferve the people to eat inftead
their eating me; but very foon, to my aftoni(h~
ment, they cut off a fmall part of the tail,
and toffed the reft over'the fide. ‘This re-
newed my confternation ; and I did not know
what to think of thefe white people; X
very much feared they would kill and eat
me. There was on board the fhip a. young
lad who had never been at fes b,cfgre, about
four or five years older than myfelf: his name
“was Richard Baker. He was a native of Ame-
rica, had received an excellent education,
and was of a moft amiable temper.  Soon
after I went on board he fhewed me a great
deal of partiality and attention, and in return,
I grew extremely fond of him. We at length,
: - - =77 became
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became infeparable ; and for the fpace of
two years, he was of very great ufe to me,
and was my conftant ¢ompanion and inftruc-
tor. Alhhough this dear youth had many
flaves of - his own, yet he and I have gone
through many fufferings together on fhip-
board ; and we have many nights lain in each
other’s bofoms wheit we were in great diftrefs.
Thus fuch a friendfhip was cemented between
us as we cherifhed till his death, which to my
veiy great forrow happened in the year 1759,
when he wis up the Archipelago,. on board.
his Majefty’s fhip the Prefton: an event which
I have never ceafed to regret, as I loft at
onct a kind interpreter, an agreeable com-
pamiop, and a.faithful friend; who, at the
age of fifteen, difcovered a mind fuperior to
prejudice;; and who was not afhamed. to no-
tice, to affociate with, and to be the friend
and ‘inftru&tor of, one who was ignorant, a
ftranger” of a different eomplexion, arnd a
flave ! My mafter had lodged in his mother’s
houfe in America: he refpe¢ted him very
much, and' made him always eat with him
m the cabin. He ufed often to tell him jecu-
Iarly that he would kill and eat me. Some-
times he would fay to'me—the black people
were not good to eat, and would afk me if we
did not eat ‘people in my country. I l{?id,‘

o 0
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No: then he faid he would kill Dick. (as he -
always called him) fuft, and afterwards me.’
Though this hearing relieved my mind a [it-
tle as to myfelf, I was alarmed for Dick, and
whenever he was called I ufed to be very much
afraid he was to be killed; and I would peep
and watch to fee if they were going to kill
him: nor was [ free from this confternation
till we made the land. One night we lof a
man overboard ; and the cries and noife were
{5 great and confufed, in ftopping the fhip,
that.J, who did not know what was the mat-
ter, began, as ufual, to be very much afraid,
and to think they were going to make an of-
fering with me, and perform fome magic ;
which I ftill believed they dealt in. As the
waves were very high, I thought the Ruler of
the feas was angry, and I expected to be of-
fered up to appeafe him. This filled my mind
with agony, and I could not any more that -
night clofe iy €yes again to reft. However,
when day-light appeared, I was a little eafed
in my mind; but ftill evey time I was called
I ufed to think it was to be killed. Some
time after this, we faw fome very large fith,
which I ‘dfterwards found were called gram-
puffes. . They looked to me extremely terri-
ble, agjﬁvrﬁad¢ their appearance juft at dufk,
and weére {0 near as to blow the water on the,
: ST thip’s.
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fhip’s deck. 1 believed them to be the rulers:
of the fea; and, as the white people did not
make any offerings at any time, I thought
they were angry with them; and, at laft,
what confirmed my belief was, the wind juft
then died away, and a calm enfued, and, in
confequence ofy it, the fhip ftopped going. I
fuppofed that the fith had performed this,
and I hid myfelf in the fore-part of the fhip,
through fear of being offered up to appeafe
them, every minute peeping and quaking;
but my good friend Dick came fhorty to-
wards me, and I took an opportunity to atk
him, as well as 1 could, what thefe filh were 2
not being able to talk much Englifh, T could
but juft make him undcrﬁan_d‘my,?ucﬁion Iy
- and not at all, when I afked him if any of-
ferings were to be made to them ? However,
he told me thefe fith would fwallow any body;
which fufficiently alarmed me. Here he was
called away by the captajn, who was leaning
over the quarter-deck, railing and looking at
the fith; and moft of the people were bufied
in getting a barrel of pitch to light, for them
to play with. The captain now called me
to him, having learned fome of my appre-
henfions from Dick; and having diverted
himfelf and others for fome time 'with my
fears, which appeared ludicrous enough in
- . : mx

-
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‘'my crying and trembling, he difmififed me.
- The barrel of pitch was now lighted and put
over the fide into the water: by this time it
was juft dark, and the fith went after it; and,
to my great joy, I faw them no more.
However, all my alarms began to fubfide
when ‘we got fight of land; and at'laft the
fhip arrived at Falmouth, after a paffage of
thirteen weeks. Every heart on board feemed
gladdened on- our reaching the fhore, and
none more than mine.. The captain imme-
diately went on fhore, and fent on board
fome frefh provifions, which we wanted very
much: we made good ufe of them, and our
famine was foon turned into feafting, almoft
without ending. It was about the beginning
of the fpring 1747 when I arrived in Eng-
land, and I was ncar twelve years of age at
that time. I was very much ftruck with the
buildings and the pavement of the ftreets in
Falmouth ; a, ingdeed, every obje&t I faw
" filled'me with new furprife. - One morning,
when I got upon deck, -1 faw it covered all
over with the fnow that fell over-night: as 1
had never feen any thing of the kind before,
I thought it was falt; i% I immediately ran
down to the mate, and defired him, as well as
I could, to come and fee how fomebody in .
the night had thrown falt all over the dclc_:lk.
. (N
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He, knowing what it was, defired meto-bring
fome of it down to him: accordingly I took
up a handful of it, which I found very cold
indeed ; and whep I brought it to him he de-
fired me to tafte it. I did fo, and I was fur-
prifed beyond meafure. I then afked him
what it was ? he told me it was fnow : but [
-could not in any wife underftand him. He
afked me if we had no fuch thing in mgy
country? and I told him, No. I then afked
him the ufe of it, and who made it; he told

me a great man in the heavens, called God: -

but here again I was to all intents and pur-
pofes at a lofs to underftand him; and the
amore fo, when alittle after I faw the air filled
with it, in a heavy fhower, which fell dowa
on. the fame day. After this 1 went to.chuich;
and having never been at fuch a place before,
I was again amazed at feeing and hearing the
fervice. I afked all T could about it; and they
gave me to underftand it was worfhipping
God, who made us and all things. I wus ftill
ar a great lofs, and foon got into an endlefs
field of inquiries, as well as I was able to
{peak and afk about things. Howcver, my
litle friend Dick ufed to be my beft inter-
preter; for I could make free with him, and

he always inftruted me with pleafure: and -

from what I could underftand by him.of this
' o ' , © God,
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'8od, and in feeing thefe white people did
not fell one another as we did, I was much
pleafed; and in this I thought they were much
happier than we Africans. I was aftonifhed
at the wifdom of the white people in all things
T faw; but was amazed at their not facrificing
or making any offerings, and eating with un-
‘wathed hands, and touching the dead. I
likewife could not help remarking the parti-
«cular flendernefs of their women, which I
«did not at firft like; and I thought they were
not fo modeft and thamefaced as the African
‘women.

I had often feen my mafter and Dick em-
ployed in reading; and I had great curiofity '
to talk to the books, as I thought they did;
and fo to learn how all things had a begin-
mng: for that purpofe I have often taken up
a book, and have talked"to it, and then put
my ears to it, when alone, in hopes it would
anfwer me; and | have been very much con-
<erned when I found it remained filent, .

My mafter lodged at the houfe of a geatle-
man in Falmouth, who had a fine little daugh--
ter about fix or ieven yeors of age, and fhe -
grew prodigioufly-fond of me ; infomuch that”
we ufed to eat together, and had fervants to "
wait on ws. - I was-fo much carefled by this”
family that it often reminded the of the treat-

o ment
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ment I had reccived from my little noble
African mafter. After I had been here a few
days, I was fent on board of the fhip; but the
<hild cried fo much after me that nothing’
could pacify her till I was fent for again. It
is ludicrous enough, that 1 began to fear L
fhould be betrothed to this young lady; and
when my mafter afked me if I would ftay there-
with her behind him, as he was going away
with the fhip, which had taken in the tobacco:
again? I cried immediately, and faid I would. -
not leave him. At laft, by ftealth, one night
I was fent on board the fhip again; and in a.
little time we failed for Guernfey, where fhe
was in part owned by a merchant, one Nicho-- -
" las Doberry. _As I was now amongft a

le who had not their faces fcarred, like fgcr:;
of the African nations where I had been, I
was, very glad I did not let them ornament
me in that.manner when I was with them,
When we arrived at Guernfey, my mafter. .
placed me to board and lodge with one of his-
mates; who had a wife and family there; and
fome months afterwards he went to England, -
and left-me in the care of this mate, together
with my friend Dick. This mate had a little
daughter aged about five or fix years, with-
whom I ufed to be much delighted. I had-
often obferved, that, when her mother wa.ﬂahed .-

. ’ het
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her face, it looked very rofy; but, when the
wathed mine, it did not look. fo ; I therefore
tried oftentimes myfelf if ¥ could not by
wathing .make my face of the fame colous
as my lictle play-mate (Mary), but it was
all in vain; and I now began‘to be mortified
at the difference in our complexions. This
woman behaved to me with great kindnefs
.and attention ; and taught me every thing in
the fame manner as the did her own child,
and indeed in every refpeét treated me as
fuch. I remained here till the fummer of
the year 1757, when my mafter, being ap-
pointed firft lieutenant of his Majefty’s thip
the Roebuck, fent for Dick and me, and his
old mate : on this we all left Guernfey, and
fet out for England in a floop bound for
London. As we were coming up towards
the Nore, where the Roebuck lay, a man of
war’s boat came along-fide to prefs our
people, en which each’ men ran to hide him-
delf. I was.very much frightened at this,
though I did not know what it meant, or what
o think or de. However, 1 went and hid my-
flf alfo under a hencoop. . Immediately the
prefs-gang came on board, with their {fwords
‘drawn, and fearched all about, pulled the peo~
~ ple out by force, and put them into the boat.
At laft I was found.out alfa; the man that
found me held ‘me up by the heels while th:{l

Id
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all made their fport of me, I roaring and cry-
ing out all the time moft luftily; but at laft
the mate, who was my conductor, feeing this,
came to my affiftance, and did all he could to
pacify me; but all to very little purfpofe, till
I had feen the boat go off. Soon afterwards
we came to the Nore, where the Roebuck
lay ; and, to our great joy, my mafter came on
‘board to us, and brought'us to the fhip, I was
amazed indeed to fee the quantity of men
and the guns. ‘However my furprife began
to diminifh, as my knowledge increafed; 'and
I ceafed to feel thofe apprehenfions and
alarms which had taken fuch ftreng pof-
feflion of me when 1 firft came among the
. Europeans, and for fome time after. 1 began
now to pafs to an oppofite extreme ; - I was fo
far from being afraid of any thing new which
1 faw, that, after. I bad been fome time -in
this thip, 1 even began to long for an en-
gagemen. My griefs too, which in young
minds are not perpetual,. were: now’ wearing
away ; and 1 foon enjoyed myfelf pretty well;
and felt tolerably eafy in my ‘prefént fitea~
tion.” There was-a number of boys on
board, which ftill made it more agreeable’;
for we..were always togethet, and a great
part of our time was {pent in play. ‘I remained
in this fhip-a confidefable:fime, during which

oA sl el we
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-we, Mate feverall coaifel; ‘Gnd, vifieed-acsficty
of platess.. amdhg orhers, wie. wene twics ™
Hollind, and braught over feveral perfons ot
 diftin&ionfromy it; whofenames I de wot now
Ir¢member] ' On the ipaliage,one dly; for the
-dixtrfion éfithofd gentiemen,; ali teeboys were
-ealled; on itha guartes-dicls, and were palred
iprogostionahly; and thesvmiade to fighe;. afcer
- whith the gentlenien: gave: the. combatans
from five to nide: fhillines taé¢hs - This| ws
the firfk time L'ewds itz boye;
Bad] newer: knpwiw ablopdy
ndlc hofost.; T limmmcmulgrm:moﬁ dbfpé-
'sately ; I fuppofe <dnfiderably ' mprt . than. 2k
‘hour;: sadi o laft, boskiof us beirg: wearg;me
wege parteds . bhad dvgrear:deal @f thiv kind
lofiipbre afteitwards . iw wiudhothe capoin wael
shashipés/cantpandy ufbd wery muuch. o endoio
rgeme. o Gdibelime ofiewwards thewhip wamt
abﬂthu inivBdnlandi} 1frdm; thente e |
Oletess) where 1-was: fuspiifed: in- :fcti&
{earcely aby night i and’fromi themcevde i

argroas: flaer, fulh of fbldidts, for Khgs
dand. | Adll thistime we hmb@cver cothe:dh e
saghgement, though we weik fredusacy-oruift
g off the cgalh of France; duting:which:we
shafd many wdflets,: and:wok i all: feventeed
grizesy b -had bean larning many of the mat
smeeuyres of the . fhips during our cruife; and
§ wias: faversl times made 0 fire the guns;
9.::0h : - D On
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-, Ome-cvening, off Hivre de Grace; juft as it
wwas growing dark, we were ftanding off fhore,
and met with a fine large French-built frigate.
-We got all things immediately ready for fight-
4ng, and I now expeéted 1 fthould be gratified
-in feeing an engagement, which T had fo long
‘wifhed for in vain. But the very' moment the
word of command was given to fire, we heard
thofe on board the other fhip cry ¢ Haul down
the jib;* and in that inftanc the hoifted Englith
<colours. There was inftantly with us an amaz-
ing cry of—* Avaft I’ or ¢ ftop firing!" and 1
think one or two .guns ‘had. been let off; b
happily .they did no mifchief. We had hailed
~ ghem feveral times ; but they not hearing, we
zeccived no anfwer, ‘which was the «caufe of
" wour firing. The boat was then fent'on-board
«f her, and fhe proved to be the ‘Ambufcade
an of war, to my no fmall difappointment.
We returned to Portfmouth; without having
been in any altion, juft at the trial of Admiral
Byng (whom I faw feveral ‘times during it);
and my mafter, having left the thip nd gone
¢ London for promotion, Dick and I were
put on board the Savage floop of war, and we
aent-in her to affift in bringing off the St.
George man of war, that had run afhore
fomewhere on the coaft. After ftaying a few
weeks on board the Savage, Dick and I were
Jent oa fhore at Deal, where we remalned
. - fome
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_fome fhort time, till. my mafter fent.for.us to
London, the place I had long defired exceed-
- ingly to fee. We therefore both with great
{}oeafure got into a waggon, and ‘came to
ndon, where we were received by a
Mr. Guerin, a relation of my mafter. This
gentleman .had two fifters, very amiable
. Jadies, who took much notice and great care
‘of me. Though I had defired fo much to
fee London, when I arrived in it I was un-
fortunately unable to gratify my curiofity ;
“for I had at this time the chilblains to fuch a
degree; that I could not ftand for feveral
months, and I was obliged to be fent to St.
'George’s Hofpital. There I grew fo ill, that
the doctors wanted to cut my leg off at differ-
_ent times,  apprehending a mortification ; but
1 always'faid 1 would rather die than fuffer
-it; and happily (I thank God) I secovered
without the operation. =After being there
‘feveral weeks, and juft as I had recovered,
the fmall-pox broke out on me, fo that I was
again confined : and I thought myfelf now
_particularly unfortunate. HHowever, I foon
recovered again : and by this time my mafter

- having been promoted to be firft licutenant of
‘the Prefton man of war of fifty guns, then new
.at Deptford, Dick and I were fent on beard
. ,her, and foon after we went to Holland to
bring over the late Duke of Cumbetland to
. ’ ) - D 2 Eng!ando
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England. While I was in this fhip an incident
happened, which though trifliag, I-bBeg leave
to relate, as | could nat help ‘taking particu-
Tar_notice of it, and cqnfid¢ring, it then asa
judgment of, God: . Qe morning, ‘a. young
.man was lookikg up» ta the foré-top, and in
a wicked wone, commen. op fhip. board, d--:i
his..eyes abour fomethingy ‘Juft -as the ma-
‘ment fome {mall particles “of dire felk intp
his- left eye, and by the evening it was ves
much inflamed,., The.ngxt:day it grew- worlz
‘and within fix.or feven;days he Ioftit. From
‘this fhip.my mafter was appointed 4. lieute-
nant on board the Royal Geprge, When he
was going he Wiﬂxcc{ me, ta ftay on board. Jt‘lic
Prefton, to learn the l'f ench-horn; but the
thip- being ordered. foy, Turkey; "kconld ot
think( of. leaving ‘my.maftgr, .to whorn I was
‘very warmly ‘attachéd ; and I:told. himg if
he left me behigd it would break” my heart.
“This prevailed on .himn to take me with
.him ; but he left Dick on board the Prefton,
- whom I' embraced at  parting for the laft
time.. The Royal Geerge was the Jargeft
~thip I had- ever feen; {o that when I came
“on.board of her I'was funprifed at’the nym-
‘ber of people, men, women;.and children,. of
.every denomination ;: and the Targenefs of the
uns, many of them alfo of brafs, which I
gad never {een before. - Here were alfo thops
P ¢ or
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or ftalls of every kind of goods, and people
~ arying their different cammodities about the
thip as ina town. To me it appeared a little
warld, into which T was again caft witho 't a
friend, for [ had no long:r my dear compa-
nion Dick. We did not ftay long here. My
mafter was not many wzeks on board before
he got an appointment to be fixth lieutenant of
the Namur, which was then at Spithead, fic-
ting up for Vice-Admiral. Bofcawen, who was
ioing with a large fleet on an expedition aghinft

outfbourgh. The crew of the Royal George
were turned over to her, and the flag of that
galtant Admiral was hoifted on board, the blué
at the maintap gallant-maft’head. T..cre was
a very great flect of men of war of every de-
fcription affembled together for this expedi-
tion, and 1 was in hapes ‘foon to have an op-

orrunity of being gratified with a fea-£ghs
All things being now in readinefs, this mighty
fleet (for.there ‘was dlfo Admiral Cormifh’s
fleet in compary, deftined for the Eaft'Indies)
at laft weighed anchor, and fziled. Thé two
fleets continued in company for feveral days,
and then parted; Admiral Cornifh, in thé
Lenox, having firft faluted our Admiral in the
Namur, whi¢h he returned. We then fteered
for America; but, by contrary winds, we
were driven off Teneriffe, where I was ftruck:
' D3 - " with

.



‘ BN B
with its noted peak. Its prodigious height,
and its form, rgfcmbling : fugar loaf, filled.
me with wonder. We remained in fight of
this ifland fome days, and then proceeded for
America, which we foon made, and got into
a very commodious harbour called St. George,
in Halifax, where we had fifh in great plenty,
and all other frefh provifions. We were here
joined by different men of war and tranf-.
port fhips with foldiers; after which, our
fleet being increafed to a prodigious number
of fhips of all kinds, we failed for Cape Bre-
ton in Nova Scotia. We had the good and
gallant general Wolfe on board our fhip,
whofe affability made him highly efteemed
“and beloved by all the men. He often ho-
noured me as well as other boys, with marks
_of his notice; and faved me once a flogging
“for fighting with a young gentleman. We
arfived at Cape Breton in t%lc fummerof 1758;
and here the foldiers were to be landed, in
order to make an attack upon Louifbourgh.
My mafter had fome part in fupcrintc'ndi‘nﬁ
the landing; and here I was in a fmal
meafure gratified in feeing an encounter
between our men and the enemy. The
French were pofted on the fhore-to receive
us, and difputed our landing for a long time:
bat at laft they were driven from their
' ‘ trenchies,
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trenches, and a complete landing was effeft-
‘ed. Our troops purfued them as far as the
~ town of Louifbourgh.. In this aftien many
were killed on both fides. Ome thing re-
‘markable I faw this day;—A lieutenant of
the Princefs.: Amehia, who, as well as my
-mafter, fuperintended: the landing, was- giving
-the word of comrhand,.and while his’ mouth
‘was open a mufket ball went through it, and

- paffed. out.at his cheek. Ihad that day in
imy hand the fealp of an Indian king, who
was killed int the engagement : the fcaip had
zbeen taken off by am. Highlander. I faw!this

- -king’s ornaménts tooy which were very cu
.rious, and made of feathers. - =~ -
. Our land forces laid fiege to the town of
-Louifbourgh, while the French men of war
.were blocked up. in the harbour by the fleet,
.the batteries at the fame time playing upan
-them from the ‘land.’ - This théy did :with
fuch effe&, that one day I faw fome of.the
- fhips fet on firc by the fhells from the’bat-
_teries, and I believe two or three of them .
- were quite burnt. At another time, abouc
~fifty. boats. bélonging 1o 'the Englifh:men of
. war, ¢ommanded by Captain George Balfour
.of -the- ZEraa Hirethip, and Mr, Laforey; an-
:other -junjor -captain, attacked and “boarded
the only_ two remaining French men of war
Ap the harbour. They alfo fet fire to a fe-
RPN D4 venty-
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Y S ﬁarbhtthcy"bmw0$'l'ﬁﬂ,-
four, : ﬁcg":the’ Bienfifant;-  During .y
dtay here Thad oftch an qppertimity of being
noar captain ‘Balfour, who mvas! pledfed to
“motice ‘me, | add-liked mér fo. moch thit: de
often.;afkked my .mafter: to 3ot hite diate mie,
-but he would nat past with-me ; and po com-
dideration wotld -have. induced me. torleave
him,. At hit Louifbourgh was staloem, amd
the Emghﬂx men of ‘war camie inowcthe hag-
-bour before it, tormyivery great jbys for.d
had show more hbeoty. of ) indulging’ thydel, -
.and Lwent. oftesion: fiare. ! Whan dhe dhigs
“werg i the harbowry weohad the moft beaniu-
ful proceflion on the!water, biever faw, . Adl
iche admirals-ant) captaisis of the men of war,
“fotl Wdrefled, and - sheir:baeges, wol wmi-
Jnéntall with peddahits; caine nlbngﬁdcoﬁ-dm
ANgmur. The: Vice-atimdsal :then waac-.m
-fherd in Nis barge, follmvcﬂ:iny theother .of-
-ficers in ovtler.of fentority, to tnke.pofieffion,
-8s I fuppate, of dhe sown aad forr. Spdie
-time whterthis, the French governos qad His
“lady, and : other perfons of ute, .came - on
-boarthour fhp to.dine. - Oun thisiocuafion cur
- #hips. were dcbﬂ'cd with edlours rof ald kinds,
-feom the top -maft head to the .dede;
‘and. this, with Zhe: ﬁnng of ;guns;. formed. B
, mo&:gtmd and magnificent fpeCtacle,
~ As foon as .cvery fthmg heve wwas foitled,
Admiral
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}Admfi'ral‘ -Bofeaw,e,ir [ailed{wvith -pagt .of .the
fleet for England, lsaving fome {hips behip

with Rear Adt:‘;rﬁs Sir Charles Hardy and
Duzell. 1t 'was now winter; and. ope gveq-
ing, during. our m hoinc’ abputggﬁe:i-
-when we wgre i9 ke chapnel, .or gear | ux;%-
angs, and, were. beginning o, Jgok £3r Jand,
we delcried Seyen Ll of large men jof rpay,
which ftaod pﬁ‘§ fhore. . Several people .qn
board of oyr thip faid, as ¢he two flecys wene
{ia forty minwes fiom the firft fight) within
hail of each other, that they. were Englith
men of war; and fome of our people even
began to- mame fome of the fhips. ,‘}3 this
4ime both fleets began to mingle, and .our
admiral erdered his flag-to be hoifted. At
' ‘the other fleety which. were
Faench, hoifled their enfigas, and gave usja.
broadfile a5 they pafled by, Naqthing.could
«ieate greater fuyrprife and -confufion amogg
us-¢han this.” The wind was. higls the {ea
kqugh, apd we Jhad our lower and middle

degk guns houfed in; fo that got a;ﬁpglp,g.,qn ‘
o boand was ready to be fired at any of the
Erench fhips. However, the Royal William
. and the Somerfet, ;being. our ftasnmpdt thips,
.became a little prepared, and each gave the
&French fthips a broadfide as they pafled by.
dafterwards heard this was'a French ,{gug&
- ’ D i Ion,.
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ron, commanded by Monf. Conflans; and
-certainly had the Frenchman known our con-
-dition, and had a mind to fight us, they
‘might have done us great mifchief. But we
«were not long before we were prepared for
‘an éngagement. Immediately many things
-were tofled overboard ; the thips were m
-ready for fighting as foon as’ poffible ; and,
‘about ten ac night, we had bent a new main-
fail, the old one being fplit. Being now in
readinefs for fighting, we wore fhip, and
-ftood after the French fleet, who were one.or
-two fhips in number more than we. How-
ever, we gave them chace, and continued pur-
fuing them all night; and at day-light we
faw fix of them, all large fhips of the line,
"and an Englith Eaft-Indiaman, a prize they
“had taken. We chafed them all day till be-
-tween three and four o’clock in the -evening,
when we came up with, and paffed within a
- mufquet fhot of one feventy-four gun fhip,
"and the Indiaman alfo, who now hoifted her
colours; but immediately hauled them down
‘again. Og this we made a fignal for the
-other fhips to take pofleffion of her; and,
- fuppofing the man of war would likewife
ftrike, we cheered,.but fhe did not; though,
-if we had fired into her, from being fo near,
" we muft have taken her.. To my utter fur-
i 3 prife,

pree
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prife, the Somerfet, which was the next thip
a-ftern of the Namur, made way likewife;
and, thinking they wege fure of this French
hip, they cheered in the fame manner, but
ftill continued to follow us. The French
Commodore was about 2 gun-fhot a-head of
all, running from us ‘with all fpeed; and
apout. four o’clock he carried his fore-top-
maft overboard. This caufed another loud
‘cheer with us; and a little after the top-maft
came clofe by us; but to our great furprife,
inftead of coming up with her, we found fhe
went as faft as ever, if not fafter. The fea
grew now muoch fmoother;.and the wind
lulling, the feventy-four gun fhip we had -
paffed came again by us in the very fame di-
re&ion, and fo near, that we heard her peo-
ple talk as the went by; yet not a fhot was
fired on cither fide; and about. five or -fix
o’clock, juft as it grew dark, fhe joined her
Lommodore.  We chafed all night: but the
"next day .we ;were out of fight, fo that we
faw no more of them; and we only had the
old Indiaman (called Carnarvon I think) for
©ur trouble. . After this,.wé flood in for the
te};h:{w]el,faed ffool:‘)1c made the kand; and, about
the. elofe of the year 1748 We .got
- fafe..to St. Helen’s; here dlc—I‘gamu: rg:n
a-ground; and alfo a_m‘t}t)hc‘g large. fhip aoﬂgcrnf
L o
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of us; ‘b, by Rarting our water, sud'm
ing many things over board to lighten hery
we ‘got the fhips off without any damage.
We Jftaid but.a fhort time at Spitheatd, und
then went into. Pordmouth harbouwr to. refit;
from whence the Admiral wemt to Londons
- and my mafter and 1 foon followed, with &
prefs-gang, & we wanted fome hands 20 com-
plete our complement, - .

)

]
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b Auhor is ‘baptized —— Nomrowly - sfeapes
- drowning~-Gats onan expedision Jo ihe M-
diterranean— tnvidents b;’mt wwith theré—fy
. -witnels 10-am engagement betweon [ome Evigs
- Ui amd ‘J{Fr_da&"ﬂv'i{&-‘f-al c‘paﬂ{uﬁraﬁ
" ount of the celebrated -engagemens ‘betweok
- "Admiral Bofeawsn and Mex). Ee Clue, -
< iCape Idfus, m Augaft 177 59— Droad
= iedplefion bf @ French fhip—The autbor faits
o Yor . Bugland-—ths mafter. appointed: 36 1
' Zomsmanl of - Fre-foipmmrocts i 49,
2 frow: whom be experitnces: muh poldisk
L —Preparest forvan cupedivion -agdtnft 3B -
< e gl v eegrikatie frory mﬁaiqﬁthw%
oo “ o [7
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B was now betm theee and four years
tﬁnce“l firft’ came #o'Bngland, e great part of
‘whida T hall fpent ot fea; fo that I became
-inui'cd to thut fervice, and began ito -confidér

If ias “happily fitvateds for: my mafter
neréated mie always extremely well; and: Yy
ﬂanhchment and gratitude to him were very

eat.” From the various feenes T had beheld

n- fhipboaid;!1 foon grew- i fwanger 1o ter-
d*or Jevery Kind;: and wad, tn that refpeét,
2t lealt: al‘énéﬁhd’EhOMEm&ﬁ 51 have often

!

srdfléted with ‘futpha that 3 trever Yeit half )

the alarm at any of, the numerous ‘dangers
i have bébnih, thit T was flled awith at the
ik -fight 6ﬂt&€‘Eﬁmpeahs5 ‘#nd-at every: aélf:_
[T | 0
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.of theirs, even the moft trifling; when ¥
firt came among them, and for fome time
-afterwards. ‘That fear, however, which was
.the effe& of my ignorance, wore away as I
began to know them. 1 could now fpeak
Englith tolerably well, and I perfectly under-
-ftood every thing that was faid 1 not only
felt myfelf quite eafy with thefe new caun-
“trymen, but relithed their fociety and man-
-ners. I no longer looked upon them as fpirits, -
.but as men fuperior to us; and therefore I
" had the ftronger defire to refemble them: to
imbibe their fpirit, and imitate their man-
ners; I therefore embraced every occafion of
-improvement; and every mew thing that I
- obferved I treafured up in my memeory. I
-had long withed to be able to read and
_write; and for this purpofe I took every op-
- portunity  to gain inftru&tion, but had made
-as yet very little progrefs. However, when
- I went to London with my mafter, I had foon
an opportunity of improving myfelf, which I
gladly embraced.”. Shortly after my. arrival,
_he fent me to wait upon the Mifs Guerins,
who had treated me with much kindnefs
when 1 was there before; and they fent me
to fchool. Lo
. While I was attending thefe ladies, their
-fervants told me I could not go to mn‘i:fl:
. u ,

o« b
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‘unlefs I was baptized. ‘This made me very
uneafy; for I now fome faint idea of a
future ftate: accordingly I communicated
“my anxiety to the eldeft Mifs Guerin, with
‘whom I was become a favourite, and prefled
~her to have me baptized; when, to my great
joy, the told me I thould. She had formerly
afked my mafter to let me be baptized, but
he had refufe ; however, fhe now infifted on
it; and he, being under fome obligation to her
brother, complied with her requeft; fo I was
“baptized inSt. Margaret’schurch, Weftminfter,
in February 179, by my prefent name. -The
“clergyman, at the fame time, gave me a book,.
called a guide to the Indians, written by the
Bifhop of Sodor and Man. On this occafion;
"Mifs Guerin and herbrother did me the honour
to ftand as godfather and godmother, and
afterwards gave me a treat. [ ufed to attend
thefe ladies about the town, in which fervice
"I was extremely happy; as I had thus many
opportunities of feeing London, which I de-
fired of.all things. I was fometimes, how-
"ever, with my mafter at his rendezvous-
houie, which was at the foot of Weftminfter
bridge. Here I ufed to enjoy myfelf in play-
ing about the bridge ftairs, and often in the
watermen’s wherries, with other boys. Oa
one of thefe occafions there was another boy

v hh
. Wrew
X
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with me in'z wherry; and we -went .out mto
the current of the giver: while we were
there, two more ftout ‘boys came %0 us m
anather wherry, and, abuﬁtg as far taking
:the bgat, defired me 10 get inwo the other
wherry-best, Accordiagly 4 sent to gat out
vof the wherry I was in; but jult as I bad got
0ac of my-feet inko the other boat, the boys
hoved it o&' {o dhat-d fell iato the Thames;
and, not beikgz eble to fwim, I fhould una-
meidably, have beea drowad, byt for the
afidhanoe of fome wWavesmen, whe_providen-
sslly came to my ralial,
. The Namur being again got sea.dy for fea,
sy -thaler, wich his gang, was oxdered on
board; and, o wmy mo fmall gricf, I was
- mbligad to leawe @y fohoolmaller, whom1
liked very much; end always-attended while
1 flayed ip Toondon, te xcpair oa board with
-my ;mafery aor- did 1 leave my kind pa-
wroneies, the Mifs .Guerins, without, uneafi-
-nefs and regret, They often wled to teach
-m0e £q read, andl topk ,great pains to inftrutt
e in the principles of religion, and the
-knowledge of \Ged. I thesefore pasted from
-thofe - amieble dadies with reluctance ; afer
-receiving from them mauy friendly cautions
how .to condu& xmyﬂtlf and fome waluable

f@wq Rt .
o . ‘When

« o _—
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<, WhemI came so Spitheary I fopnd.we. mere
C c’ﬁin&% for the’Méditc‘rranian, with a large

t, which wasnow ready. ta putso fea. We
ouly wiited for the asrival of the -admirah
yghq‘fqon.ca;lm:?p,bonda and about she ber
&n Af ahe; fpriog 1749, having meighed
@eﬁg;& , '@Q{.&ﬁlﬁﬂay,‘ fajied for.the Me-
ditérranean,; .and . ip seleven days, frem the
Land’s End, we gotto Gipraltar.. While we
were here I uked 2o ‘be often oy fhore, and
got various fruits in great plenty, ard very

d‘i‘iﬁ;":; P A R A
1 - X had frequently tol] fevesal papple, in.my
xqurfions on fhoge, -the ftory of my 'being
idnapped , with wy fifter, and of .op being
eparated,. ' as Jl.have related before; and |
i gs.-pfien expseflod my. anxitty for; her. fate,
and my forrow at havirg never met her agaig.
One day,when - wgs - on-fhere, -and’ men-
9@% thafe:gircumiances ito fome périony,
pac of. thgn- told .me he koew whgre my fifter
wasy and, ~if 1 Wowld accompany him,. he
- wapld briog me ro her. Improbable as this
fory. wap, . believed it jmmediately,  and

o6 ,togo,-m;h,m;twhik«nw hears Jeaped
o ;Joys Ahch Bdeeds -he rcondiBed me- ©
a black young woman, who was fo like my
ﬁﬂ"qrbttbat %ﬁcﬁ.“ﬁg‘#" I.". &Galbhshqvgb& Jfwas
her; but I was quickly undeceived; and, on
2o m , ’ talking
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talking to her, I found her to be of another
nation. o '
‘While we lay here the Prefton came in from
the Levant. As foon as fhe arrived, my
mafter told me I fhould now fee my old com-
panion Dick, who was gone in her when fhe |
failed for Turkey. I was much rejoiced at
this news, and expeted every minute to em-
brace him; and when the captain came on
board of our thip, which he did immediatelf
after, ¥ ran to enquire about my friend ; bug
with inexpreflible forrow, I learned from th¢
boat’s créw that the dear youth was dead!
‘and that they had brought his cheft, and all
‘his other things, to my mafter: thefe he aft
terwards gave to me, and I regarded them as
a memorial of my friend, whom'I loved and
grieved for as a brother. S
- While we were at Gibraltar I faw: a foldier
hanging by the heels at one of the moles®,
I thought this a frange fight, as I-had feen
a man hanged in London by his neck. At an-
other time I faw the mafter of a frigate towed
to fhore on a grating, by feveral of the men
of war’s boats, and difcharged the fleet, which
"I underftood was a mark of difgrace for cow-
' . ) 3 '2

® He had drowned himfelf in endeavouring to defért

" e ‘ ardice.
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ardice. On board the fame fhip there was
alfo a failor hung up at the main-yard-arm.

After lying at Gibraltar for fome time, we
failed up the Mediterranean a confiderable
way above the gulf of Lyons: where we were
one night overtaken with a terrible gale of
wind, much greater than any I had ever yet
experienced. The fea ran fo high that, though
all the guns were well houfed, there was great
reafon to fear their getting loofe, the fhip
rolled fo much; and if they had it muft have
proved our deftruion. After we had cruifed
here for a fhort time, we came to Barcelona,
a Spanith fea-port, remarkable for its filk
manufatories. - Here the fhips were all to be
watered ; and my mafter, who fpoke different
languages, and ufed often to interpret for the
admiral, fuperintended the watering of ours.
For that purpofe he and the officers of the
other fhips, who were on the fame fervice,
had tents pitched in the bay ; and the Spanith
foldiers were ftationed along the fhore, I fup-
pofe to fee that no depredations were corge"
- mitted by our men, :

I ufed conftantly to attend my mafter, and
I'was charmed with this place, All the time
we ftayed it was like a gir with the natives,
who brought us fruits- of all kinds, and fold

them to us much cheaper than I got them in
o ’ England.
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England,. They ufed alfo to bring wjne down
to us in-hog and fheep fkins, which diverted
me very much. The Spasifb officers -here
treated our officers with great polirenefs and
attention ; and fome of them, in pargcular,
wikd to opme often to wy mafter’s teot to
vifit him ; where they would fomesimes divers
themlelves by mounting me on the horfes or
mules, fo that T- eduld ‘wer fall, and festing
them off atfull gallop; my imperfeét {kill in
harfgmanthip -all the while affording them no
forall  emtertainment.  After the fhips were
watcred, we returned..to.our old fagion of
ervizing off Toulen, for'the purpofe of inter:
cepring a fleet of French men of war-that lay
shese,  One Sunday, in our cruize, we came
off a.place where there were two fmall French
frigates lying in {hore; and qur admiral, think-
ing to take or deftrgy them, fent two fhips in
after Lbem——'{hc,C&degand the Conquerar,
"They foon came up to the Frenchmen, and 1
faw a fmart fight here, both by fea'and Jand:
for the frigates were covered by batteries,
~and they played uponour fhips moit furicudy,
sehich they as furioully returned, and for a
long time 2 conflant firing'was kept up on all
fides at an amazing rate. At laft one frigate-
fank 3 but the people efcaped, though not
without much difficulty : aad 2 distle afier Ipm;f
Lo D . [+
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of the pepple left the other frigate alfo, which
was & mere wreck, However, our.fhips did
RO venture to. bring, her away, they were fo
much aangyed frpm the basteries, which raked
them both in.going apd coming ;  their top-
mafts were fhot away, and they were other-
wile fo much fhatoered, that the admiral was
obliged to fend in many boats to sow them
back to the fleet. I afterwards failed with 2
nian who fought. in: one. of the French bat-
teties- duking; the' engagement, and he told-me
ouy fhips had done confiderable mifchief that
day on fhore, and in the batteries. =~
After this we failed for Gibraltar, and ar-
rived there abéut Auguft r759. Here we
remaihed with-all. our fails unbent, while the
fleet- was Watering and” doing other neceffary
shings; ‘While we were in this fituation, one
day the;admiral, with mol of the principal
oflicers; and maay people of all ftations, be-
ing on’fhere, about feven o’clock in the even-
ing we’ were alarmed by fignals from the fris-
gates ftationed for that purpofe; and in an
inftant there was a.general cry thao the French
fleer was- out, and juft pafling through the
ftreights. ‘The admriral immediately came on
board with fome other officers; and it is img
pofiibie to defcribe the noife, hurry, and con=
fufion, throughout the whole fleet, in bch:i;ng
eir
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their- fails, and flipping their cables; -m
people and Ih‘i;g’s goats were left on ﬂ:orea‘i’z
the buftle. ¢ had two captains on beard
of our fhip, who came away in the hurry and
left their fhips to follow. We thewed lighes
from the gun-wales to the main-top-maft-
head; and all our licutenants were employed
amongft the fleet to tell the fhips not to wait
for their captains, but t6 put the fails to
the yards, flip their cables, and follow us;
and in this confufion of making ready for
fighiing, we fet out for fea in the dark after
the French fleet. Here 1 could have ex-
claimed with Ajax.
- ¢ Oh Jove! O father! if it be thy will
¢ That we muft perith, we thy will obey,
¢ But let us perith by the light of day.”

“They had got the ftart of us fo far that we
we not able to come up with them-durni

the night; but at day-light we faw feven fai
of fhips of the linc fome miles a-head. We
immediately chafed them tillabout four o’clock
in the evening, when our fhips came up with
them; and though we were about fifteen
large fhips, our gallant admiral only fought
them with his own divifion, which confifted
of feven: fo that we were juft fhip for fhip.
‘We paffed by the whole of the encmy’s fleet
: - : .
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m order to come at their commander, - Monf.
La Clue, who was in the Ocean, an eighty-
four gun fhip : as we paffed they all fired on
ts; and at.one time three of them. fired to-

%;tbcr’, continuing to do fo for fome time.
~ Notwithftanding which our admiral would
pot fuffer a gun to be fired at any of them,
to my aftonithment ; but made us lie on our
belliés'on the deck till we came quite clofe to
the Ocean, who was a-head of them all;
when we' had orders to. pour the whole three
tiers info her at once.” - =+ - :

The engagement’ now commenced with
__great fury on both fides: the Ocean imme-
2ia:;ly seturneéd our fire, and we continued

M'vll,itb. cach other for fome time ; dur-

ing which ‘;X,ivas requently ftunned with the

thérih};g of the great guns, whofe dreadful
eontents hurried many.of my compantons into
awfol ecernily: At lat the French line was
entirely broken, and we obtained the victory,
which was immediately proclaimed with loud
huzzas and acclamations.  We took three
trtnes, La Modefte, of fixty-four guns, and

& Temeraire and Centaur, of feventy-four
guns each. The reft of the French fhips took
to flight with all the fail they could crowd.
'Our fhip being very much damaged, and quite
’t;l}ﬁbl}ed from’ pucfuing the encmy, the ai'i

r.
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miral mmed{atdz lmttcd‘ her; and w.cﬂt in
the broken, and only boat we Hac? ek, on’ b’oard
the - Newark,- &nth whicH, “and": f(’)mc otﬁc;
nﬁs, he wenta rﬁié"French The" b&

another Jarge Frenclt thip éalfed’ Fh
dou:ab]c, endeavouring to'e eapc, rém a(hpr
at-Cape Logas, onthe coaftof ?o gal; an
the French admiral and fome of 'the rcw £oF
athore ; but we, finding it-impoffiblé ¢q gt
the: fhips off} fetfire’ tb thein botfi. © Abo ;
firidnight T fiw “threiOcéan blow u with
moft dreadful explofiort. - Y hé\icr %
move awfulfcene: *Abapt the fbacc of 3 rm;
pute; the midnight  feémed fned - jneg
day by the Blaze, which Way atten F? v
2 moife louder @nd ‘more t&x‘ﬁﬁ an[ tn;
aer, ‘ehrat &mfcﬁ io\rend‘cvery’ck cnt‘a "B‘é

© My ftatidn l‘?:;% thE etigage cr\tdv[t;a’,sfitfj
the: m*dﬁk’déc%‘ éreFI W%sgq\l,art rcd‘ Wit
another. boy, to bring powd&r to zhc af'ter-
moft gun; and here 1 way wnt]nes of t q
drezdfid fire” bf many"df, hy conmpam
who, itr the' twinkling o£ ag’ éye, were
ity preces; ‘and launchied 1 into etephity, Hap
pily F efcaped” unfure, thou t':f-‘hc thot"anit’
inters flewthick about mie durmg the whq
ht. Towards the latter part of it my, aftes
Was wotmdcd and{ ﬁ‘wghuﬁ ‘¢artied "down
i to
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.40 the furgeon; but, .though I was much
. alarmed for him, and withed to affift him, I

.dared not leave my poft. At this ftation my
gun-mate (a partner in bringing powder for
_the fame gun) and I ran'a very great rifk for
- more than half an hour of blowing up the fhip.
For, when we had taken the cartridges out
~of the boxes, the bottoms of ‘many of them
proving rotten, the powder ran all about the
deck, near the. match-tub: we fcarcely had
_water. enough at laft to throw on it. We
.were alfo, from our employment, very much
.expofed to the enemy’s fhots; for we had to
.go through nearly the whole length of the thip
_to bring the powder. I expetted therefore
every minute to be my laft ; efpecidlly when
I faw our men fall fo thick about me; but,

. .wifhing to guard as much againft the dangets

.as-pofiible, at firft I thought it would be fafeft
~not to go for the powder till the Frenchmen
had fired their broadfide; and then, while
they were charging, I could go and come
with my powder; but immediately afterwards
I thought this caution was fruitlefs; and,
_checring myfelf with the réflc@ion that there
.was a time allotted for me to die as well as
‘to be born, 1 inftantly caft offt all fear or
.thought whatever of death, and went through
the whole of my. duty with alacrity ; pleafing
o E myfelf

T
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swyfell with the hope, if I furvived -the bitde; .
of relating it and the dangers 1 hadftfeagfd .
-to- Mifs Guerins, and others, when 1 fhould .
return to Lendon. ..

Our fhip-fuffered very- much in this en-
.gagement; - for, befides the number of our -
killed and wounded, fhe was almoft torn to -
;pieces, and “our rigging-fo- much’ fhattered, .
-that our mizen-maft, mainx yard, &c. hung .
‘over the fide of the fhip; fo thit we were

--obliged to get: many carpenters and others, ..

. from fome of the fhips of the fleet, to affift i -
fetting -us in. fome tolerable ‘order; and, not-:
withftanding which, it took us fome. time be-
fore we were completely refitted ; after which .
we left Admiral Broderick.to command, and *
we, with the prizes, fteered for ‘England. -
On the paffage, and as foon as my mafter wis -
fomething recovered of his wounds, the Ad-
miral appointed him captain of the Atna fire- -
fhip; on which he and I left the Namur, and *
went on board of- her at fea. . I liked this :
lile fhip. very much. I now: became the.
captain’s fteward; in.which fituation I was -
very happy, for I was extremely well treated
by all on beard, and I had-leifure to improve
myfelf.in reading and writing. The lacter’] ¢
had learned a little of before I left the Na- -
mur, 3s there was a fchool on board, When -
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'w¥ arrived at Spithead, the ZEtna wedt ino
Portfmouth harbour to refit, which being done,
~we .returned o Bpithead; and joined a large
Aleet that was"thoughit' to be’.intended againit
‘«thel Hawdnnah ;- but about:that time the-king
rdied ¢ whether :tlat Ptcventcd tthe expedition °
X knowinot bt -it caufed our’ fHip co be fia-
.tisned at‘Cowes, in the Ifle of Wight, till'the
beginningiof the year fixty-onev Here 1 fpeat -
my time very pleafantly; I‘was much on *
-thore all;abbur thpaédbhgl’rtﬁﬂ iﬂmd and faund <
JtHb intmbitahts: very pivil.+ "
- While. drwis here, 1 et wnt’h a triflifg in-
cvdenowhmhl furprifed me agreeably: I 'wds °
" «oné day-ina fiéld vb&angmg to a gentleman -
-who'had d!black boy about my owa fize ; this -
tbdy chaving <obferved ume frodn&ns mbaftet’s
houly, whsroranéported: aeithe fight frone of
b own cotnnyinerg andimn to meet:me wish -
the utdroftrhafte.od motiknewing whet he was -
ifbout,hdlmedm dinle buswf his my avfirtt,
sbut to Ao purpole ; '«hexfoon «camé flofe o me, -
_ahd czmgiu*hodd’of e inishisiacmd as it drhad -
ibedn llstbrother, thdeghowe hadrnevetifeen -
each. ekt beforé: - Aﬁ:dx‘siva had . taikeed ‘to-
gethersfob fome time;tieivook nd toihis/mibs *
xer's s houfey whiteI s ereaved very kmrﬂy
Whisbenevolentboy andll were very Happyi-tn
fﬁd&cﬁlyurwng each othcx!,u tild: mumd:ﬁ
tnon
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“month of March 1761, whenour thip had
-orders to fit out again for ‘anothér expeditiod.
When we got.ready we jeined a,very large
fleet at Spithead, commmapded by Cammadore
Kc;jppc] which. was deftined' againft Belle: Hle ;
with ‘a nomber of tranfport fhips ‘with
-troops on board, to.make:a defrent-om the
place, we failed orct more in queft- of famve.
1 longed to engage in ncw advientures and»i&:
freth wonders. - . 0 vy - {
.. -T'had.a.imird on wl-nch emrdﬁngiuncom-
mon made its full 1mpmymdmtry:~cubt
-which I conflidered:ias marvelous.s. E#fery
rextraordimary - efcape, or: figialidetiveradce,
-either of myfelf - orrethcrsl.xl laoked:-upon to
:be effected by-the interpofitioir of ‘Prowidenke.
2We 'had 'nétbeen shove tenddys at fea.befork
‘ereincident &f . thiss lkind ‘Happeneds which,
dwikatever credit ivmayobtsin: modmmadbt,
sxmdzino imalkamprtfion on. my. infind. . .
-1ifNe had on boasd 3’ ‘gilnmety vbofq-name
‘was John . Mondle;. 2 mdn - of very indiffercat
smblsi - This manis cabin, was-between! the
-detksyy exatily ower ~where, Lrhw.apbtcaﬁ of
-the ‘qudicerkdack daddes.  Onelmigh,sthe sth
DA prilp: being.eerrified with. a1 dram; he
wikokit in fo greas, a ofrightsshat he) conld pot
mefoinshis bed: any llénger, nor.‘even:ferin
s his@dbis ;. ap‘hbo m gpmqunhasbom

oo g} four

"sg .
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« four o’clock in the :morning ‘extremely agi-
tated. He immediatly told thofe on the
deck of the agonies of his mind, and the
dream which occafioned it; in which he faid
he had. feen many things very awful, and had:
been warned by St. Peter to.repent, who told
him his time was fhort. This he faid had greatly
alarmed him, and he was determined to alter
his-life. People generally. mock the fears of
others when they are themfelves in fafery ;
and fome of his fhipmates who heard him only
laughed at him. However, he made a vow.
that he never would drink ftrong liquors
again, and he immediately got a light, and
gave away his. fea-ftores of liquer. After

. which, his agitation ftill continuing, he began
to read the fcriptures, hoping to find fome.

~ relief; and foon afterwards he laid himfelf
down again on his bed, and endeavoured to
compofe himfelf to fleep, but to no purpofe;.
his mind ftill continuing in a ftate of agony.
By this time it was exaltly half sfter feven in
the morning; I was then under the half-deck
at the great:cabin door; and all at once I
heard the people in the waift cry out, moft
fearfully—¢ The Lord- have mercy upon us!
¢ We are all loft! the Lord have mercy
¢upon us ! Mr. Mondle hearing the cries,
immediately ran aut of his cabin; and we
—ei E 3 - were
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- were inftantly fruck by the Lynre, 2 forty-
gun fhip; Captain Clerk, which nearly ran

- us down. This fhip had juft-put about, and
was by the wind, but had not got full head-

» way, or we muft all have perithed ; for-the
wind- was - britk. However, .before Mr..
Mondle had got™four fteps: from his cabin

. door, fhe ftruck our fhip with her cutwater,

. right in the middle of his bed and cabin, and
ran it up to: the combings of the quarter deck

s hatchway, and above three feet below water,

_and in a minute there was not a bite of mood

. to be feen where Mr. Mondle’s cabin ftood ;

.. and he was fo near being killed, that fome of

+ ;s the fplinters tore his face. As Mr. Mondle
muft inevitably have, perithed from this acci-

- dent, had he not been alarmed in the very ex-
traordinary way I have related, I could not

. help regarding this as.an awful interpofition

. of Providence for his-prefervation. The two

_ thips for fome time fwinged alongfide of each

. other; for aurs being a firethip, our grap-

- pling-irons caught. the- Lynae every.. way,

_and the yards and rigging went at an afto- -

. nifhing rate. Our fhip was_in.fuch a fhock-

. ing conditron’ that we all thought fhe would
inftantly go down, and every one ran for
their lives, and got as well as they could on

. board the, Lynne; but our licutenant bcit_xlxlg'
: ) e

L -
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" “the -aggrefibr, he never quitted the fhip.
- However, when we found fhe did not
- fink, immediately, the captain came on board
~-again and encouraged our people to return

and try to- fave her. Many of them came
« back, but fome would not venture. Somec of
«the fhips in the fleet, fecing our fituation,
- immedtately fent their-boats to our affiftance,
» but it took. us the whole day to fave the fhi
. with all their help. And by ufing every pof«
* fible means, particularly frapping her toge-
~.ther with many hawfers, and-putting a greit

quantity of “tallow . below .water where fhe
~was damaged, fhe.was kept together; butit

- was_well we did not meet with any gales -of

wind, or we muft have gone to pieces; for
“we were in fuch a crazy condition that we
-+ had fhips.to attend us till we-arrived at Belle-
-Hle,. the place .ef owr deffination; and then
- ave had all things taken out of:the fhip, and

. fhe was properly repaired. This efcape .of
<2Mir. Mondle, which he, as well as myfelf,
-always confidered as a fingular a& of Provi-
--dence, .1 believe had a great influence on his

~life and condu ever afterwards.

'Now that-] am on this fubje&, I beg leave
-ito relate another inftance or two which
Atrongly raifed my belief of the. particular
.nterpofition aof Heaven, and which might

( E 4 .ngt
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not otherwife have found a place here, from
their infignificance. 1 belonged for a few
days, in the year 1748, to the Jafon, of fifty-
four guns, at Plymouth; and one night, when
I was on board, a woman, with a child at
her breaft, fell from the upper deck do%n
into the hold, near the keel. Every one
thought that the mother and child muft be
both dafhed to pieees ; but, to our great fur-
prife, neither of them was hurt. I myfelf
one day fell headlong from the upper deck
of the Atna down the after-hold, when the "~
ballaft was out; and all who faw me fall cried -
out I was killed ; but I received not the leaft -
injury. And in the fame fhip a man fell’
from the maft-head on the deck without be-
ing hurt. . In thefe, and in many more in-"
ftances, I thought I could plainly trace the
hard of God, without whofe permiffion a
fparrow cannot fall. 1 began to raife my
fear from man to him alone, and to call daily
on his holy name with fear and reverence:
and I truft he heard my fupplications, and
gracioufly condefcended to anfwer me ac-
cording to his holy word, and to implant the
feeds of piety in me, even one of the meaneft
of his creatures. : -
- When we had refitted our fhip, and -all
things” were in readinefs for attacking the
‘ place,
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place, the troops on board the tranfports were |
ordered to difembark; and my mafter, as a
junior captain, had a fhare in the command

the landing. This was on the 12th of
April. The French were drawn up on the
fhore, and had made every difpofition to op-
pofe the ‘landing of our men, only a fmall
part of them this day being able to effect it 5
moft of them, after fighting with great bra- .
very, were cut off ; and General Crawford,
with a number of others, were taken prifon-
ers. In this day’s engagement we had alfo
our lieutenant killed.

On the 21ft of April we renewed our ef-
forts to land the men, while all the men of
war were ftationed along the fhore to cover "
it, and fired at the French batteries and
breaftworks, from early in the morning till
about four o’clock in the evening, when our
foldiers effeted a fafe landing. They im-.
mediately atracked the French; and, after a
fharp encounter, forced them from the bat-
teries. Before the enemy retreated, they
blew up feveral of them, left they fhould fall
into our hands. Our men now proceeded to.
befiege the citadel, and my malter was or-
dered on fhore to fuperintend the landing -of
all the materials neceffary for carrying on the
fiege ;' in ‘which fervice I moftly - attended

- - E3s ‘ him.
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- him. 'While I was there I went about to dif-
ferent parts of the ifland ; and one day, par-
ticularly, my curiofity almoft coft me my life.
1 wanted very much to fee the mode of

. charging the mortars, and letting off the fhells,

~and for that purpofe I went to an Englith

- battery that was but very few yards from the
walls of the citadel. There indeed I had

« an opportunity of completely gratifying roy-

-{elf 1n feeing the whole cperation, and that

not without running a very. great rifk, both

from the Englith thells that burft while T was
there, but likewife from thofe of the French.

One of the largeft of their fhells burfted

within pine or ten yatds ef me: there wasa

fingle rock clofe by, about the fize of a butt ;

. ahd I got inftant fkelter under it in time to
avoid the fury of the thell. Where it burft -
the earth was tora in fuch a manner.that two

- or three butts might eafily have gone into the

- hole it made, and it threw -great quantities of

. ftones and dirt: to a- confiderable diftance.
Three thots were alfo fired at me, and anorhcr

“boy who was along. with me, onc of thcm in

- particular | ﬁzemcd '

Jry i : )

RN
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.

.« Wirg'd thh red hghtmng and xmpetuom mge ;

! br, thh a moit drtadful found, +i6 hiffed cquc
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’by me, and ftnick a reck at a ligtle diftancs,
- which it fhattcred to pieces. When I faw
- what perilous circumitances I was in, I at-
.tempted to return.the neareft way I could
find, and thereby I got between the Englifh
~and the French centinels. An Englifh fer-
jeant, who commanded the outpofts, fecing
~me, and furprifed how I came there (which
-~was by ftealth along the fea-thore), repri-
manded me very feverely for it, and inftandy
taok the centinel off .his poft into cuitody,

- #for his negligenee in fuffering me to pafs the
- lines. While I was in this fituatian I ob-
‘ferved at a little diftance a French horfe be-
-donging to fome iflanders, which I thought I
-aould mow amennt, for the greater expeditioa
-of getting off. Accordingly, I took fome
<cord which’ I had about me, and making- a
“kind of bridle of it, I put it round the horfe’s
head, and the tame beaft very qmietly fuf-
: fered me to te -him thus and mount him. .
As joon as T was on the horfe’s back I-began
~to kick and beat him, and try every means.
- to make him go quick, butall to very little
- . purpofe: I could not drive him out of a flow
_pace. While 1 was creeping along, ftill
- within reach of the enemy’s fhot, I met with
- fervant well moonted on an Englith horfe.
.1 immediately ftopped; and, cryiag, told.
it .E 6 -him

-
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him my cafe, and begged of him to help me;"
and this he effetually did ; for, having a fine -
- large whip, he began to lath my horfe with.it
fo feverely, that he fet off full fpeed with me -
towards the fea, while I was quite unable to
hold or manage him. In this manner I went
along till I came to a craggy precipice. I
now could not ftop my horfe ; and my mind
~ was filled with apprehenfions of my deplora-
ble fate, fhould he go down the precipice,
which he appeared fully difpofed to do: I
* therefore thonght I had better throw myfelf
off him at once, which I did immediately,
with a great deal of dexterity, and fortu-
nately efcaped unhurt. As foon as I found
myfelf at liberty, 1 made the beft of my way
for the fhip, determined I would not be fo
fool-hardy again in a hurry.
- We continued _to befiege the citadel till
- June, when it furrendered. During the fiege
1.have counted above fixty thells and carcafes
in the air at once. When this' place was
tiken I went through the citadel, and in the
bomb-proofs under it, which were cut in the
folid rock; and I thought it a furprifing -
-place both fcr ftrength and building: not-
withtiandinz which our fhots and fhells had
" made amazing devaftation, and ruinous heaps
-all around it, o
o After
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After the taking of this ifland, our thips, -
with fome others commanded by commodore
Stanhope in the Swiftfure, went to Baffe-road,
~where we blocked up a French fleet. Our
fhips were there from June till February fel-
lowing ; and in that time I faw a great many
fcenes of war, and ftratagems on both fides,
to deftroy each other’s fleet. Sometimes we
would attack the French with fome thips of
the line ; at other times with boats ; and fre~
quently we made prizes. Once or twice the
French attacked us, by throwing fhells with
their bomb-veflels ; and one day, as a French
veflel was throwing fhells at our fhips, the
broke from her fprings behind the Hle of
Rhe: the tide being complicated, the came
within 2 gun-fhot of the Naffau; but the
Naffau could not bring a gun to bear upon
her, and thereby the Frenchman¥got off. We
were twice attacked by their fire-floats, which
they chained together, and then . let them
float down with the tide ; but each time we
fent boats with grapplings, and towed them
fafe out of the flcet. :

- We had different commanders while we
were at this place, Commodores Stanhope,
Dennis, Lord Flowe, &c. From thence, be-
fore the Spanifh war began, our thip, and the
Wafp floop, were fent to St. Scbaftian, in

- Spain,
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“*8pain, by Commodore Stanhope; and Comn-

:modore Dennis afterwards fent our fhip as a
cartel® to Bayonne in ‘Franee;} after which
we went in‘February +762, to Belle-Ifle, and
ithere ftayed ull the fummer, then we left it,
-and returned to-Portfmouth. : .

. After our fhip was fitted out again for fer-
vice, in September (he went to Guernfoy,
where ¥ was very glad to fee my old holtek,
who was now a widow, and my former little

-.charming cempanion her daughter. 1 fpent
‘fome time here very happily with them, till

* Among others whem we brought from Bayonne,
-were twa gentlensen who had been in the Weft Indies,
«where they fold flaves ; and they confefled they had made
at one time a falfe bill of fale, and fold two Portuguefe
-white men among.a lot.of flaves.

+ Some people have it, that femetimes thortly before
- -perfonsdie, their ward hasbeen feen; that is, fome fpirit,
exaltly in their likenefs, though they are themfelves+at-
- .other places at the fame time. One.day while we were at
-..Bayonne, Mr. Mondle faw oneiof aur men, as he thought
© - in the gun room; and alittleafter,coming onthequarter-
»-deck, he fpoke of the circumftance of this man to fome-of
. - - theofficers. They told him that tkis man was then outof -
‘the thip, in one of the boats with the.lieutenagt; but
Mr. Mondle would not believe. it, and we fearched the
fhip, when we found the man was a&ually out of her;
,.and when the boat retyrned fometime afterwards;, we
found the man ‘had been drowned the very time Mr.
. Mondle thopght he faw hinn L
.. , . O&oher,
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-1©Cober, .when we had -orders to -repiir-to
- Portfmouth. We -parted .from each other
-.with a great deal of affeion, and 1 pro-
.mifed to return foon, and fee them again,
.-not knowing what .all-pewerful fate had de-
termined for me. - Our fhip- having arrived
at Portfmouth, we went into the harbour, and
,remained-there till the latter end of Novem-
iber, when we heard great.talk about peace;
.and, to our very great jay, in the beginning
. .of December we had orders to go up to
Londen with our fhip to be paid off. We re-
. ceived this news with loud huzzas, and every
. other. demonftration of gladnefs; and no-
- thing but mirth was to be feen throughout
every part of the fhip. T too was not with-
out my fhare of the general joy on this occa-
~‘fion. 1 thought now of nothing but being
freed, and .working for myfelf, and thereby
getting money to enable me to get a good
- education; for 1 always-had a great defire to
be able at leaft to read and write; and while
Y was on fhip-board I had endeavoured to
.. #mprove myfelf in both. While I was in the
. Bna particularly, the captain’s clerk taught
. me to Write, and .gave me a fmattering of
.-arithmetic_as far as the rule of three. There
~~was alfo one Daniel Queen, about forty years
- of age; & mian very well educated; whomcﬂfcﬁ
S «WH
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with me on board this thip, and he likewife:
drefled and attended the captain. Fortu-
nately this man foon became very much at-
tached to me,. and took very great pains to
inftru@ me in many things. He taught me to
fhavc and drefs hair a httle, and alfo to read
in the Bible, explaining many paffages to me,
~ which I did not comprehend. I was wonder-
fully furprifed to fee the laws and rules of my
own country written almoft exaétly here; a
circumftance which I believe tended to im-
prefs our manners and cuftoms more deeply
on my memory. I ufed to tell him of this
refemblance ; and many a time we had. fat
up the whole night together at this employ-
ment. In fhort he was like a father to me; -
and fome even ufed to call me after his name;
they alfo ftyled me the black Chriftian. In-
deed I almoft loved him with the affetion
of a fon. Many things [ have deniéd myfelf
that he might have them ; and when I ufed
to play at " marbles or any other game, and
won a few halfpence, orgot any little money,
which I did fometimes for fhaving any oney L
ufed to buy him a little fugar or tobacco, - as
~far as my ftock .of money would go.. He
ufed to fay, that he and I never fhould part;
and that when our fhip was paid off, and I was
as free as himfelf or.any other man.on boark;i
e

-—

N
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he would inftruét me in his bufinefs, by whreh
I might gain a good livelihood. This gave.
me new life and tpirits, and my heart burned
within me, while I thought the time long till
I obtained my freedom: for though my mafter
had. not promifed it to me, yet beflides the .
affurances I had received that he had no right
to detain me, he always treated me with the.
greateft kindnefs, and repofed in me an un-
bounded confidence; he even paid attention
to my morals; and would never fuffer me to
deccive him, or tell lies, of which he ufed to .
tell me the confequences; and that if I did fo,

~ God would not love me ; fo.that from all this
tendernefs I had never once fuppofed, in all.

 my dreams of freedom, that he would think
of detaining me any longer than I withed.

‘Ia purfuance of our orders we failed from
Portfmouth for the Thames, and arrived at
Deptford the 1oth of December, where we.

_ caft anchor juft as it was high water. The
fhip was up about half an hour, when my
mafter ordered the barge to be manned; and .
all in an inftant, without having before given
me the leaft reafon to fufpeé any thing of the:
matter, he forced me into the barge, faying, -
I was going to leave him, but he would take"
care I fhould not. I was fo ftruck with the

~unexpettednefs of this proceeding, that for-
‘ fome
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7 fome time I could not make a reply, only:E.
-made an offer to go for my books and cheft
. of clothes, but he fwore I fhould not move
. out of his fight; and if I did he-would cut my
throat, at the fame time taking his hanger.
-1I' began, however,: to.-callet myfelf: and,
- plucking up courage,1 told him. I:was free,
and he could not by law ferve me-fo. But

. this only enraged him the more ;-and he con-
. tinued to.-fwear,.and faid he would. foon let
me know whether he would or net, and .at
that inftant fprung himfelf into the barge from
-the fhip, to.the aftonifhment and forrow of
.all on board. Thetide,. rather unluckily fer
~me, had juft.turned downward, fo that we
quickly fell dow the river along with it, tilt

- we came among fome outward-bound Weft-
-Indiamen ;. for he was refolved to put ‘mc' on
;1 baard; the firft veflel he. ceuld-get to receive:
ame. The boat’s; crew, who pulled againft
- their will, became quite faint at different times,
.and would have gone athore, but he would .
. not let them. Same of them ftrove then.o.
+cheer me, and tald me he could:not {ell me,
and that they ywould ftand by.me, which re-
- vived, me a little, and encauraged my hopes;
:for as they pulled along he afked fome veflels
+to0- receive’ me, and they would not. Bug,
Jufk as we had got a lietle .below Gravefend,
R . {3

.-Lv
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. -we came alongfide af a Thip which was going

away the next .tide for the Weft Indies; her

. name was the Charming Sally, Capt. James
- Doran;.and my wmafter went on. board and

agreed with him for me; and in. a litdle time

=T was fent for into the cabin. When I came

there, Captain Doran afked me if I knew him.

I anfwered that I did not; ¢ Then,’ faid he,

‘. you are- npow my flave.’ » I told him my

- mafter ceadd not fell me to him, nor to any

~one elfe. ¢ Why,” faid' he, ¢ did not your
- ¢ mafter buy you 2’ I qonfefled he-did. Bur
I have ferved -him, -faid [, many years,

- and he has taken all. my wages and prize-

-money; for: I only-got-one fixpence during
-the war; befides. this I have been baptized ;

and by the-laws of the land no man has a

.right to fell me: and I added, that I had
- heard a lawyer, and.others at different times,
.tell my mafter fo. - They both then faid that
. thofe people who tald me fb were not my

.was too well convinced of his power over me

friends: but I replied—It. was very ‘extraor-

. dinary that other people did not know the
law as well as ﬁ
: Doran faid I talked too much Englith ; and

y. Upon this Captain

if I did not behave myfelf well, and be quiet,
he had a method on beard to make me. :I

P
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to doubt what he faid: and my former fuf-
ferings in the flave-fhip prefenting themfelves:
to my mind, the recolle¢tion of them made
me fhudder. However, before I retired, 1.
told them that as I could notrget any right’
among men here, I hoped I fhould hereafter
in Heaven; and I immediately left the cabin,
- filled with refentment ard forrow. The only
coat I'had with me my mafter took away with'
him, and faid, ¢ If your prize-money had’
¢ been 10,000l. I had a right to it-all, and

¢ would have taken it.” I had about -nine’
guineas, which 'during my. long fca-faring
life, I had fcraped together from trifling per-

qQuifites and littie ventutes; and I hid it thae"
inftant, left my mafter thould take that from!
me likewife, ftill hoping that by fome mieans
or other I fhould make my efcape to the thore,:
and indeed fome of my old thipmates told me.
not to dcfpair,. for they would get me back’
again; and that, as foon as they could get
‘their pay, they would immediately come to-
Portfmouth to me, where this fhip was going:

but, alas! all my hopes were baffled, and the

hour of my deliverance was as yet far off..
My mafter, having foon concluded his bar-

gain with the captain, came out of the cabin,

and he and his peaple got into the boat, and'
T , put
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put off ; I followed them with achinB-eyes as.
long as I could, and-when they were out of

ﬁght I threw myfclf on the deck, with a heart '
rcady to.burft with for{p\y and anguxﬂx

o [ i

Ch, CHAP. V..
,,_,,j‘,,., . i :
T b& Mitbor’s xefleions an ‘bz:;ﬁuntxm I de+
.- cerved. by a prowife. of being delivered. = His
~defpair «at failing for the We Indics. — Ar-
pives at> Mont tferrat, where ke fold to M.
, King,v»-Vamqs interefling iufrnces of oppref=
~ufions crualipi ond resisortion, wobich. the airtbor
5 J&w proéiifedupen. sba flaves iw the W eft+Indies
- durng. bis ﬁqpt;m{y,.)frm -the year 1763 to
1 13766.—~Addrglton Milhe p&mtm . :
ol 1:.1'13\"6’,:) Py I
- 1 Hso-af: theymoment Jﬂpbﬂed atl my .
wils.to Andy; was Lplunged, as.1 fuppofed, u};
s newidlgvery;: [is; gomparifon -of 'which -ail
A1y itsvics ; hicherto, had .4 een pexfedt. free~
dant ;- and, whefe . 1015, - akways - prefent to
o mind, -new, suflied"on it With tedfold ag-
grzvanon ~il.ytept wery, bitterly for fome
ume fandvrbes;n 1 6Q shm tha; I mumgaw
L0h one

r
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dbne fomething to difpleafe the Lord, thithé :
thus punithed me fo feverely.- This filled me
with painful refle€tions on my paft conduét; -
I recollected that‘on the ‘morning of our ar-
rival at Deptford I ‘had rathly fworn that as -
foon as we reached London I wauld fpend the
night in rambling and fpott. My conicience
fmote me for this unguarded expreffion: I felt
that the Lord was able to" difappeint me in -
all things, and- immediately “ confidered my -
prefent fituation as-a judgment of Heaven on
account- of ‘ny *prefumption «in fweariag: 1*
therefore,: with contrition .of heart, ackdow-
ledged -my ‘trinfgreffion to ‘God, -end poured *
out my foul"before *him- with unfeigiied re--
pentance, :and with earneft fupplieations I-be-
fought Himinst. toabasdon e intay diftvefs, -
nor -caft, Wefrans fils: therey for ever. “¥qa
Little imesmy grief, \fpent-with its own vio-
lehce, bepan ¢ fibfide ;1 ang  dfter~the firft *
confufion of my thoughts was over; I refle@ted -
with imote taimmels vrimry-prefent condition : -
I ‘confiderpd that triglsibpd dippointinents -
are donhetitves for - garogoad, ‘afid vEiheught -
Guod rhighy perhapsi- lhve : permitted this\in
order ‘to" yeath e wifdorh wnd' refighationy -
for he had hitherto fhudowed’ ore -withi the -
wings of this mercy, and by His'invifible but -
pawtrfol thand -brought- se:thedwiy{ knew

L b 3 not *
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‘net. Thele refle@ions gave me a lietle com: -
fort; and I arofe at laft from  the deck with «
dejetion and forrow -in my countehance, yet
mixed with fome faint hope that -the Lord
would appear-for my deliverance.

Soon afterwards: as my new mafter was -
going on -fhore; he ciled mé to him, and -
‘told me to behave myfelf:well,<and do the -
ibufinefs “of the-thip the fame as any. of the
voft of the'boys, and that I :fhould fare the -
bétter for it bBut I made him no anfwer. I:
was then afked if I could fwim, amd I faid, -
No. ‘However I was made to go under the -
deek, and was wéll watchéd. Tlhie: next tide :
the {bip got under way, and foon after arrived *
at the Mother Bank, Portfmouth.; where the -
wwaited a few days for-fome of the ‘Weft India -
‘convoy.' While 1 was'here ¥ tried every means
1 tould devife among the people of the thip -
to get me a boat from the thore, a8 thére was -
none fuffered to-come along fide of the fhip; -
and "their own, -whenever it:-was ufed, was
heifted in .again immediately. - A fatlor on -
béard took a guinea from me on preteace ‘of
getting me a boat; and promifed me, timre after
time, that it was hourly-to come ¢ff. When -
e had the watch upon deck I watéhed alfo;
and looked long enough, but -all‘in vain ; f
could-never fee cither the-boat or my guinen -

again. -
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§m - And what I thought was ftill the worft
all,

the fellow gave information, as I af-
terwards found, all the while to the mates
of my intention to go off, if I could in any
way do it; but, roguc-hkc, he never told
them he had got a guinea from me to procure
my efcape, - However,, after we had failed,
and his trick was “made. known to the fhip’s
crew, I had fome fatisfaion in feeing him
detefted and defpifed by them all for his be-
haviour to .me. I was ftill in hopes that my
old fhip-mates would not forget their promife
to come for me at Portfmouth; and they did
at laft, but not till the day before we failed,
fome of them did come’ there, and fent me
- off fome oramges, and other tokens of their
regard. They alfo fent me ward they would
come off to me themfelves the next day or the
day after; and a lady alfo, who lived in Gof-
pport, wrote to me .thag fhe would come and
take me out of the thip at the fame time. This
lady had, been once very intimate with my
former mafter; I ufed to fell and . take care
‘of a great dea) of property for her in differcat
thips; and in return fhe always Ihcwed great
friendfhip for, me; and ufed to tell my mafter
that the wouldxtake me away te live with her:
but unfortunately for me, a difagreement

foon aftcrv.ards took. place betweeq. them
and
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and fhe was fucceeded in my mafter's ‘good
graces by another lady, who appeared fole
miftrefs of the AEtna, and mottly lodged on
board. Iwas not fo great a favourite with
this lady as with the ?ormer; the had con-
ceived 2 pique againft me on fome occafion
when ‘fhe was on board; and fhe did not fail
to inftigate my mafter to treat me in the man-
ner he did *. ,
However the néxt morning, the joth of
"December, the wind being brifk and eafterly,
the ZEolus frigate, which was to efcort the
convoy, made a fignal for failing. All the
thips then gbt up their anchors ; and, before
any of my friends had an opportunity to come
off to my relief, to my inexpreflible anguifl
our fhiphad'gotunder way. What tumultuous.
emotions agitated my foul when the convoy
got under fail, and I, a prifoner on board, now
‘without hope!Tkept my fiwvimming eyes upon:
the land in a ftate of unutterable grief; not
knowing what to do, and defpairing how to

#* Thus was I facsificed to the envy and refentment of
this woman, for knowing that the lady ‘whom the had fuc-
ceeded ip my .mafter’s good - graces defigned to tuke me
_into her fervice; which, had I once got on fhore, fhe would
npt have been able to prevear. . Ste felt her -pride-alarmed
at :d;e“ﬁxgqriorixy, of her rival in being atteuded by a black
fervani; it was not lels to prevent this than to be res
venged, an.me, that fhe caufed the captain to treat me thus

crucliye . . . RSUDUE - .
- F ) help
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help myfelf. While my mind was in. this

fituation, the fleet failed ony. and in one day’s
time I loft fight of the withed-for lamd. In
the firft expreflions of my, grief I reproached
my fate, and withed 1 had pever heen born.
I was ready to curfe the tide that bore us,
the gale that wafted my prifon, and even-the
thip that conduéted uss and I ealled on death
to relieve me from the horrors I felt ‘and
dreaded, that I might be in that :place-

¢ Where flaves are free, and men opprefs ne'more,..© -,

‘6t Fool that I was, inur’d fo lo:g td pdin, e SR

¢ To iruft to hope, or dréam ol joy agaik. -

Gk B B % % B R % KN E S E R kR

¢ Now dragg’d once more beyond the weftern fain,

¢t To groan beneath fome daftard planter’s ¢hain;

¢ Where my poor countrymeh in bondage wait

¢¢ The long enfranchifement of a ling’ring fate :

% Hard lingering fate! while ere the dawn uf day,

* Rous’d by the Iath, they go their cheerlefs way 3

¢ And as their foul with fhame and anghith burn;

« Salute with groans unwelcome:morn’s i‘etugn, ’

¢ And, chiding ev’ry hour the flow.paced fum, + - - ¢

« Purfue their toils till all bis race isrums |, - - .

@ No eye to mark their {fufferings with a tear;

& No¥rdend to comfort, and no hope to cheer :

¢ Then, like the dull unpity’d brutes, repair )

« Tofalls as wretched, and as coarf¢. a fare ; o

¢ Thank heaven one day.of mis’ry was o'er, .

¢ Then fink to fleep, and with to wake no-mere.””® . -

: . . R I

# « The dying Negro,” a poem originally publithed in'1773¢

Perhaps it may not be deemed impertinent here to add, ‘that this

elecgant and pathetic little poem was occafiomed, as ‘appears by thr

advertifement prefixed to it, by the following incident : ¢A black

who a few days before, had run-away from his mafter, and got

b

himfelf

L

I
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The turbulence of my emotions, however,
naturaly gave way to calmer thoughts, .and f
foon perceived what fate had decreed .no
mortal on earth could prevent.” The chi¥o
failed on without any accident, with 2 plea:
fant gale and fmooth fea; for fix weeks, {iil
February, when one morning' the &olds rusi
downa brig, one of the convoy, “and fH¢ in-
ftantly went down and was ingulfed in'thd
dark recefles of the ocean. The convoy wa¥
immediately thrown into great confufion till
it was day-light; ‘and the Zolus was iHumi.
nated with lights to prevent any farther mift
chief. On the 13th of February 1763, from
the maft-head, we defcried vur deftined
ifland Montferrat, and foon after I beheld
thofe - - -- o

¢ Regions of forrow, doleful thades, where peace
“ And refy can rarely dwell.  Hope never comes
¢ "That comes to ali, but rorture wishout end.

¢ Still urges.”

At the fight of this land of bondage, a freth
horror ran through all my frame, and chilled
me to the heart. My former {lavery now rofe
in dreadful review to my mind, and difplayed
nothing but mifery, ftripes, and chains ; and,
in the firft parox{ym of my grief, I called upon
God’s thunder, and his avenging power, to
himfelf chriftened, with intent 1o marry a white woman, his fel
low fervant, being taken, and fent on board a thip in the Thames,
teok an opportunity of fhooling himfelf through the head.”

: F2 direét
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direét the ftroke of death to me, rather than
permit me to become a flave, and to be fold
from lord to lord. 7 ,
In this ftate of my mind our fhip came to
an anchor, and foon after difcharged her
cargo. I now knew what it was to work
hard ; I was made to help to unload and load
the thip. And, to comfort me in my diftrefs
in that time, two of the failors robbed me of
all my money, and ran away from the fhip. I
had been fo long ufed to an European climate,
that at firft I felt the fcorching Weft-India
fun very painful, while the dathing furf
would tofs the boat and the people in it fre-
quently above high-water mark. Sometimes
our limbs were broken with this, or even at-
tended with inftant death, and I was day by
day mangled and torn. S
About the middle of May, when the fhip
was got ready to fail for England,-I all the
time believing that Fate’sblackeft clouds were
- gathering over my head, and expeéting their
burfting would mix me with the dead, captain
Doran fent for me afhore one morning, and I
was told by the meflenger that my fate was
then determined. With trembling fteps and
fluttering heart I came to the captain, and
found with him one Mr. Robert King, a qua-
kerand the firft merchant in the place. The
4¢ captain then told me my former ma_ﬁer{l_'nad
S N ent
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fent me there to be fold ; but that he had de-
fired him to get me the beft mafter he could,
as he told him, I was a very deferving boy,
which Captain Doran faid he found to be
true, and if he were to ftay in the Weft Indies,
he would be glad to keep me himfelf; but he
could not venture to take me to London, for
he was very fure that when I came there I
would leave him.” I at that inftant burft outa
erying, and begged much of him to take me
to England with him, butall to no purpofe.
- % He told me he had got me the very beft
mafter in the whole ifland, with whom I fhould
be as happy as if I were in England, and for
that reafon he chofe to let him have me,
though he could fell me to his own brother-
m-law for a great deal more money than what
ke got fromthisgentlemar.” Mr. King mvnew
Tnafter, then made a reply, and faid, the rea-
fon he had bought me was on accou il of iy
good charalter; and, as he had not the leaft
doubt of my good behaviour, 1 thould be very
well off with him. He alfo told nie he did not
hve in the Weft Indies, but at Philadelphia,
where he was going foon; and, as I under-
ftood fomething of the rules of arithmetic,
when we got there he would put me to fchool,
and fit mefora clerk. Thisconverfationreliev-*
ed my mind a little, and I left thofe gentlemen
confiderably more at eafe in‘myfelf than when

> | Icame
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I camé-to them; and 1 was very thankfuf to
Captain Doran, and even to my old mafter,
for the charalter they had given me; a cha-
rafter which I afterwards found of infinite
“fervice to me. 1 went on board again, and
took my lcave of all my thipmates; and the
next day the {hip failed. When fhe weighed
anchor I went to the water fide and looked
atherwith avesy withfuland aching heart, and
followed her with iny eyesuntil the was totally
out of fight. I was fo bowed down with grief
that I could not hold up my head -for many*
months; and if my new matter had nvt been
kind to me, I believe I fhould bavedied under
it atlaft. And indeed I foon found that he
fully deferved the good charatter which Cap-
tain Doran had given me of him; for he pof-
fefled a moft amiable difpoﬁtipn and temper,
and was very charitable and humane. If any
of his flaves behaved amifs, he did not beat or
ufe them ill, but parted with them. This made
them afraid of difobliging him; and as he
treated his flaves better than any other man
on the ifland, fo he was better and more faith-
fully ferved by them in return, By this kind
treatment I did at laft endeavour to compofe
- myfelf; and with fortitude, though moneylefs,
determined to face whatever fate had decreed.
for me. Mr. King foon afked me what I could
do; and at the fame time faid he did not mean
n ' to

. ~.

;";.
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to ireat me as 2 common flave. [ told him [
"knew fomething of feamanfhip, and could
thave and drefs huir-pretty well; and I could
refine wines, which T had learned onthipboard
where I had often done it; amd that I ceuld
write, and undertood arithmetic tolerably well
s far as the Rule of Three. He then afked
me if 1 knew any of gaugtinz; ‘and, on
mmy anfwering that 1 did not, he faid one of
bis clerks fhould teach me to gauge.
- ‘Mr. King dealt in all manner of merchan-
dize, and Rept from one to fix clerks. He
Boaded many veffels in a year; particularly to
Phijadelphia, where he was born, and was.
eopnelted with a great merchantile boufe in
dhat city.” He had, befides .many veflels,
-droggers of different fizes, which ufed to go
‘@¢bout the ifland and other plicestocolledt rum,
fugsr, and other goods. I underftoed pulling
«and managing thofe boats very well; and this
thard work, which was the ﬁr% that he fet me
1o, in the fugar feafons, ufed to be my eonftant
employment. 1 ‘have rowed the boat, and
-flaved at the oars, from ene hour to fixteen m
the twenty-four; during which I had fifteen
}Lence fierling per day to live- on, theugh
; mctimesonfyten pence. However, this was
-confiderably more than was allowed to other
flaves that ufed to work often with me, and
belonged to other gentlemen on the illand:.
O , Fa thele:



[‘ 128 ]

thefe’ poor fouls had never more -than nine-
nce a day, and feldom more than fix-pence,
ﬁ%m» their mafters -or owners, thaugh they
earned them threeor fourpifterines* aday: for
it is a comimon prattice in the. Weft Indiess
for men to purchafe flaves thoughthey havenot
plantations themfelves, in ordertolet themout
to planters-and merchants at fo much a-piece
by the day, and they give what allowance
they choofe out of this produce of their daily
.work tatheir flaves for fubfiftence; thisallpw-
ance is ‘often very fcanty. ,'My mafter often
.gave the ownersof thefe flaves two.and a half
of thefe pieces per day, and faund the poor
fellows in vi€tuals himfelf, becaufg he thought
.their owners did not feed then well;enaugh
Lacoordini to the work they did. 2nThe flaves
_ufed to hke this very well, and af they knew
-my mafter to be a man-of feeling,’ they were
.always glad to work for him in preference tp
.any other gentleman; fonge of whom, aftar
-they had been paid for thefe poor people's
:labours, would not give them their allowanacs
.out of it.. Many.times have I feen thafe unfor-
; tunatewretches beaten forafking for their pay;
,and often feverely flogged by -their.owners if
they.did .not bring them their daily of weely
. money exaltly to the time; though the poor
. .. % Tacfe piftcrines are of the value of a fhilling.

o 4 creatures

S..0 L.
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-creature$ were obliged to wait on the gentle-
‘men they had worked for, fometimes more than
‘half the day, before they could get their pay;
and thisgenerally on Sundays, whenthey want-
-ed the time for themfelves. In particular, [ knew
a countryman of mine, who once did not bring
the weekly money direétly that it was carned;
and though he brought it the fame day to his
_nrafter, yet he was ftaked to the ground for his
pretended. negligence, and was juft going to
“receive a hundred lafhes, but for a gentleman
who begged him off fifty. This poor man was
- very incfuﬁrious, and by his frugality had faved
{o much money, by working on thipboard, that
-he had got a white man to buy him a boat,
- unknown to his mafter. Some time after he
had -this little eftate, the governor wanted a
boat to bring his fugar from different parts of
the ifland; and, knewing this to be a negro-

© aman's béat, he feized upon it for himfelf, and
- would not pay the owner a farthing. The man
* on this went to his matter, and complained to
- him of this aét of the governor; but the only
* fatisfaétion he received was to be damned very
~ heartily by his mafter, who afked him how
- dared any of his negroes to have a boat. ‘If
-~ the juftly-merited ruin of the governor’s for-
tune could be any gratification to the poor
man he had thus robbed, he was not witheut
- confolation.  Extortion and rapine are poor
. Fj providers-

2
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providets; and fome time after this the govenr
nor died in the King’s Bench, in England, as
I was told, in great poverty. The laft war
favoured this poor negro-man, and he found
fome means to efcape from his Chriftian ma-
fter; he came to England, where I faw him
afterwards feveral times. Such treatment as
this often drives théfe miferable wretches to
defpair, and they run away from their ma-
.fiers at the hazard of their lives. - Many of
them in this place, unable to get their pay -

.when they have earned it, and fearing to be
flogged as ufual, if they return home with-
out t run away where they can for fhelter,
and a reward is often offered to bring them

-in dead or alive. My mafter ufed fometimes
in thefe cafes, to agree with their owners, and

" tofettle with them himfelf; and-thereby he

- faved many of them a flogging. -

" Once, for a few days, I was let out to fit
a veflel, and I had no vi&uals allowed me by
either party; at laft I told my mafter of this
treatment, and hetook me away from him. Int

- many of the eftates, on the different iflands

- where I ufed to be fent for rum or fugar, they

" would not deliver it to me, or any other ne-
- gro; he was therefore obliged to fend a white

- man along with me to thofe places; and then

he ufed to pay him from fix to ten pifterines

a day, From being thus employed, durill)lg

. the

. “~ -
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.. Lhad the good fottune to pleafe my mafter
in évery: depariment im. which he employed
me; and' there was fearcely any part of his:
Bufinefs, or houthold affairs, in which I was.
mot accafionally ged. I often fupplied
&exﬁxl;lm of a c}eﬁg ‘hini receiving an ﬁgrdir
weriing cargoss to the fhips; in teading fieres,
and "delivering ‘gdods: ani, befides this, &
aufed to fthave and drefs my mafter when con--
wenient, and take care of his harfe; and when
it was neceflary, which -was yery often,. 1
worked likewt ‘f_ on:board -of different veffels.
of his. " By thefe ‘means I became very ufeful
to my mafter; and faved him,:aghe vidd to
-acknowledge, abowe a hundred pe:unds a year.
“NNor did hedcrupleto fay I. was of mare ad--
-vantage to hink than any of his clerks; though:
their ufual wages in the Weft Indies are from.

fixty to a hendred pounds current a year.. |
I have fometimes heard it afferted, that a:

negro ' cannot' earn- his mafler- the firft coft;: -

‘but hothing can befurther from the truth.. 4
fuppofe nine tenths %f tge'gmchanics through-
o - ' : out.
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out the Weft Indies are/negrostflaves; and ¥
well know the coopets anwing thtm earn two
dollars a' day; - the cabpenters the fame, and
oftentimes more; ‘as"alfo :the. nafons, {miths,
and fithermen, &c. and I havé (known many
flaves whofe mafters-would: not. thke a- thou-
fand pounds current for them. But furely
iis affertion refutes itfelf; for, ifort be true,
why do'the planters and merchants pay vfuch
a price for flaves? And, above: all, . -why o
‘thofe who make this affertion exclaim the moft
-doudly againtt the abolition of thenflave trade?
-So much are - we' blinded, and.tc {uch incan-
fiftent arguments are they driven by:miftaken -
Antereft! 1 grant,’'indeed, that flaves are’fome>
-times, by half-feeding, -halficloathing, ! ver-
aworking; and ftripes, reduced folow, that they
-are turned out as unfit for fervige; and-left to
‘perith in the ‘wools, “or-expi ) h-dung-
hille o o oL s sl
~1 My mfter was Beveral times offered: by
different %ehﬂe_men ohe hundred guineas!for
-me 3 but he always teld. them' he would nat
{ellme, to my great joys and I ufed todotm
-ble my diligence and care for fear of. getting
into -the - hands of - thofe men who did:mot ak-
dow a valuable flave the common fupport of
life. ‘Many of them even ufed to fmd faulf
with my mafter for feeding his. flaves fo: well
as ke did; although I often went hungry, and
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ar Englifhman might think-my- fare very in-
different ; ‘but he ufed to tell them he always
would do it, becaufe the flaves thereby looked
better and did more work: - -
. While I was thus employed by my matter,
I was often a ‘witnefs to.cruelties of every
kind, which were exercifed on my unhapp
fellow flaves. 1 ufed frequently to have dif-
ferent cargoes of new negroes in my care for
fales and it was almeft 2 conftant prattice
with our clerks, and other whites, to commit
violent depredations on'the chaftity of the fe-
male flinesy and. thefe I was, though with
reliflance, obliged 10 fubmit to at all times;
being unable to help them. When we have
had fome of thefe flaves on board my mafter’s
veflel’s te. carry them to, other ,iflands, or to
“America, I have known our mates to commit
thefe afts moft fhamefully, to the difgrace,
bot of Chriftians only, but of men. I have
even known them gratify their bruta] paffions
with females not-ten years. old ; and thefe
abominations fome of them prattifed to fuch
dcandalous excefs, that ene of our captains
Aifcharged the mate and others on that ac:
count. . -And yet in Montferrat I have feen a
negro-man ftdked to the ground, and cut moft
dhockingly, and then his ears cut off bit by
Jbit, -becaufe he had. been connefted with a
‘white- woman who.was a gommon proftitute.
i , : as
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a4 if it were no crime in thé whites 0 rob are
nnocent -African girl of her virtue ; ‘but mofb
Reinous in-a black man only to gratify a'paf+
fion of nature, where the temptation was ofs
fered by one of a difierent colour, theugh the:
moft-abandened womau of her fpecie.. . -

One Mr. Drammond told me. that he had
fold 41,000 negroes, and that _he:encé:cut off
a négro-man’s leg for sunning away. - afked’
him, if the man had died ia the operation ¥
How he, as a Chriftian, could anfwer for the:
horiid a& before God? And he tuld me, an~
fwering was a thing of another werld;; what
he thought and did were poticy.. .1told him:
that the/Chriftian doéirine taught usto doumo:
others as wewould that others thould do unto.
us.. He then faid. that his fcheme had the
defired effeét—it cured that man: and fome:
~ others.of funning away. , PR

Arother negro ' man was half hanged, and:
then burnt, for attempting to poifon 2:cruel-
overfeer. Fhus, by repeated cruelties, are the
wretches firft urged to defpair, and. then:
murdered, bécaufe' they &ill retain fo mvach.
‘of human nature about them as to wifh to put
an end to their mifery, and retaliate on their
tyrants! Thefe: everfeers are indeed for the-

moft part perfons of the: worft charaéter of

any dénomination of men in the Weft Indies.

‘Unfortunately, irany humane geatlemen, by

not
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mot refiding on ‘their eftates, are obliged tor
leave the management of .them in the hands
‘of thefe human butchers,who cut and mangle

. the flaves in a fhocking msnner on the moft

trifling occafions, and altegether treat them
‘in every refpe&t like brutes. They pay np
-regard to the fituation of pregnant women,
_nor the leaft attention to the lodging of
-the - field-negroes. 'Their huts, which ought
.to be well covered, and the place dry where
they take their little repofe, are often open:
fheds, built in damp places; fo that, when
the * creatures return tired from the toils
of meld, they contra® many diforders,
from being expofed te the damp air in this un-
‘comfortable ftate, while they are heated, and
‘their pores are open. This neglett certain]

. confpires withmany others tocaufe a decreafe
in the births as well as in the lives of the
grown negroes. ] can quote many inftances

- of gentlemen who refide on their eftates in
the Weft Indies, and then the fcene is quite
ehanged ; the negroes are treated with lenity
and proper care, by which their lives are pro-

. Jonged, and their mafters profited. To the
honour of humanity, I-knew feveral gentle-
men who managed their eftates in this map-
ner; and they f%und that benevolence was

' their true intereff. And, among many I
could mention in feveral of the iflands, .I

a : knew
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Knew one in Montferrat * whofe flaves looked
‘remarkably well, and never needed any frefh
fupplies of negroes; and there are many other
“eftates, efpecially in Barbadoes, which, from
fuch judicious treatment, need no frefh ftock
of negroes at any time. T have the honour
-of knowing a moft worthy and humane gen-
tleman, who is a native of Barbadoes, and
“has eftates there . This gentleman has writ-
ten a treatife on the ufage of his own flaves,

* Mr. Duhn;;ry, and imn_y othersin Montferrat.

¢+ Sir Philip Gibbes, Bart. Barbadoes. See his .
« Infiruélions for the Treatment of Negroes, inferibed to the Society
< for propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parisy 1786. (Sold by
+“ Shepparion and Reynolds, kondon) ps 32, 33. .
« If negroes deereafe in number, the decreafe muft be ever im*
. “puted to a want of carc, or a want of judgment in the treat”
« mentof them.— All animals, rational and irrational, are known
" ¢ to increafe in all countries where eafe and plenty prevail, and
¢ where want and oppredlion are not felt. This is univerfally
¢ acknowledged : o that where the decreafe happens, the defign
- & of Providence to increafe and mukiply is unwifely, as well as
;% impioufly, frpftcated by the want of :care and humanity, of the
* want of judgment and attention. The people of Barbadoes need
-%¢ not extend théir inquities to diftant countrics. At St. Vin-
¢ cents they may learn, that a veffel from Africa bound to Bar-
. % badoes, I believe, fince the commencement of the prefent cen-
“ tury, was ftranded on that ifland. Such of the pcople as
% faved themfelves from fhipwreck fettled at St. Vincents.
. % Under all thefe difficulties which inen muft fuffer frem fuch a
¢ misfortune, in an almoft uninhabited ifland (for St. Vincents at
" ¢ that time had very few native Indians) thefe Africans made a
& fertlement, and have encreafed.to a very confiderable number.
<« —Herc is a proof, that ncgroes will increafe even in this cli-
"¢ matc, when they do not live and Jabour under circumftances
- 4 that obftruct -pepulation.” . . :

' e

-
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Heé allows them two hours for refrethment at
mid day, and. many other indulgencies.and
comforts, particularly in their lying; and, be-
fides this, he raifes more provifions on his
eftate than they can deftroy ;. fo that by thefe
attentions he faves the lives of his negroes,
and keeps them healthy,'and as happy as the
condition of flavery can admit. I myfelf, as
fhall appear in the fequel, managed an eftate, -
where, by thofe attentions, the negroes were
uncommonly cheerful and healthy, and did
more work by half than by the common mode
of treatment they ufually do. « For want, theres
£ fore, of fuch-care and attention to the poor
 negroes, and otherwife opprefled as they
¢ are, it is no wonder that the decreafe thould
 require 20,000 new negroes annually to fill
# up the vacant placés of the dead. = . B
. . % Evenin Barbadoes, notwithfftanding thofe
“ human exteptions which I have mentioned,
#“and others | dmacquainted with, which juft-.
*ly make it quoted.as a place where {laves
# meet with the beft treatment, and need
¢ feweft recruits of anyin the Weft indies,
< yet this ifland requires 1000 negroes annu-
. ally to keep up the ariginal ttock, which is
“< only 80,000. So that the wiole term of a
“ negro’s life may be faid to be there but ux-
 teen years*! and yet the climate here is in
* Benezer’s Account of Guines, pi 16.°
“ every
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« every refpe€t the fame as that from whichk
«.they aretaken, exceptinbeing mose whole-
« fome.” - Do the Britifh colonies decreafe in
this marmmer? And yet what a.prodigious dif>
ference is there between an Englifti and Weft
India climate. * .~ - . . .
- While 1 was'in Montferrat, I knew anegre
man, named Emanuel Sankey, who endea+
youred to efcape from hismiferable bondage.
by concealing himfelf on board of a London
fhip:: but fate- did mot favour the poor op-
preffed man ; for being difcovered when the
veflel wasunder fail, he was delivered upagam
to his mafter. This Cbriflan mafter imme-
diately pinned the wretch down to the ground
- at each wrift and ankle, and then took fome
fticks of fealing-wax, and lighted them, and
dropped it all over hisback. There was an-
'other mafter who was noted for cruelty, and
1 believe he had neta flave but whathad been
wut, -and had pieces fairly taken .eut of the
flefh: and after they had been punifhed thus,.
e ufed to make thein get into a.long woodeh
box or cafe he had for that purpofe, in which
$e fhut them up during pleafure. B was juft
about the height and breadth of a man ; and
sh; poor wretches had no room when in the
-cale to move. - : o o
. . It was very gommen in feveral of the iflands,
particularly in. St.Kitt’s; for the flaves- to be
A B branded
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branded with theinitial letters of their mafter's
-name, and a load of heavy iran hooks hung
about their necks. Indeed, on the moft tri-
fling occafions theywereloadedwithchains,and
often other inftruments of torture were added.
The irom muzzle,thumb-férews,&c.are fo welf
known as not to need a defcription, and were
fometimes applied for the fligheft faults. [
have feen a negrobedten till fome of his bones
were broken, f%rr only letting a pot boil over.
It is not uncommon, after a flogging, to make
flaves go on their knees, and thank their own~
érs,’and pray, or rather fay, God blefs them.
I have often afked many of thé men flaves.
(who ufed to go feveral miles to their wives,
and late in the night, after having been ‘wea--
tied with a hard day’s labour) why they went,
fo far for wives, and why they did not take’
~ them of their own mafter’s negro women, and:
garticularly thofe who lived together as houfe-
10ld flaves? Their anfwers have eyer been-—-
“ Becaufe when the mafter or miftrefs choofe,
“ to punith the women, they make the huf-’
- % bands flog their own wives, and that they
¢* could not bear to do.” Is it furprifing that’
ufage like this hould drive the poor creatures
to defpair, and make them feck a refuge in-
death fram thofe evils which render their
lives intolerabl¢-~while,

-

Dol HEN
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« With fhudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghatt,
* @ They view their lamentable lot, and ﬁng
« No reft !”

* This they frequently do. A negro man
on board a veflel of my mafter’s, while I be-
longed to her, having been put in irons for -
fome trifling mifdemeanor, and kept in that
ftate for fome days, being weary of life, took
an opportunity of jumping overboard into ths
fea; however, he was picked up without
being drowned. Another, whofe life was alfo
a burden .to him, refolved to ftarve himfelf
to- death, and refufed to eat any vittuals:
this procured him a fevere flogging ; and he
alfo, on the firft occafion which offered,
jumped overboard at Charles Town, but was
faved. . S ' /

- Nor is there any greater regard fhewn to
the little property than there is to the perfons
and lives of the negroes. 1 have already re-
lated an inftance or two of particular oppref-
fion out of many which I have witnefled ; but
the following is frequent in all-the  iflands.-
The wretched field flaves, after toiling all
the day for an unfeeling owner, who gives
them but little victuals, fleal fometimeg.a few-
moments from reft or refrefhment to. gather
fome {mall portion of grafs, according as their
time will admit. This they commonly tie up
in a parcel ; either a bit’s worth (fix-pence) or.
half a bit’s worth; and bring it to town, or

T te
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to the market to fell. Nothing is more com-
mon than for the white people on this occa-
fion to take the grafs from them without pay-
ing for it; and not only fo, but too often
-alfo to my knowledge, our clerks, and many
others, at the fame time, have committed aéts
of ~violence on the poor, wretched, and help-
lefs females, whom I have feen for hours ftand
crying to no purpofe, and get no redrefs or
pay of any kind. Is not this one comm¢n
and crying fin, enough to bring down Gog’s
judgment on the iflands? He tells us, the op-
preffor and the opprefled are both in his
hands; and if thefe are not the poor, the
broken-hearted, the blind, the captive, the
bruifed, which our Saviour f{peaks of, whe
are they ? One of thefe depredators once, in
St. Euftatia, came on board of our veflel, and
bought fome fowls and pigs of me; and a
whole day after his departure withthe things,
he returned again,and wanted his moneyback;
I refufed to give it, and, not feeing my cap-
tain on board, he began the common pranks
with me; and fwore he would even break
open my cheft and take my money. I there-
fore expetted, as my captain was abfent, that
‘he would be as good as his word ; and he was
juft procecding to ftrike me, when fortunatelj
a Britith feaman on board, whofe heart hag
not been debauched by a Weft India climate,

inter-,
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interpofed and prevented him. But had the,
¢ruel man ftruck me, I certainly fhould have’
defended myfelf at the hazard of my life ; for
what is life to a man thus oppreffed? He went
away, however, fwearing ; and threatened that
whenever he caught me on fhore he would
fhoot me, and pay for me afterwards. .
~ The {mall account in which the life of a
negro is held in the Weft Indies, is fo uni-
verfally known, that it might feem imperti- -
nent to quote the following extra&, if fome
people had not been hardy enough of late to
affert, that negroes are on the fame footing in
that tefpect as Furopeans. By the 329th A&,
page 123, of the Affembly of Barbadoes, it
1s enatted, ¢ That ifany negro, or other flave,
¢t under punifhment by his mafter, or his or-
¢ der, for running away, or any other crime
t or mifdemeanor towards his faid mafter, un-
t fortunately fhall fuffer in life or member, no
¢ perfon whatfoever fhall be liable to a finé;
*but, if any man fhall ‘out of wantomnefs, or
< only of bloody mindednefs or cruel intention,
* wilfully kill a negro or other flave, of bis own, -
v be fball pay into the public treafuryy fifteen
< pounds frerling.” Andit is the fame in mott,
if not all, of the Weft India iflands. ~ Is not
this one of the many aéts of the ifland, which
call loudly for redrefs? And do not the Af
" fembly which enated it, defexrve the ;ipRel—
. : ation

F"ﬂ}"" 4
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lation of favagas and brutes rather than of
Chriftiansiand'men? It is an aét at ence uns
merciful, unjuft, and unwife; which for cru-
elty would difgrace an affembly of thofe who
are called barbarians; and for its injuftice and
infanity wenld fhock the merality and eommon
{enfe of a. Samiade or Hottentot. .
_ Shocking as this and many other alls of the
bloody ‘Wit India code at firft view appear,
how is the iniquity of it heightened when we
confider to whom it may be extended. Mnr
James Tobin, a zcaleus labourer in the vine;
yard of flavery, gives an account* ‘ of a French
‘ R/l[,agtex;of his acquaintancge, in the ifland of
< Martinico, who fhewed him nrany Mulattogy
s working in the fields like beafts of burden;
¢and he told Mr. Tobin, thefe were all the
¢ produce of hisown leins!’ And I myfelf have
" known fimilar  inflantes. Pray, reader, arg
thefe fons and daughters of the French planter
lefs'his children by being begotten on black
women! And whatmaft be the virtue of thofg
legiflators, and the feelings of thofe fathers,
who.eftimate the lives of their fons; however
begatfen, at no more than fifteen pounds,
thoygh they thould be njurdered, as the act
{ays, out of wattonne/s end bloody-mindedyefs
But-is not the flave trade entirely at war with
.. " w Inhis % Cusfory Remarks.”

".44. . .the
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the heart of man? And furely that which is
begun, by breaking down the barriers of vir-
tue, involves in its continuance deftruttion to
every principle, and buries all fentiments in
ruin! ' ’

- I have'often feen flaves, particularly thofe
who were meagre, in different iflands, put
into fcales and weighed, and then fold from

_threé-pence tofix-pente,ornine-pence a pound.

i

My mafter, however, whofe humanity was
fhocked at this mode, ufed to fell fuch by the
lump. And at or after a fale, even thofe ne-
groes born in the iflands, it is nof uncommon
to fee taken from their wives, wives taken
from their hufbands, and children: from their
parents, and fent off to other iflands, and
wherever elfe their mercilefs lords choofe;
and probably never more during life fee each
other! Oftentimes my heart has bled at thefe

artings; when the friends of the departed
gave been at the water-fide, and with fighs
and tears have kept their eyés fixed on the
veflel till it went out of fight. h

A poor Creole negro I knew well, who,
after having often been thus tranfported from

- ifland to Hland, at lait tefided at Montferrat.

This man -ufed ‘to tell me many melancholy
tale$ of himfelf. Generally, after-he had done
working for his mafter, he ufed to-employ his
few leifure moments to go a fithing. W hex;1 :13
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‘had caught any fith, his mafter would fre-
quently take them from him without paying
‘him ; and at other times fome other white
people would ferve him in the fame manner.
‘One day he faid to me, very . movingly,
¢ Sometimes when a white man take away
¢ my fith, I go to my mafter, and he get me
¢ my right ; and when my matfter by ftrength
¢ take away my fithes, what me muft do? 1
¢ can’t go to any body to be righted;’ then,
faid the poor man, looking up above, * I muft
¢ look up to God Mighty in the top for
¢ right.” This artlefs tale moved me much,
‘and I could not help feeling the juft caufe
Mofes had in redrefling his brother againft
‘the Egyptian. I exhorted the man to look up
1till to the God on the top, fince there was-
no redrefs below. Though I little thought:
“then that I myfelf thould more than once ex-
perience fuch impofition, and need the fame
exhortation hereafter, in my own tranfaétions
in the iflands; and that even this poor man
and [ fhould fome time after fuffer together
in the fame manner, as fhall be related here-
after. ' .

Nor was fuch ufage as this confined to par-
ticular places or ingividuals ; for, in all the
different iflands in which I have been (aﬁnd I

ave
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have vifited no lefs than fifteen) the treat-
ment of the flaves was nearly the fame ; fo
nearly indeed, that the hiftory of anifland, or
even a plantation, with a few fuch exceptions
as I have mentioned, might ferve for a hif-
tory of the whole. Such a tendency has the
flave - trade to debauch men’s minds, and
harden them to every feeling of humanity !
For 1 will not fuppofe that the dealers in
flaves are born worfe than other men—No !
it is the fatality of this miftaken avarice, that
it corrupts the milk of human kindnefs, and
turns it into gall. And, had the purfuits of
thofe men been different, they might have
been as generous, as tender-hearted, and juft,
as they are unfeeling, rapacious, and cruel.
Surely this traffic cannot be good, which
fpreads like a peftilence, and taints what it
touches ! which violates that firft natural right
of mankind, equality and independency, and
gives one man a dominion over his tellows
which God could never intend ! For it raifes
the owner to a ftate as far above man as it
deprefles the flave below it ; and, with all the
prefumption of human pride, fets a diftinc-
tion between them, immeafurable in extent,
and endlefs in duration! Yet how miftaken
is the avarice even of the planters! ﬂAre

. aves
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flaves more ufeful by being thus humbled to
the condition of brutes, than they would be
if {uffered to enjoy the privileges of men?
The freedom which diffufes health and pro-
fperity throughout Britain anfwers you—No.
‘When you make men flaves,you deprive them
of half their virtue, you fet them, in your own
condu&, an example of fraud, rapine, and
cruelty, and compel them to live with you in
a ftate of war; and yet you complain that
they are not honeft or faithful! You ftupify
them with firipes, and think it neceflary to.
keep-them in a ftate of ignorance; and yet

ou affert that they are incapable of learn-
ing ; that their minds are fuch a barren foil
or moor, that culture would be loft on them ;
and that they come from a climate, wher&
nature (though prodigal of her bounties in a
degree unknown to yourfelves) has left man
alone fcant and unfinithed, and incapable of
enjoying the treafures the hath poured out for
him! An aflertion at once impious and-ab-
furd*. Why do you ufe thofe inftruments of
torture? Are they fit to be applied by one

. * See the Obfervations on a Guinea Voyage, in a feries

of letters to the Rev. T. Clarkfon, by James Field, Stan-
field, in 1788, p. 21,22.—¢ The fubje€ls of the king of
Benin, at Gatoe, where I was, had their markets regular
and well ftocked ; they teemed with luxuries unknown
to the Europeans.”

G 2 : rational.
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rational being to another? And are you not
ftruck with fhame and mortification, to fee
the partakers of your nature reduced fo low ?
But, above all, are there no dangers attending
this mode of treatment? Are you not hourly
in dread of an infurreftion ? Nor would it be
furprifing ; for when

——*¢ No peace is given .
- ¢ To us enflav'd, but cuftody fevere; *
¢ And ftripes and arbitrary punifhment
¢ Infli@ed---What peace can we return ?
¢« But to our power, hoftility and hate ;
¢ Untam’d relu@ance, and revenge tho’ flow,
¢« Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft
_ ¢ May reap his conquett, and may leaft rejoice
¢ In doing what we moft in fuff'ring feel.” - .

But, by changing your conduét, and treating
your flaves as men, every caufe of fear would
be banithed. Theywould be faithful, honeft,

. ntelligent, and vigorous; and peace, profpe-
rity, arnd happinefs would. attend you.

"CHAP.

a
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CHAP. VL

Some account of Brimfione-bill in Montferrat—
The author furprifed by two eartbguakes.—
Favourable change in the autbor's fituaticn-—

- He commences merchant with three-pence---
His warious fuscefs in dealing in the different
¢hands, and America, and the impofitions be
meets with in bis tranfaitions with white
people---A curious impofition on buman na-
ture—Danger of the furfs in the Wet Indies
---Remarkable infiance of kidnapping a free
mulatto---The author is nearly murdered by Dr.

- Perkins, in Savannab.

In the preceding chapter I have fet before
the reader a few of thofe many inftances of -
oppreflion, extortion and cruelty, which I
have been a witnefs to in the Weft Indies ;
but, were I to enumerate them all, the cata-
logue would be tedious and difgufting. The
punithments of the flaves, on every trifling
occafion, are fo frequent, and fo well known,
together ‘with the different inftruments with
which they are tortured, that it ‘cannot any
longer afford novelty to recite them ; and they

. 3 are
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are too fhocking to yield delight either to
the writer or the reader. I fhall therefore
hereafter only mention fuch as incidently be-
fel myfelf in the courfe of my adventures.

In the variety of departments in which I
was employed by my mafter, I had an- op-
portunity of feeing many curious fcencs in
different iflands ; but, above all, I was ftruck
with a celebrated curiofity called Brimftone-
hill, which is a_high and fteep mountain,
fome few miles from the town of Plymouth,
in Montferrat. { had often heard of fome
wonders that were to be feen .on this
hill, and I went once with fome white and
black people tovifit it. When we arrived at
the top, I faw under different cliffs great
flakes of brimftone, occafioned by the fteams.
of various little ponds, which were then boil-
ing naturally m the earth. - Some -of thefe
ponds were as white as milk, fome quite
blue, and many others of different colours.
I had taken fome potatoes with me, and I put
them into different ponds, and in a few mi-
nutes they were well boiled. I tafted fome of
them, but they were very fulphureous ; and
the filver fhoe-buckles, and all the other
things of that metal we had among us, were
in a little time turned as black as lead.
Whildt I was in the ifland, one night I felt

a ftrange

’
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a frange fenfation, viz. I was told that the
houfe where I lived was haunted by fpirits ?
And once, at midnight, as I was fleeping on
a large cheft, I felt the whole building thake
in an uncommon and aftonifhing manner ; fo-
much fo, that it fhook me off the cheft where
I then lay ; I was exceedingly frightened, and
thought it was indeed the vifitation of .the
fpirits. It threw me into {uch a tremor as is
not to be defcribed. 1 inftantly covered my-
head all over as I lay, and did not know
what to think or do; and in this confterna-
tion, a gentleman whe lay in the next room
juft by me came out, and.} was giad to hear
him, and made a fham cough, and he atked
me, if I felt the earthquake. I told him1 was
fhook off the cheft where I lay, but did not
know what occafioned it; and e tokl me it
. was an egrthquake, and fhook him aut of his
bed. At hearing this [ became eafy in my
mind. .
- At another time a circumftance of this kind
happened, when I was on board of a veflel
at Montferrat-road, at midnight, as we were
afleep, and it fhook the veflel in the moft un-
accountable manner imaginable, and to me it
fecemed as when a veffel or a boat runs on
gravel, as near as I can defcribe it. Many
things on board were moved out of their
places, but happily no damage was done. .

' G4 About
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» About the end. of the year 1763, kind Pro-

vidence fecmed to appear rather more favour-
able to me. One of my matfter’s veffels, a
Bermudasfloop, about fixty tons burthen, was
commanded by one Captain Thomas Farmer,

an Englithman, a very alert and aftive man,

who gained my mafter a great deal of money
by his good management in carrying paf-

fengers from one ifland to another; but very

often his failors ufed to get drunk, and run

away withthe veflel'sboat,whichhindered him

inhisbufinefs very much. This man'had taken

a liking to me ; and had many different times

begged of my mafter to let me go a trip with

him as a failor: but he would tell him he

could not fpare me, though the veflel fome-

times could not go for want of hands, for

failors were  generally very fcarce in the

“ifland. However, at laft, from neceffity, or
force, my mafter was prevailed on, though

very-reluétantly, to let me go with this cap-

“tain; buf'¥e gave him great charge to take
care that{ did not run away; for, if I did, he

would nrake him pay for me. This being the

cafe, the captain had for fome time a fharp

eye upon me whenever the veflel anchored :

and as foon as the returned I was fent for on

thore again. . Thus was I flaving, as it were

for life, fometimes at one thing, and fome-

times at another; fo that the captainand I -

were
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were nearly the moft ufeful men in my maf-
ter’s employment: I alfo became fo ufeful tor
the captain on fhip board, that many times,
when he ufed to atk me to go with him,.
though it fhould be but twenty-four hours.
to fome of the iflands: near us, my mafter
would anfwer he could not fpare me; at
which the captain would {wear, and would
not go the trip, and tell my mafter I was bet--
ter to him on board than any three white men
he had; for they ufed to behave ill in many
refpeéls, particularly in getting drunk, and
then frequently got the boat ftove, fo as to
hinder the veflfel from coming back fo foon
as the might have done. This my mafter
knew very we]l; and, at laft, by the cap-
tain’s conftant entreaties, after I had been fe-- -
veral times with him, one day, to my great
joy, told me the captain would not let himr
reft, and afked whether I would go-aboard as.
a failor, or ftay on fhore and mind the ftores;.
for he could not bear any longer to g plagued
in this manner. I was very happy at this;
Propofal,' for I immediately thought I might:
in time ftand fome chance by being-on board:
to get a little money, or poflibly make my-
efcape if I fhould be ufed ill: I alfo expeéted
to get better food. and in greater abundance:
for [ had oftentimes felt much hunger, though.
. G; ‘ my-
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my mafter treated his flaves, as I have ob-
ferved, uncommohly well; I therefore, with~
out hefitation, anfwered him, that I would go
and bea failor if he pleafed. Accordingly I
was ordered on board direétly. Neverthelefs,
between the veflel and the fhore, when fhe was.
in port, I had little or no reft, as my mafter
always wifhed to have me along with him.
Indeed he was a very pleafant gentleman, and
but for my expeétations on thipboard I fhould
not have thought of leaving him. But the

. captain liked me alfo very much, and I was
entirely his right-hand man. I did all |
could to deferve his favour, and in return I
-teceived better treatment from him than any.
other I believe ever met with in the Weft-
Indies in my fituation.

After I had been failing for fome time with
this captain, I at length endeavoured to try
my luck, and commence merchant. I had
but a very {mall capital to begin with; for
one fingle half bit, which isequal to- three-

ence in England, made up my whole ftock.
*:Iowcver, I trufted to the Lord tobe with me;;
and at one of our trips to $7. Euflatia, a Dutch
ifland, I bought a glafs tumbler with my half
bit, and when came to Montferrat I fold it
for a bit or fixpence. Luckily we made fe~

weral fucceflive trips to St. Euftatia (which

was

ok



{ 155 1]

was a general mart for the Weft Indies, about
twenty leagues from Montfarrat), and in our
next, findidg my tumbler fo profitable, with
this one bit I bought two tumblers more; and
when Icame back I fold them for two bits
equal to & fhilling fterling.. When we went
again, I bought with thefe two bits four more
of thefe ghaffes, which I fold for four bits on
our return to Montferrat; and in our next
voyage to St. Euftatia, I bought two glaffes
with gne bit, and with the other three I
bought. a jug of Geneva, nearly about three
pints in meafure. When we came to Mont-
ferrat, I fold the gin for eight hits, and the
tumblers for two, fo that my capital now
amounted inall to a dotlar, well hufbanded
and acquired in the fpace of a month or fix
weeks, when I blefled the Lord that I was fo
sich. As wefailed to different iflands, I1aid
this money out in varieus things occafionally,
and it ufed te turn to very good account,
elpecially when we went to Guadaleupe,
Grenada, and the reft of the French iflands.
"Thus was I going all about the iflands up-
wards of four years, and ever trading as [
went, during which I experienced many in-
ftances of ill nfage, and have feen many in-
guries dane to other negroes in our dealings
with whites; and, amidft our recreatjans,

' Go when
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when we have been dancing and merry-mak-
ing, they, without caufe, have molefted and
infulted us. Indeed I was more than oncé
obliged to look up to God on high, as Ihad -
advifed the poor fitherman fome time before.
And I had not been long trading for myfelf *
in the manner I have related above, when I
experienced the like trial in company with
him as follows: This man being ufed to the
water, was, upon an emergency put on board
of us by his mafter to work as another hand, ,
on a voyage to Santa Cruz ; and at our faik-
ing he had brought his little all for a venture,
which confifted of fix bits worth of limes and
oranges in a bag; I had alfo my whole ftock; .-
which was about twelve bits’ worth of the
fame kind of goods, feparate in two bags; for
we had heard thefe fl:uirts fold well in that
ifland. When we came there, in fome little
convenient time, he and I went athore with
our fruits to fell them; but we had fcarcely
landed, when we were met by two white men,
who prefently took our three bags from us.
Weé could not at firft guefs what they meant
todo, and for fome time we thought they were
jefting with us; but they too foon let us know
otherwife; for they took our ventures imme-
diately to a houfe hard by,.adjoining the -
fort, while we followed all the way begging?
: N 4 o
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of them to give us our fruits, but in vair.
They not only refufed to return them, but
fwore at us, and threatened if we did not
immediately depart, they would flog us well,
We told them thefe three bags were all we
were worth in the world; that we brought
them with us to fell, and that we came from

- Montferrat, and fhewed them the veflek

But this was rather againft us, as they now
faw we were ftrangersas well as flaves. They
ftill therefore fwore, and defired us to be
gone; and even took fticks to beat us; while
we, feeing they meant what they faid, went
off in the greateft confulion and defpair.
Thus, in the very minute of.gaining more
by three times than I ever did by any vem
ture in my life before, was I deprived of
every farthing I was worth. Aninfupportable
misfortune! but how to help ourfelves we
knew not. In our confternation we went te
the commanding officer of- the fort, and told
him how we had been ferved by fome of his
people ; but we obtained net the leaft re-
drefs: he anfwerd our complaints only by a
volley of imprecations againft us, and imme-
diately took a horfe-whip, in order to chaftife
us, {o that we were obliged to turn out much

fafter than we came in. Inow, in the agony
of diftrefs and indignation, withed. that the

ire
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ire of God, in his forked lightning, might
transfix thefe cruel oppreflors among the
" dead. Still, however, we perfevered ; went
back again to the houfe, and begged and be-
fought them again and again for our fruits,
till at laft fome other people that were in the
houfe afked if we would be contented if they
kept one bag, and gave uys the other twe.
We, feeing ne remedy whatever, confented
to this ; and they, obferving one bag to have
both kinds of fruitin it, which belonged teo
my companien, kept thaty and the other
two, which were mine, they gave us back.
As foan as I got them, I ran as faft as I could
and got the firft negro man I could to help me
off; my companion, however, flaid a little
longer to plead: he told them the bag they
had was his, and likewife all that he was
worth in the world ; but this was of no avail,
and he was obliged to return withoutit. The
poor old man, wringing his hands, cried bit-
terly for his lofs; and, indeed, he then did
~ Jook up to God-on high, which fo moved me
with pity for him, that I gave him nearly one
third of my fruits. We then proceeded to the
market to fell them; and Providence was
aore favourable to us than we could have
expetted, for we fold our fruits uncommonly
well; I got for mine about thirty-feven bivtsg
. ' Suc

IS
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Such a furprifing reverfe of fortune in fo {fhort
a fpace of time feemed like a dream, and.
proved no fmall encouragement for me to:
truft the Lord in any fituation. My c¢aptain.
afterwards frequently ufed to take my part,
and get me my right when I'have been plun-
dered or ufed #l by thefe tender Chriftian de-
predators; among whom I have fhuddered
to obferve the unceafing blafphemous exe-
crations which are wantonly thrown out by
perfons of all ages and conditions; not only
without occafion, but evea as if they were
indulgencies and pleafures. :
- Atone of our trips to St. Kitt’s, I had
<leven bits of my own; and my friendly cap-
tain lent me five more, with which I bought
a Bible. I was very glad to get this book,
.which I fcarcely could meet with any where.
I think there were none fold in Montferrat;
and, much to my grief, from being forced
out of the AEtna in the manner I have re-
lated, my Bible, and the Guide to the Indians,
. the two books I loved above all others, were
léft behind.

While I was in this place, St.Kitt’s, a very
curious impofition on human nature took
place :—A white man wanted to marry in the.
church a free black woman that had land and -
{laves at Montferrat: but the clergyman told
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him it was againft the law of the place to
marry a white and a black in the church:
The man then afked te be married on the
water, to which the parfon eonfented, and:
the two lovers went In one boat, and the:
parfon and clerk inanother, and thus the ce-
remony was performed. After this the'loving
pair came on board our veflel, and my cap-
fain treated them extremely well, and brought
them fafe to Montferrat.

The reader cannot but judge of the irk-
fomenefs of this fituation to a mind like mine,
in being daily expofed to new hardfhips and:
mmpofitions, after having feen many better
days, and been, as it were, inaftate of freedom:
and plenty; added to which, every part of
the world I had hitherto been in feemed to-
me a paradife in comparifon of the Weft-In-
dies. My mind was therefore hourly replete:
with inventions and*thoughts of being freed ;-
and, if poflible, by honeft and honourable-
means; for I always remembered the old:
adage, and I truft it has ever been my ruling
principle, “that Lonefty is the beft policy;”
and likewife that ether golden precept—“To
« do unto all men as I would they fhould do-
« unto me:” However, as I was from early

ears a predeftinarian, I thought whatever:
fate had determined muft ever come to pafs;: .
and:
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and therefore, if ever it were my lot to be
freed, nothing could prevent me, although I
fhould at pre{%nt fee no means or hope to ob-
tain my freedom; gn the other hand, if it
were my fate not to be freed, I never fhould
be fo, and all my endeavours for that purpofe
would be fruitlefs. In the midft of thefe
thoughts I therefore looked up with prayers
anxioufly to God for my liberty; and at the
fame time ufed very honeft means, and did
all that was poflible on my part to obtain it.
In procefs of time I became mafter of a few
pounds, and in a fair way of making more,
which my friendly captain knew very well:
this occafioned him fométimes to take liber-
ties with me; but whenever he treated me
.walfpifhly, I ufed plainly to tell him my mind,
and that I would die before I would be im-
pofed upon as other negroes were, and that
to me life had loft its relith when liberty was
gone. This I faid, although I forefaw my
then well-being or future hopes of freedom
(humanly fpeaking) depended on this man.
However, as he could not bear the thoughts
of my not failing with him, he always became:
mild on my threats: I therefore continued’
with him; and, from my great attention to
his orders and his bufinefs, I gained him cre- -
dit, and, through his kindnefs to me, I at laft
: ‘ procured
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ured my liberty. While I thus went on,
filled with the thoughts of freedom, and re-
fifting oppreflion as'well as I was able, my
life hung daily in {ufpenfe, particularly in
the furfs 1 have formerly mentioned, as I
could not fwim. Thefe are extremely vio-
fent throughout the Weft-Indies, and | was
ever expofed to theirhowlin girageand devour-
ing fury in all the iflasds. 1 have feen them
firtkke and tofs a boat right up an end, and
maim feveral on board. Once in the ifland
af Grenada, when I and abeut eight others
were pullinga lar(ge boat with two puncheons
of water in it, a {furf firuck ws, and drove the
boat and all in it about half a f{one’s throw
among forme trees, and abové the high-water
mark. We were obliged to get all the aflift-
ance we could from the neareft eflate to mend.
the boat, and {aunch it into the waier again.
At Montferrat ore night, in prefling hard to
?et off the fhore on board, the punt was over-
et with us four times; the firft time I was
very near being drowned ; however the jacket
. 1 had on kept me above water a little fpace
of time, while I called on a man near me -
who was a good {wimmer, and told him I
could not fwim; he then made hafte to me,
and, juft as I was finking, he caught hold of
me, and brought me to founding; anthhlc:

-

i
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he went and brought the punt alfo. As foon:
as we had turned the water out of her, left we
fhould be ufed ill for being abfent, we at-
tempted again three times more, and as often
the horrid furfs ferved us as at firft; but at,
laft, the fifth time we attempted, we gained-
our point, at the eminent hazard of ourlives..
One day alfo, at Old Road, in Montferrat,
our captain and three men befides myfelf,
were going in a large canoe in queft of rum
and fugar, when a fingle furf toffed the ca-
noe an amazing diftance from the water, and.
fome of us near a ftone’s throw from each:
other; moft of us were very much bruifed;
fo that { and many more often faid, -and
- really thought, that there wasnot fuch another
place under the heavens as this. I longed,
therefore, much to leave it, and daily wiﬁxed
to fee my mafter’s promife performed of going
to Philadelphia.

While we lay in this place, a very .cruel
thing happened on board of our §oop, which
flled me with_ horror; though I found after-
ward fuch praltices were frequent. . There
~ was a very clever and decent free young mu-
latta-man who failed a long time with us; he
had a free woman for his wife, by whom he
had a child ; and fhe was then living on fhore, -
and all very happy. Our captain and mateé
. : 1 and
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and other people on board, and feveral eife-
where, even the natives of Bermudas, then
with us, all knew this young man from a child
that he was always free, and no one had ever
claimed him as their property: however, as
might too often overcomes right in thefe
parts, it happened that a Bermudas captain,
whofe veflel lay there for a few days in the
road, came on board us, and feeing the mu-
latto-man, whofe name was Jofeph Clipfon,
he told him he was not free, and that he had
orders from his mafter to bring him to Bermu-
das. The poor man could not believe the cap-
tain to be in earneft; but he was very foon
undeceived, his men laying violent hands on
him; and although he thewed a certificate of
his being born free in St. Kitt’s, and moft peo-
ple on board knew that he ferved his time to
boat building, and always pafled for a free
man, yet he was forcibly taken out of our
veffel. He then afked to be carried afhore
before the fecretary or magiftrates, and thefe
infernal invaders of human rights promifed
him he fhould; but, inftead of that, they -
earried himon board of the other veflel; and
the next day, without giving the poor man
any hearing on fhore, or fuffering him even
to fee his wife or child, he was carried away;
and probably doomed never more in this
. o o world
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world tofeéthem again. Norwasthis'the only
inftance of this kind of barbarity I was a wit-
nefs to, I have fince often feen in Jamacia,
and other iflands, free men, whom I have
known in America, thus villainoufly trepan-
ned and held in bondage. I have heard of
two fimilar pradtices even in Philadelphia:
and were it not for the benevolence of the -
-quakers in that city, many of the fable race,
who now breathe the air of liberty, would, I
believe, be groaning indeed under fome plant-
er’s chains. Thefe things opened my mind to
a new f{cene of horror, to which I had been
before a ftranger. Hitherto I had thought
only flavery dreadful; but the ftate of a free
negro appeared to me now equally {o at leaft,
and in fome refpefts even worfe, for they
live in conftant alarm for their liberty, which
is but nominal, for they are univerfally in-
fulted and plundered, without the poflibility
of redrefs; for fuch is the equity of the Weft
Indian laws, that no free negro’s evidence
will be admitted in their courts of juftice. In
this fituation, is it furprifing that {laves, when
mildly treated, thould pre?er even the mifery
of flavery to fuch a mockery of freedom? I
was now completely difgufted with the Weft
Indies, and thought I thould never be en-

tirely free until I had left them. -
. With
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4 With thoughts like thefe my anxious boding mind
“ Recall’d thofe pleafing fcenes I left behind;

¢ Scenes where fair Liberty, in bright array,

¢ Makes darknefs bright, and e’en illumines day ;
"¢ Where not complexion, wealth, or ftation, can

.4 Prote& the wretch who makes a flave of man.”

I determined to make every exertion to ob-
tain my freedom, and to return to Old
England. For this purpofe, I thought a know-
ledge of navigation might be of ufe to me;
for, though I did not intend te run away, un-
lefs I fhould be ill ufed, yet, in fuch a cafe,
if I underftood navigation, I might attempt
my efcape in our floop, which was one of the
fwifteft failing veflelsin the Weft Indies, and
‘T could be at no lofs for hands to join me:
and, if I fhould make this attempt, I had in-
tended to have gone for England; but this,
as 1 faid, was only to be in the event of my
meeting with any ill ufage. I therefore em-
ployed the mate of our veflel to teach me
navigation, for which I agreed to give him
twenty-four dollars, and aftually paid him
part of the money down; though, when the
captain, fome time after, came to know that
the mate was to have fuch a fum for teaching
me, he rebuked him, and faid it was a thame
for him to take any money from me. How-
ever, my progrefs m this ufeful art was much
, : retarded
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retarded by the conftancy of our work. Had
I withed to run away, I did not want oppor-
tunities, which frequently prefented them-
felves; and particularly at one time, foon after
this. When we were at the ifland of Gua-
- daloupe, there was a large fleet of merchant-
men bound for Old France; and, feamen
then being very fcarce, they gave from fif-
teen to twenty pounds a man for the run.
Our mate, and all the white failors, left our
veflel on this account, and went on board of
the French fthips. They would have had me
alfo gone with them, for they regarded me,
and (gwore to protet me if I would go; and,
as the fleet was to fail the next day, Ireally
believe I could have got fafe to Europe at that
time. However, as my mafter was kind, I
would not attempt to leave him; ftill remem~
bering the old maxim,. that * honefty is the
beft policy,” I fuffered them to go without
me. Indeed my captain was much afraid of -
my leaving him and the veflel at that time,
as. I had fo fair an opportunity: but I thank
God, this fidelity of mine turned out much to
my advantage hereafter, when I did not in
the leaft think of it; and made me fo much
in favour with the captain, that he ufed now
and then to teach me fome parts of naviga-
tion himfelf: -but fome of our paffengers, and

: others,

\
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others, feeinF this, found. much .fault with
him for it, faying, it was a very dangerous
thing to let a negro know navigation; thus
I was hindered again in my purfuits. About
the latter end of the year.1764, my mafter
bought a larger floop, called the Prudence,
about feventy or eighty tons, of which my
captain had the command. I went with him
into this veflel, and we took a load of new
flaves for Georgia and Charles Town. My
‘mafter now left me entirely to the captain,
though he ftill withed for me to be with him;
but I, who always much withed to lofe fight
of the Weft Indies, was not a little rejoiced.
at the thoughts of feeing any other country.
Therefore, relying on the goodnefs of my
captain, I got ready all the little venture I
could; and, when the veflel was ready, we
failed to my great joy. When we got toour
deftinated places, Georgia and Charles Town,
1 expeéted I fhould have an opportunity of
felling my little property to advantage; but
_ here, particularly in Charles-Town, I met
with buyers, white men, who impofed on me
as in other places. . Notwithftanding, I was
refolved to have fortitude, thinking no-lot
or trial foo hard when kind Heaven is the
rewarder.. . T
We foon got loaded again, and returned to
: ' Montferrat;
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Montferrat; and there, among the reft of
" the iflands, I fold my goods well; and in this
manner I continued trading during the year
1764; meeting with various fcenes of im-
pofition, as ufual. After this, my mafter
fitted out his veflel for Philadelphia, in the
year 1765; and during the time we were
loading her, and getting ready for the voy-
age, 1 worked with redoubled alacrity, from
the hope of getting money enough by thefe
voyages to buy my freedom, if it fhould pleafe
God; and alfo to fee the city of Philadel-
phia, which I had heard a great deal about
for fome years paft; befides which, I had
always longed to prove my malter’s promife
the firft day I came to him. In the midft
of thefe elevated ideas, and while I was about
getting my ' little merchandife in readinefs,
one Sunday my mafter fent for me to his
houfe. When I came'there I found him and
the captain together; and, on' my going in,
I was ftruck with aftonithment at his telling
me he heard that I meant to run away from
him when I got to Philadelphia: ¢ And there-
< fore,” faid he, ‘I muft fell you again: you
‘coft me a great deal of money, no lefs than
¢ forty pounds fterling; and ‘it will not do to
‘lofe fo much. You are a valuable fellow,’
continued he, < and I can get any day for

‘ H . ¢ you
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¢ you one hundred guineas, from many gen-
. tlemen in this ifland.” And then ke told
me of Captain Doran’s brother-in-law, a fe-
vere mafter, who ever wanted to buy me to
make me his overfeer. "My captain alfo faid
he could get much more than a hundred gui-
neas for me in Carolina. This I knew to be
e falt: for the gentleman that wanted to buy
me came off feveral times on board of us, and
fpoke to me to live with him, and faid he
would ufe me well. When I afked what work
he would put me to, he faid, as I was a failor,
he would make me a captain of one of his
rice veflels. But I refufed; and fearing, at
the fame time, by a fudden turn I faw in the
captain’s temper, he might mean to fell me,
. Ttold . the gentleman I would not live with
. him on any condition, and that I certainly
would run away with his veffel: but he faid
he did not fear that, as he would catch me
again: and then he told me how cruelly he

would fcrve me if I fhould do fo. My cap-
tain, however, gave him to underftand that
.I knew fomething of navigation: {o he thought

better of it; and, to my great joy, he¢ went -
away. I now told my mafter I did not fay

I would run away in Philadelphia; aeither.
did I mean it, as he did not ufe me ill, nor
yet the captain: for if they did, I certainly

: - ~ would
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would have made fome attempts before nows;
but as I thought that if it were God's will I
ever fhould be freed it would be fo; and, on
the contrary, if it was not his will, it would
not happen; fo I hoped, .if ever I was freed,
whilft I was ufed well, it thould be by honeft
means; but as I could not help myfelf, he
* muft, do as he pleafe! I could only hope and
truft to the God of heaven; and at that in-
ftant my mind was big with inventions, and
full of fchemes to efcape. I then appealed
to the captain, whether ever he faw any fign
of my making the leaft attempt to run away;
and atked him if I did not always come on
board according to the time for which he gave
me liberty; and, more particularly, when all
our men left us at Guadaloupe, and went on
board of the French fleet, and advifed me to
go with them, whether I.might not, and that -
he could not have got me again. To my no
fmall furprife, and very great joy, the cap«
tain confirmed every fyllable that I had faid,
and even more; for he faid he-had tried dif-
ferent times to fee.if I would make any at-
tempt of this kind, both at St. Euftatia and in
Amnerica, and he never found that I made the
{malleft; but, on the contrary, 1 always came
on board according to his orders; and he did
really believe, if I ever meant-to run away;

. H 2 tha
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that, as I'could never bave had a better op~
portunity, I would have done it the.night the
mate and all the people left our veffel- ae
Guadaloupe. The captain then informed my
mafter, who had been thus impofe on by our
mate (though I did not know who was my
enemy), the reafon: the mate had for impofing
this lie upon him; which was, becaufe [ had
acquainted the captain of the provifions- the
mate had given away, or taken out of the ve{-
fel. This {fpeech of the captain’s was like life
to the dead to me, and inftantly my foul glo-
rified God; and ftill more fo on hearing my
mafter immediately fay that I was a fenfible
fellow, and he never did intend to ufe me as
a common flave; and that, but for the en-
treaties of the captain, and his chara&er of
me, he would not have let me go from the
ftores about as I had done; that alfo, in {o
doing, he thought by carrying one little thing
-or other to difterent places to fell I .might
make money. That he alfo intended to en-
courage me in this, by crediting me with half
a puncheon of ram and half a hogthead of
fugar at a time; fo that, from being careful,
I might have money enough, in fome tin®,
to purchafe my freedom; and, when that was
the cafe, I might depend upon it he would Jet
me have it for forty pounds-fiefling. mo_iw);],
L whic

-—‘\‘!"
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which was only the fame price he:gave for
.me. This found gladdened my poor heast
‘beyond meafure; tﬁou.gh indeed i was no
more than the very idea I had fofmsed, in my
‘mind of my mafter long before; and I imme-
diately made him this reply: ¢Sir, I always
¢ had that very thought of you, indeed I had,
¢and that made me fo diligent in ferving
¢ you." He then gave me a large piece of fil-
~ ver coin, fuch as 1 had never feen or had be-
fore, and told me to get ready for the voyage,
and he would credit me with a tierce of fugar
and another of rum; he alfo faid that he had
_ two amiable fifters jn Philade]phia, from whomn
I might get fome:neceflagy things. Upon this -
my -noble captain defired me to :go aboard;
and, knowing the African mettle, he charged
~ me not to fay any thing of this matter to any
body; and ‘he promifed that the lying mate
~ thould not go with him any more. This was
a change indeed; in the fame hour to-fee] the -
moft exquifite pain, and in the turn of a mep
ment the fulleft joy. It caufed\in me-fueh
fenfations as I wag only able to exprefs in my
lgoks; my heart was {o overpowered with gra-
titude, that I could have kiffed both of their
feet. When I left the room, I immediately
went, or rather flew, to the veffe], which be-
ing loaded, my mafter, as good.as his word,
.  H 3 trufted
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“trufted me with a tierce of rum, and another
.of fugar; when we failed, and arrived fafe at
the elegant city of Philadelphia. I foon fold
“my goods here pretty well; and in this charm-
-ing place I found .every thing plentiful and

‘¢heap. ' ,
While T was in this place a-very extraor-
dinary -occurrence befel me. I had been told
-one cvening of a wife woman, a Mrs. Davis,

- - who revealed fecrets, ‘foretold events, &c. I

- put little faith in this ftory at firft, as I could
" ot conceive that any mortal could forefee the
- future difpofals of Providence, nor did I be-
lieve in any other revelation than that of the
holy Scriptures; however, I was greatly afto-
- nithed at feeing this woman in a dream that
“night, though a petfon I never before beheld
“in my life; this made fuch an impreflion on
“me, that I could not get the idea the next
- day out of my mind, and I then becare as
‘' anxious to fee her as I was before indifferent ;
-accordingly, in the evening, after we left off
 working, I enquired where fhe lived, and,
" being “direfted to her, to my inexpreffible
- furprife, beheld the very woman in the very
" fame drefs fhe appeared to me to wear in the
* vifion. She immediately told me I had dreamed
- of her the preceding night; related to me

many things that had happened with a cor-
S . retnefs
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“seCinefs that aftonithed me; and finally told
.me I thould not be long a flave; this was the
more agreeable news, as I believed it the
- more readily from her having fo faithfully re-

lated the paft incidents of my life. She faid
I thould be twice in very great danger of my
life within eightcen months, which, if I ef-
caped, I fhould afterwards go on well; fo
iving me her blefling, we parted. After
ﬁayino here fome time till our veffel was
loadeg, and I had bought in my little traffic,
we failed from this agreeable {pot for Mont-
ferrat, once more to encounter the raging furfs.
We arrived fafe at Montferrat, where we
difcharged our cargo,and I fold my thingswell.
‘Soonafter that we took flaves on board for St.
Euftatia, and from thence to Georgia. I had
always exerted myfelf, and did double work,
in order to make our voyage as fhort as poffi-
ble; and from thus overworking myfelf while
we were at Georgial caught a fever and ague.
I was very ill eleven days, and near dying ; eter-
nity was now exceedingly impreffed on my
mind, and I feared very muchthatawful event.
1 prayed the Lord therefore to fpare me;and I
made a promife in my mind to God, that I
would be good if ever I fhould recover. At
length, from having an eminent doftor to
attend me, I was reftored again to health: and
H 4 . foon
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foon after we got the veflel loaded, and fet off
for Montferrat. During the paffage, as I was
perfeftlyreftored, and had muchbufinefs of the
vefle]l to mind, all my endeaveurs to keep up
my integrity, and perform my promife to God,
began to fail; and in {pite of all I could do, as
we drew nearer and nearer to the ilands, my
refolutions more and mare declined, as if the -
. very air of that country or climate feemed
fatal to piety. When we were fafe arrived at
Montferrat, and I had got afhore, I forgot my
former refolutions.—Alas! how prone is the
heart to leave that God it wilhes ta love! and
how firongly do the things.ef this world firike
the fenfes and cani\'ate the foyl!—After our
veflel was difcharged, we foon got her ready,
and took in, as ufua), fome of the poor op-
prefled natives of Africa, and other negroes;
we then fet off again for Georgia and Charlef
town. We arrived at Georgia, and, havin
landed part of ourcarge, proceeded to Charle%
town with the remainder. While we were there
I faw the town illuminated. the gunswerefired,
and bonfires and other _demon%rations of joy
fhewn, on account of the repeal of the ftamp-
a&t. Here 1 difpofed of fome goods on m
ownaccount ; the white men burying them wit
fmooth promifes and fair words, giving me,
hawever, but very indifferent payment. There
: “was,
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-¢as one gentleman particularly who'boughta
. puncheon of rum of e, whidhgave me agreat.
. deal of trouble; and although.l-ufed the'in~
tereft of my friendly captain, I could not db~
-tain any thing for it; for, being-a negro man,
~I'could not oblige him to pay me. This vexed
“mrie much, not Knowing how to aét ; and I loft
- fome time in feeking after this Chriftian ; and:
- though, when the fabbath came (which the
.segroes ufually .make ‘their holiday) I was
much inclined to go to public worthip, but,
inftead ‘of that, I wak obliged to.hire fome
~;black men to help me to pull a boat acrofs
- the water to go'in ‘quelt -of this gentleman.
- When1 found him, after much entreaty, both
from mylelf and my worthy captain, he at
laft paid me in dollars ; fome of them, how-
“ever, were copper, and of confequence of no
value; buthe took -advantage of my being a
negro man, and obliged me to put up with
thofe or none, althcugh I objeted to them.
Immediately after, as I was ‘trying to pals
“them in the market amongftother white men,
I was abufed for offering to.pafs bad coin;and
-though Tthewed them tlgme man I had got them
-from, I was within one minute of being tied
up and flogged without either judge or jury ;
however, by the help of a good pair of heels, I
ran off,and foefcaped the baftinadoes I thould
have received. on board as faft as.I
: 5 could,
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- ¢éuld, but fiill continued in fear of them un-
til we failed, which, I thank God, we did not
- Jong after; and I have never been amongit
them fince. ’

We foon came to Georgia, where we were
to complete our lading: and here worfe-fate
than ever attended me: for one Sunday
night, as [ was with fome negroes in their

- mafter’s yard in the town of Savannabh, it hap-
. pened that their mafter, one Doétor Perkins,
. who was a very fevere and cruel man, came
in drunk; and not liking to fee any ftrange
negroes in his yard, he, and a ruffian of a white
man he had in his fervice, befet me in an in-
ftant, and both of them ftruck me with the
firft weapons they could get hold of. I.cried
-out as long as I could for help and mercy ;
.but, though [ gave a good account of my-
{elf, and h= knew my captain, who lodged
hard by him, it was to no purpofe. They
beat and mangled me in a fhameful manner,
.Jeaving me near dead. I loft fo much blood
_from the wounds I received, that I lay quite
motionlefs, and was fo benumbed that I
could not feel any thing for many hours.
Early in the morning they took -me away to
-the jail. As'I did not return to the thip
all night, my captain not knowing where
T was, and being uneafy that I did not then -
make my appearance, he made inqufiry
. . after’

f‘r; -\“\_ .

- ’- -
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after me ; and, having found where I was, im-
. mediately came tome. And foon as the good
man faw me fo cut and mangled, he could not
forbear weeping ; he foon got me out of jail
to his lodgings, and immediately fent for the
beft doftors In the placé, who at firft declared
- it as their opinion that I could not recover.
. My captain,on this,went to all the lawyersin
the town for their advice, but they told him
they could do nothing for me as I was a negro.
He then went to Dr. Perkins, the hero who had
vanquifthed me, and menaced him, fwearing
he would be revenged of him, and chalfenged
him to fight. But cowardice is ever the com-
Ppanion of cruelty-—and the Doftor refufed.
However, by the fkilfulnefs -of one Dottor
Brady of that place, I began at laft to amend ;
but, although I was fo fore and .bad with the
wounds I had all overme, that I could not reft
in any pofture, yet I was in more pain onac
count of thecaptain’s uneafinefs about me
than I otherwife fhould have been. The worthy
man nurfed and watched me all the hours of
the night; and I was, through his attention,
and that of the dotor, able to get out of bed
in about fixteen or eighteen days. All this
time I was very much wanted on board, as [
ufed frequently to go up and down the river
~for rafts, and other parts of our cargo, and
H6 ftow
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ftow them, when the mate was fick or abfent.
In about four weeks I was able to go on duty;
and in a fortnight after, having got in all our
lading, our veffel fet fail for Montferrat ; and
in lefs than three weeks we arrived there fafe,
towards the end of the year. This ended my
adventures in 1765 ; for I did not- leave
Montlerrat again till the beginning of the
following year.

CHAP,

W!-Y .



[ 181 ]

CHAP. VIL

The author’s difguft at the Weft Indies---Forms
Jfehemes to obtain bis freedom---Ludscrous dif-
appointment be and bis Captain met with in
Georgia---At laft, by [feveral fuccefsful voy-
ages, be acquires a fum of money fufficient to
purchafe it---Applies to bis mafler who ac-
cepts 1t, and gramts bis manumiffion, to bis
great joy---He afterwards emters, as a free-
man on board ome of Mr. King’s fbips, and
Jails for Georgia---Impofitions on free negroes
as ufual---bis venture of turkies---Sails for
Montferrat, aud, on bis paffage, bis friend the
Captains falls ill and dies.

EverY day now brought me nearer my
freedom, and I was impatient till we pro-
ceeded again to fea, that I might have an op-
- portunity of getting a fum large enough to

urchafe it. I was not long ungratified ; for
in the beginning of the year 1766, my maf-
ter bought another floop, named the Nancy,
the largeft I had ever feen. She was partly
laden, and was to proceed to Philadelphia ;
our captain had his choice of three, and I
was well pleafed he chofe this, which wlzlls
‘the
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the largeft, for, from his having a large vef~
fel, I had more room, and could carry a larger
quantity of goods with me. Accordingly,
when we had delivered our old veflel, the
. Prudence, and completed the lading of the
' Nancy, having made near three hundred per
" cent. by four barrels of pork I brought from
Charleftown, I laid in as large a cargo as I
" could, trufting to God’s providence to prof-
per my undertaking. With thefe views I
failed for Philadelphia. On our paflage, when
we drew neat the land, I was for the firft
. time furprifed at the fight of fome whales,
having never feen any fuch large fea mon-
_ fters before; and, as we.-failed by the land,
one morning I faw a puppy whale clofe by
the veflel; itwas about the length of a wherry
boat, and it followed us all the day till we
_ got within the CGapes.- We arrived fafe and
in good time at Philadelphia, and I fold my
goods there chiefly to the Quakers. They
" always appeared to be a very honeft difcreet
fort of people, and never attempted to impofe
on me; | therefore liked them, and ever af-
" ter chofe to deal with them in preference to
any others. ‘
~ One Sunday morning, while I was here,
as [ was going to church, I chanced to pafs a
meeting houfg . The doors being open, al}lxd
the
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‘the houfe full of people, it excited my cu-
-riofity to go in. When I entered the houfe, to
my great furprife, I faw a very tall woman
ftanding in the midft of them, {peaking in an
audible voice fomething which I could not
underftand. Having never feen any thing of
this kind before, 1 ftood and ftared about me
-for fome time, wondering at this odd fcene.
As foon as it was over, I took an opportunity
to make inquiry about the place and people,
when I was informed they were called Qua-
kers. I particularly afked what that woman
I faw in the midft of them had faid, but none
“of them were pleafed to fatisfy me; fo 1
quitted them, and foon after, as I was return-
ing, I came to a church crowded with peo-
-ple ; the church-yard was full likewife, and
a number of people were even mounted on
ladders, looking in at the windows. I thought
this a ftrange* fight, as I had never fcen
churches, eitherin England or the Weft In-
dies, crowded in this manner before. I there-
-fore made bold to atk fome people the mean-
-ing of all this, and they told me the Rev. Mr.
George Whitfield was preaching. I had of-
. ten heard of this gentleman, and had wifhed
 to fee and hear him; but [ had never before
_ had an oppertunity. I now therefore re-
folved to gratify myfelf with the fight, and

. 1 . prefled
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refled in amidft the multitude. When T go¢
into the church I faw this pious man exhort-
ing the people with the greateft fervour and
earneftnefs, and fweating.-as much as I ever
“did while in flavery at Montferrat beach. i
was very much firuck and imprefled with:
this ; I thought it ftrange I had never feenr
-divines exert themfelves in this manner be-
fore, and was no longer at a lofs to account
"for the thin congregations they preached to.
When we had difcharged our cargo ‘here,
and were loaded again, we left this fruitful
land once more, and fet fail for Montferrat.
‘My traffic had hitherto fucceeded fo well with
‘me, that I thought, by felling my goods when .
“we arrived at Montferrat, Ifhould have money
enough to purchafe my freedom. But as foon
as our vefel arrived there, my mafter came
on board, and gave orders for us to go to St.
-Euftatia, and difcharge our cargo there, and
from thence fproceed to Georgia. I was
‘much difappointed at this; but thinking, as
-ufual, it was of no ufe’ to murmur at the
decrees of fate, I fubmitted without repin-
‘ing, and we went to St. Euftatia. After we
had difcharged our cargo there we took in
“a live cargo, (as we call a cargo of flaves.)
‘Here I fold my goods tolerably well; but,
not being able to lay out all my nioncyhip
- 4 : this
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this fmall iffand to as much advantage as in
many other places, I laid out only part, and
the remainder I brought away with me neat.
We failed from hence for Georgia, and I was
glad when we got there, though I had not
amuch reafon to like the place from my laft
adventure in Savannah; but I longed to get
back to Montferrat and procure my freedom,
which I expefted to be able to purchafe when
I returned. As foon as we arrived here [
waited on my careful dotor, Mr. Brady, te
whom I made the moft grateful acknowledg-
ments in my power for his former kindnefs

-and attention during my illnefs. -
While we were here, an odd circumftance .
happened to the captain and me, which dif- .-
appointed us both a good deal A filver-
fmith, whom we had brought to this placé -
fome voyages before, agreed with the cap-
tain to return with usto the Weft Indies, apnd
promifed at the fame time to give the cap-
tain a great deal of money, having pretended
to take a liking to him, and being as we
- thought very rich. But while we ftayed to- -
load our veffel this man was taken ill in a
houfe were he worked,and in a week’s fime
became very bad. Theé worfe he grew, the "
more he ufed to fpeak of giving the captain
what he had promifed him, fo that he ex-~ -
pelted
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‘pefted fomething confiderable from the death
of this man, who had no wife or child, and
he attended him day and night. I ufed alfo to
go with the captain, at his own defire, to at-
tend him; efpecially when we faw there was
_'no appearance of his recovery; and in order
‘to recompenfe me for my trouble, the cap-
tain promifed me ten pounds, when he thould
get the man’s property. Ithought this would
be of great fervice to me, although I had
nearly money enough to purchafe my free-
dom, if I fhould get fafe this voyage to Mont-
ferrat. In this expeétation I laid out above
cight pounds of my money for a fuit of fuper-
fire blue cloaths to dance in at my freedom,
which I hoped was then at hand We ftill
continued to attend this man, and were with
him even on the laft day he lived, till very
tate at night, when we went on boatd. After
we were got to bed, about one or two o’clock
in the morning, the captain was fent for, and
informed the man was dead. On this he came
to my bed, and, waking me, informed me of
it, and defired me to get -up and procure a
light, and immediately go with him. I told
him I was very fleepy, and withed he would
take fomebody elfe with him; or elfe, as the
man was dead, and could want no farther at-

tendance, to let all things remain as they
o were
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woere till the next morning. ¢ No, no,’ faid
he, ¢ we will have the money to-night, I can-
¢ not wait till to-morrow; fo let us go.” * Ae-
cordingly I got up and ftruck a light, and
away we both went and faw the man, as dead
as we could wifh. The captain faid he would
‘gave him a grand burial, in gratitude for the
-promifed treafure; and defired that all the
"things belonging to the deceafed might be
‘brought forth. Among others, there was a
neft of trunks of which he had kept the keys
whilft the raan was ill, and when they were
‘produced we opened them with no {mall ea-
gernefs and expeétation; and as there werea
" great number within one another, with much
' Impatience we took them one out of the other. _
At laft, when we came to the fmalleft. and
had opened it, wé faw it was full of papers,
which we fufpofed to be notes; at the fight
of which our hearts leapt for joy; and that
inftant the captain, clapping his hands, cried
out, * Thank God! hereitis.’” But when we
took up the trunk, and began to examine the
fuppofed treafure and long-looked-for bounty.
(alas! alas! how uncertain and deceitful are
-all human affairs!) what had we found?
While we thought we were embracing a fub-
ftance, we grafped an empty nothing!! The
whole amount that was in the neft of trunks
: was
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was only one dollar and half; and-all that
the man poflefled would not pay for his coffin.
Our fudden and exquifite joy was now fuc-
ceeded by as fudden and exquifife pain ; and
my captam and | exbibited, for fome time,
moft ridiculous figures—pitures of chagrin
and difappointment! We went away greatly
mortified, and left the deceafed to do-as well
as he could for himfelf, as we had taken fo

ood care of him when alive for nothing.
6Ve fet fail once mose for Montferrat, and ar-
rived there fafe, but much out of humour
with our friend the filverfmith. When we
had unladen the veflel, and I had fold my
venture, finding myfelf mafter of about for-

© . ty-leven pounds—I confulted my true friend,

_ the captain, how I {hould proceed .in offering
" my mafter the money for my freedom. He
told me to come on a certain morning, when
he and my mafter would be at breakfaft to-
gether. . Accordingly, on that momin%, I
went, and met the captain there, as he had
appointed. When I went in I made my obei-
fance to oy mafter, and withk my money in
my hand, and many fears in my heart, |
prayed him to be as good as his. offer to me,.
when he was pleafed to promife me my: free-
dom as foon as I could purchafe it. This
{peech feemed to confound him; he began to
recoil ;
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recotl; and imy heart funk tlrat ioftant within
~me, ¢ What! faid he, give you your frees
* dom? Why, where did you get the money;
- « Have you got forty pounds fterling?’ ¢ Yes,
¢ fir,” I anfwered. < How did you get ity
replied he; I told iim, ¢ Very honeftly.” The
-captain than faid he knew I got the money
very honeftly, and with much induftry, and
that I was particularly careful. On which:
my mafter teplied, I'got money much fafter
‘than he did; and faid he would not have
made the promife he did if he had thought
" Itfhould have got money fo foon. ¢ Come;
¢ come,’ faid' my worthy captain, clapping
my mafter on the back, ¢ Come. Robert,.
¢ (which was his name), I think you mutft let
¢ him have his freedom;---yqu have laid your
¢ money out very well; you have received
¢ good intereft for it all this time, and here
< is now the principal at lait. I know Guf-
¢ tavus had earned you more than one hnndred
¢ a-year, and he will ftill fave you money, as
< he will not leave you: Come, Robert, take
“the money.” My mafter then faid, he
would ‘not be worfe than his promife; and,
taking the money, told me to go to to the Se~
cretary at the Regifter Office, and get my
manumiflion drawn up. Thefe words of my
mafter were like a voice from heaven to me;
: ‘ in
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in an inftant all my trepidition was turned®
into unuttered blifs; and I moft reverently
bowed myfelf with gratitude, unable to ex-
prefs my feelings, but by the overflowing of
my eyes, and a heart replete with thanks to
God; while my true and worthy friend the
captain congratulated us both with a peculiar
degrece of heartfelt pleafure. As foon as the
firft tranfports of my joy were over, and I had
exprefied my thanks to thefe my worthy
friends in the beft manner I was able, I rofe
with a heart full of affeftion and reverence,
and left the room in order to obey my ma-
fter’s joyful mandate of going to the Regifter
Officer. As I was leaving the houfe, I called
to mind the words of the Pfalmift, in the
126th Pfalm, and like him, I glorified God
¢in my heatt, in whom I trufted.” Thefe
words had been imprefled on my mind from
the very day I was forced from Deptford to
the prefent hour, and I now faw them, as [
thought, fulklled and verified. My imagi-
nation was all rapture as I flew to the Regif-
ter office: and, in this refpe&, like the apo-
ftle Peter*, (whofe deliverence from prifon
was fo fudden and extraordinary, that he
thought he was in a vifion), I could fcarcely
' » Ads xii, g. .

- believe



[ 191 }

believe I was awake. Heavens! who could.
do juftice to my feclings at this moment?
Not conquering heroes themfelves, in the
midft of a triumph- -Not the tender mother
‘who has juft regained her long-loft infant, and
prefles it to her heart---Not the weary hungry
mariner, at the fight of the defired friendly
port-- Not the lover, when he once more em-’
braces his beloved miftrefs, after fhe has been
ravithed from his arms!-—All within my
breaft was tumult, wildnefs, and delirium!
My feet {carcely touched the ground, for they
-were winged with joy, and, like Elijah as he’
- rofetoHeaven, they ¢ were withlightning {fped
¢ as I wenton.” Every one I met I told of.
my happinefs, and blazed about the virtue of
nmy amiable mafter and captain. . -
When I got to the office, and acquainted
the Regifter with my errand, he congratula-
ted me on the occafion, and told me he would
“draw up my manumiffion for half price,
which was a guinea. I thanked him fgr his
kindnefs; and having received it, and paid
him, I haftened to my mafter to get him to
fign it, that I might fully be releafed. = Ac-
cordinly he figned the manumiffion that
day; fo that, before night, I'who had beena -
flave in the morning, trembling at the will of
’ another,



L 192 ]

another, now became my own mafter, and
compleatly free. I thought this was the hap-
pieft day I had ever experienced ; and my joy
was ftill heightened by the bleffings and pray-
ers of many of the fable race, particularly the
aged to whom my heart had ever been at-
tached with reverence. :
As the form of my manumiffion has fome-
thing peculiar in it, and exprefles the abfolute
ower and dominion one man claims over his
ellow, I fhall beg leave to prefent it before
my readers-at full length:

Montfeirat—~-To all men unto whom thefe
prefents fhall' come: I Robert” King, of the
parifh’of St. Anthony, in the faid ifland, ‘mer-
chant, fend greeting: Know ye, that I the

aforefaid Robert King, for, and in confidera-

tion of the fum of feventy pounds current
money of the faid ifland, to me in hénd paid,
and to the intent that a negro man flave,
named Guftavus Vafa, fhall and may become
free, have manumitted, emancipated, enfran-

chifed, and fet free, and by thefe prefents do,
manumit, emancipate, enfranchife, and ‘fét

free the aforefaid negro man-flave named

Guftavus Vafa, for ever; hereby giving,

granting, and -releafihg unto hinmi, the faid

Guftavus Vafa, all right, title, dominion, fo-
' : _ vereignty,

Fd
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vereignty and pro erty, which, as lord and
maﬁegl.' g,ver th{; aff)'ore{'aid Guftavus Vafa, |
have had, or which I now have, or by any
means whatfoéver [ may or can herecafter
pofiibly have over him the aforefaiq Negro,
for ever. In witnefs whereof, I the above-
faid Robert King, have unto thefe prefents
fet my hand and ?eal, this tenth day of July,
in the year of our Lord one thoufand fevey
hundred and fixty-fix. RosErT King.

Signed, fealed, and delivered in th
Terry Legay. -

e prefence

Montferrat,
Regiftered the within manumiffion,
length, this eleventh day of July,
laber D. TerRrY LEegay,

at full
1766, in
Regifter.

In thort, the fair as well as the black people
-immediately ftyled me by a new appellation,
to me the maft defirable in the world, which
was freeman, and at the dances | gave, my
Georgia fuperfine blue cloaths made no indjf-
ferent appearance, as I thought. Some of the
fable females, who formerly ftood aloof, now
began to relax, and appear lefs coy, but my
heart was ftill fixed on London,” where I

hoped to be ere long. So that ‘my worthy
: 1 ~ cap
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captain, and his owner my late mafter, finding.
that the bent of my mind was towards Lon-
don, faid to me, ¢ We hope you won't leave
¢ us, but that you will ftill be with the veflels.”
Here gratitude bowed me down; and none
but the generous mind can judge of my feel-
ings, ftruggling between inclination and duty.
However, notwithftanding my wifh to be 1
London, I obediently anfwered my benefac-
tors that I would go in the veffel, and not
leave them; and from that day I was entered
on board as an able-bodied failor, at thirty-fix
fhillings per month, befides what perquifites
I could make. My intention was to make a
voyage or two, entirely to pleafe thefe my
honoured patrons; but I determined that the
_ year following, if it pleafed God, I would fee
Old England once more, and furprife my old -
mafter, Capt. Pafcal, who was hourly in my
mind; for I ftill loved him, notwithftanding
his ufage to me, and I pleafed myfelf with
thinking of what he would fay when he faw
what the Lord had done for me in fo fhort a
time, inftead of being, as he might perhaps
fuppofe, under the cruel yoke of fome planter.
With thefe kinds of reveries I often ufed-to
entertain myfelf, and fhorten the time till my
return: and now, being as in my original
free African ftate, I embarked on board the
’ Nancy,
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WNancy, after having got all things ready for
our-voyage. In this ftate of ferenity we fail-
ed for St. Euftatia; and having fmooth feas
and pleafant weather we foon arrived there:
after taking our cargo on board, we proceed-
ed to Savannah in Georgia, in Auguft 1766.
‘While we were there, as ufual, I ufed to go
for the cargo up the rivers it boats: and when
on this bu%ne 3 have been frequently befet
by Alligators, which were very numerous on
that coaft and river; and fhot many of them
when they have been near getting into our
boats; which we have with great difficulty
fometimes prevented, and have been very
mauch - frightened at them. I have ' feen
young ones fold alive in Georgia for fix-pence.

During our ftay at this place, one evening
a flave belonging to Mr. Read, a merchant
of Savannah, came near to our-veflel, and be-
gan to ufe me very ill. I cntreated him, with
all the: patience -I was mafter of, to defift, as
I knew there was a little or no law for a free
negro here; but'the fellow, inftead of tak-
ing my advice, perfevered in his infuits, and
even firuck me. - At this I loft all temper,
and fell on him and beat him foundly. The
next morning his mafter came to our veffel as
we lay alongfide the wharf, and defired me to
come afkore that he might have me ﬁogg:i(}
o : 12



[ 196 ]

all reund the town, for beating his negro
flave. Itold him he had infulted me, and
had given the provocation by firft ftriking
- me. I had told my captain alfo the whole
affair that morning, and withed him to have
gone alone with me to Mr. Read, to prevent
bad confequences; but he faid that it did not
fignify, and if Mr. Read faid any thing; he
would make matters up, and defired me to
go to work, which I accordingly did. The
captain being on board when Mr. Read
came and applied to him to deliver me up, he-
faid he knew noting of the matter, I was a
free men: I wasaftonithed and frightened at
this, and thought I had better keep where I
was, than go athore and be flogged round the
town, without judge or jury. I therefore re-
fufed to ftir; and Mr.- Read went away,
- {wearing he would bring all the conftables in
the town, for he would. have me out of the
veflel. When he was gone, I thought his
" threat might prove too true to my forrow;
and I was confirmed in this belief, as well by
the many inftances I had feen of the treat-
1ment of free negroes, as from a fatt that had-
happened within my ewn knowledge here a

fhort time before. :
. There was a free black man, a carpenter,
that I knew, who for afking a gentleman thl:xt
: e

3
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- e worked for, for the money he had earned,
~ wvas put into gaol; and afterwards this op-
.prefled man was fent from Georgia, with falfe
/ ) accufations, Of; an intention to fet the gentle-
€ man’s houfe on dwmefe, and run away ‘with his
. flaves. 1 was™therefore much embarraffed,
. -and very apprehenfive of a flogging at leaft.
I dreaded, of all things, the thoughts of be-
.ing ftripped, as I never in my life had the
marks ofp any violence of that kind. At that
-inftant a rage feized my foul, and for a while I
.determinec§ to refift the firft man that fhould
offer to lay violent hands on me, or bafely
ufe me without a trial; for I would fooner
.die like a free man, than fuffer myfelf to be
.fcourged by the hands of ruffians, and my
-blood drawn like a flave. The captain and
others, more cautious, advifed me to make

. -hafte and conceal myfelf; for they faid Mr.
-Read was a very {piteful man, and he would
foon come onboard with conftables, and take
-me. At firft I refufed this council, being
determined to ftand my ground; but at
length, by the prevailing entreaties of the
Captain and Mr. Dixon, with whom he
-Jodged,. I went to Mr. Dixon’s houfe, which:
.was a little out of the town, ata place called
2ea-ma-cbra. 1 wasbut juft gohe, when Mr.
.Read, with the conftables, came for me, and
I3 fearched
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fearched the veflel,. but not finding m&
there he fwore he would have me dead or
alive. I was fecreted above five days; how-
ever the good charaéter which my Captain
always gave me, as well asdome other gentle-
men who alfo knew me, procured me fome
friends. At laft fome of them told my Cap-
tain that he did not ufe me well, in fuffering
me thus to be impofed upon, and faid thew
would feec me redrefled, and get me on board
fome other veflel. My captain, on this, im-
mediately went to Mr. Read, and told him,
that ever fince I eloped from the veflel, his
work had been negletted, and he ceuid not
go on with her loading, himfelf and mate_pot
being well; and, as I had managed things on
boaid for them, my abfence muft have ra-
tarded his voyage, and confequently hurt the
owner ; he therefore begged of him to for-
give me, as, he faid he never heard any com-
plaint of me before, during the feveral years
I had been with him.  After repeated entrea-
tics, Mr Read faid I might go to hell, and
that he would not meddle with me; on which
my Captain came immediately to me at his
lodging, and, telling me how pleafantly mat-
ters had gone on, defired me to go on board.
 Some of my other friends then afked him
if he had got the conftables warrénts‘hfron;
, them

4
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them? the Captain faid, No. On this I was
defired by them to ftay in the houfe; and
they {aid they would get me on board of fome
other veffel before the evening. When the
Captain heard this, he became almoft dif-
tracted. He went immediately for the war-
rants, and, after ufing every exertion in bis-
power, he at laft got them from 1y hunters;
but I had all the expences to pay.

After'I had thanked all my friends for their
kindnefs, I went on board again to my work,
of which I had always plenty. We were in
hafte to complete our lading, and were to car-
1y twenty head of cattle with us to the Weft
Indies, where they are a very profitable arti-
cle. In order to entourage me in working,
and to make up for the time I had loft, my
Captain promi(g:d me the privilege of carry-
ing two bullocks of my own with me; and
this made me work with redoubled ardour.
As foon as I had got the veflel loaded, in do-
ing which I was obliged to perform the duty
of the mate aswell as my own work; and when
-the bullocks wert near coming on board, 1
afked the captaih leave to bring my two, ac-
-cording to his promife; but, to my great fur-
-prife, he told me there was no room for them.
I then afked him to permit me to take one;
but he faid he could not. I was a good deal
_ I4 mortified

-
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mortified at this ufage, and told him I'had ne
notion that he intended thus to impofe om
me: nor could I think well of any man that
was fo much worfe than his wdrd. On this
we had fome difagreement, and I gave him
to underftand that [ intended to leave the
veflel. At this he appeared to be very much
dcjefted; and our mate, who had been very
fickly, and whofe duty had long ‘devolved
upon me, advifed him to Eerfuade me to ftay:
in confequence of which he fpoke very kindly
to me, making many fair promifes, telling
me that as the mate was fo fickly, he could
not do without me; and that as the fafety of
the veflel and cargo depended greatly upon
me, he therefore hoped that I would not be
" offended at what had paflfed between us, and
fwore he would make up all matters to me
when we arrived in the Weft Indies, fo I con-
fented to flave on as before. Soon after this, as
the bullocks were coming on board, one of
‘them ran at the captain, and butted him fo
furioufly in the breaft, that he never recovered
of the blow. In order to make me fome
“amends for this treatment about the bullocks,
the captain now prefled me very much to
take fome turkies, and other fowls, with me,
and gave me liberty to take as many as I
could find room for; but I told him he knew

very
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- ‘very well I had never carried any turkies be-
fore, as I always thought they were fuch ten-
‘der birds that they were not fit to crofs the
feas. However, he continued to prefs me to
buy them for once: and, what feemed very
furprifing to me, the more I was againtt it,
‘the more he urged my taking them, info--
-‘much that he enfured me from all lofes that
might happen by them, and I was prevailed.
on to take ‘them; but I thought this very
firange, as he had never ated fo with me be--
fore. 'This, and not being able to difpofe -
of my paper-money in any other way, induced
. me at length to take four'dozen. The tur-
_kies, however, I 'was fo diffatigfied about, that
I determined to make no more voyages to
this quarter, nor with this captain; and was
very apprehenfive that.my free voyage would
be the very worft I had ever made.
We fet fail for Montferrat. The captain
and mate had been both complaining of fick=
- nefs when we failed, and a$ we proceeded on
our voyage they grew worfe. T his was about
November; and: we had not been long at fea
‘before we began to meet with ftrong northerly
gales and rough feas; and in about feven or:
eight days all the bullocks were near being-
drowned, and four or five of them died. Our
veflel, which had not been tight. at firft, was
- - Igs much.
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much lefs fo now: and, though we were but
nine in the whole, including five fajlors and
myfelf, yet we were obliged to attend to-the
ump, every half or three quarters of anm
our, The captain and mate camg on deck
as often as they were able, which was now
but feldom; for they declined fo faft, that
‘they were not well enough to make obferve-
tions above four or five times the whole pai- -
fage. The whole care of the veflel refted
therefore upon me; and 1 was ebliged to

. diref her by mere dint of reafon, not heing
able to work a traverfe, The Captain was
now very forry he had not taught me naviga-
tion, and protefted, if ever he thould get
wel] again, he would not fail todo fo: but in
about feventeen days his illnefs increafed fo
much, that he was.obliged to keep his bed,
continuing fenfible, however, till the laf,
conftantly havin%tehe owner’s intereft at heart;

* for this juft and benevolent man ever appear-
ed much eoncerned abaut the welfare of what
he was intrufted with, When this dear friend
found the fymtoms of death ap‘;:roaching, he

- called me by my name ; and, when I came to
him, he afked (with almoft his lat breath) if
he had ever done me any harm? ¢ God for
< bid I fhould think fo,” replied I, ¢ k theuld

< then be the moft ungrateful of meichcsﬂ:o
. ' _ ¢ the
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¢ the beft of benefaftors.” WhileI was thus
expreﬂin%l my affe@ion and forrow by his
bed-fide, he expired without faying another
word, and the day following we committed

~ his body to the deep. Every man on board
foved him, and regretted his death; but I was
exceedingly affefted at it, and found that I
did not know till he was gone, the ftrength of
my regard for him. Indeed I had every reafon
in the world to be attached to him; for, be-
fides that he was in general mild, affable, ge-
nerous, faithful, benevolent, and juft, he was
to me a friend and a father ; and had it pleaf-
ed Providence, that he had died but five
months befere, I verily believe I'thould not
have obtained my freedom when I did; and it
is not improbable that I might not have beea
able to get it at any rate afterwards.

The captain being dead, the mate came on
the deck and made {uch obfervations as he
was able, but to ne purpofe. In the courfe of
a few days more, the bullocks that remained,
were found dead; and the turkies I had,
though on the deck, and expofed to fo much
wet and bad weather, did well, and I after-
wards gained near three hundred per cent.
won the fale of them; fo that in the event it
sproved a happy circumftance for me that I

+ had pot bought the bullocks I.intended, for
: 16 they
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they muft have perithed with the reft; and I
could not help looking on this, otherwife tri-
fling circumftance, as a particular providence
of God, and was thankful accordingly. The
care of the veflel took up all my time, and
engaged my attention entirely. As we were
-now out of the variable winds, I thought I
fhould not be much puzzled to hit the iflands.
I was perfuaded I fteered right for Antigua,
which 1 wifhed to reach, as the neareft to
us ; and in the courfe of nine or ten days we
made this ifland, to our ﬁat joy; and the
~ day after we came fafe to Montferrat. :
Many were furprifed when they heard of
my condutting the floop into the port, and I
now obtained a new appellation, and was
called captain. This elated me not a little,
and it was quite flattering to my vanity to be
thus ftyled by as high a title as any fable free-
man in this place pofleffed. When the death
~of the captain became known, he was much
-~ regretted by all who knew himj for he wasa
man univerfally refpeGted. At the fame time
the fable captain loft no fame ; for the fuc-
cefs I had met with increafed the affetion of
my friends in no {mall meafure; and I was
offered, by a gentleman of ihe place, the com-
mand of his floop to_gb among the iflands,
but I refufed. . ’

- They
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"They ran the thip aground, and the fore part
ack faft, and remained unmoveable, but the,
‘mnaer part was broken by the violence of the
‘aves. ’ AcTs xxvii. ¢1.

Howbeit we muft be caft upon a certain ifland ;
W herefore, firs, be of good cheer; for I believe
God, that it fhall be even as it was told me.
AcTs xxvii. 2§, 26.

And fo it came to pafs that the efcaped all fafe
o the land. AcTs xxvii. 44

Now a thing was fecretly brought to me, and

mine ear received a little thereof.
In thoughts from the vifions of the night, when
dead fleep falleth on men., d
: ‘ JoB iv. 12, 13.

Lo, all thefe things worketh God oftentimes
with man.
To bring back his foul from-the pit, to be en-
lightened with the light of the living.
JoB xxxiii. 29, 30.

CHAP.
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“CHAP. VIL

The duthor, to oblige My. King, once move em-

barks for Georgia in the Nancy—dAd new
captain is appointed—They fail, and fieer a

‘mew courfe—Tbree vemarkable dreams—The
‘veffel is fbipwrecked on the Babama Banks,

" but the crew are preferved, priscipally by the
- means of the author—He [ets out from an

" 'Hfland, with the captain in a fmall boat, in
" queft of a fhip—Their difirefs——Meet with a

- svrecker—=Sail for Providence— Ave over-

taken again by a terrible frorm, and are alf

~ near perspoing—Arrive at New Providwce—
 The author, after fome time fails from thence

to Georgia— Meets with another florm, and is

- obliged to put back and refit— Arrives at Geor-

gia—Meets uew impofitions—Two white men

* atterpt to kidnap bim—Officiates as a parfon at

& funeral ceremony—bids adiew 10 Georgia, and
_ Jails for Martinico. ' ‘

AS I had now, by the death of my captain,

loft my great benefaltor and friend, I had
little inducement to remain longer in the
WeftJndies, except my gratitude to Mr. Kin%

whic
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which I thought I had pretty well difcharged
in bringing back his veflel fafe, and deliver-
_ing his cargo.te his fatisfattion. I begam:
to think of leaving this part of the world,.
of which I had been long tired, and returning
to England, where my heart had alway been;
but Mr. King ftill prefled me very much to
ftay with his veffel; and he had done. fo
much for me, that 1 found myfelf unable. to.
refufe his requefts, and confented to- go an-
other voyage to Georgia, as the mate from.
his ill ftate of health,was quite ufelefs in the
veflel. Accordingly, a new captain was ap-
pointed, whofe name was William Phillips,
an old acquaintance of mine; and, having
refitted our veffel, and taken feveral flaves on.
board, we fet fail for St. Euftatia, where we
flaid but a few days; and on the 3oth of
- January 1767, we fteered for Georgia. Our
new captain boafted ftrangely of his fkill ini
navigating and conduéting a veffel ; and, in. -
confequence of this, he fteered a new courfe,
feveral points more to the weftward. than.
we ever did before ; this appeared to me very
extraordinary. . :

On the 4th of February, which was foon
after we had got into our new'courfe, I dreamt
the thip was wrecked amidft the furfs and
rocks, and that I was the means of faving

' , every
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_every one on board; and on the night follow~
ing | dreamed the very fame dream. Thefe
“dreams, however, made no impreffion on mg:

mind ; and the next evening, it being my watc
‘below, T was pumping the veflel a little after
_eight o'clock, juft before I went off the deck,
.as Is the cuftom, and being weary with the
duty of the day, and tired at the pump (for
we made a good deal water), I began to
exprefs my impatience, and uttered with an
‘oath, ‘Damn the veflel’s bottom out.” But
.my confcience inftantly fmote me for the ex
preflion. When I left the deck I went to bed,
and had fcarcely fallen afleep when I dreamed
the fame dream again about the thip as I had

- dreamt the two preceding nights. At twelve
- .o’clock the watch was changed; and, as I
had always the charge of the captain’s watch,
I then went upondeck. At h3lf after one in

the morning, the man at the helm faw fome-
thing under the lee-beam that the fea wathed
againft, and he immediately called to me that

there was a grampus, and defired me to look

-at it, - Accordingly I ftood up and obferved
it for fome time; but when I faw the fea wafh
up againft it again and again, I faid it was .
not a fith but a rock. Being foon certain
of this; I went dowh to the captain, and, with
fome confufion, told him the danger we were
in,
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in, and defired him to come upon deck im-
mediately. He faid it was very well, and [
went up again. As foonas I was upon deck,
the wind, which had been pretty high, having
abated a little, the veffel began to be car-
ried fideways towards the reck, by means
of the current. Still the captain did not ap-
ar. Itherefore went to himn agdin and told
im the veflel was then neara large rock, and
defired he would come up with all fpeed. He
faid he would, and I returned on the deck.
When I was upon the deck again I faw we
‘were not above a piftol thot from the rock,
and | heard the noife of the breakers all around
us. I was exceedingly alarmed at this; and
the captain not having yet come on the deck
1 loft all patience; and, growing quite en-
raged, I ran down to him again, and afked
him, why he did not come up, and what he
could mean by all this? ¢ The breakers,” faid
1, ¢ are around us, and the veffel is almoft on
“ the rock.” ,With that he came on the deck
with me, and tried to put the veffel about, and
gt her out of the current, but all to no pur-
s« f:, the wind being very fmall. We then
czlled all hands up immedia‘ely; and after a
litt]. we go: up one end’ of a cable, and faft-
ered i to the anchor. By this time the furf

foamed round us, and made a dreadful noife
< on
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oa the breakers, and the very moment we let
the anchor go, the vefiel ftruck againft the
rocks. One {well now fucceeded another, as
it were one wave calling on its fellow. The
roaring of the billows encreafed, and, with one
fingle heave of the fwells, the floop was pierced
and transfixed among the rocks! in a moment
a fcene of horror prefented itfelf to my mind,
fuch as I never had conceived or experienced
before. All my fins ftared me in the face;
and cfpecially I thought that God had hurled
his direful vengeance on my guilty head
for curfing the veflel on which my life de-
pended. My 1pirits at this forfook me, and I
expeéted every moment to go to the bottom:
4 determined if I thould fill be faved, that {
would never {wear again. And in the midft
-of my -diftrefs, while the dreadful furfs were
dafhing with unremitting fury ‘among the
rocks, I remembered the Lord, though
fearful that I was undeferving of forgive-
nefs, and I thought that as he had often
delivered, he might yet dehliver; and, calling
to mind the many mercies he had thewn me in
times paft, they gave  me fome {mall hope
that he might fill help me. I then began e
think how we might be faved; and, [ believe
no mind was ever like mine foreplete with in-
‘ventions and confufed with fchemes, 'tho}x‘lgh

ow

o

S ww.
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how to efcape death I knew not. The captainr
immediately ordered the hatches to be nailed
~ down on the flaves in the hold, where . there
were above twenty, all of whom muf? una-
voidably have perifhed if he had been obeyed.
When he defired the men to nail down the
hatches I thought that my fin was the caufe of
this, and that God would charge me with thefe
people’s blood. This thought rufhed upon my
mind that inftant with fuch violence, that it
quite overpowered me, and I fainted. I re-
covered juft as the people were about to
nail down the hatches; perceiving which,
I defired them to ftop. The captain then
faid it muft be done; I afked him why? He
faid, that every one would endeavour to
get .into the boat, which was but fmall,
and thereby we fhould be drowned; for it
would not have carried above ten at the moft.
I could no longer reftrain my emotion, and I
told him he deferved drowning for not know-
ing how to navigate the veflel; and I believe
the people would have toffed him overboard
if I had given them the leaft hint of it.
However, the hatches were not nailed down;
and, as none of us could leave the: veflel
then on account of the darknefs,c and as
we knew not where to go, ane:were convinc-
ed befides that the boat could not furvive
the furfs, and befides being broken, we ‘;g

, id

2 - .
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faid we would remain on the dry part of the
veflel, and truft to God till day-light ap-
peared, when we fhould know better what
to do. , :

I then advife to get the boat prepared
againft morning, and fome of us began to fet
about: it; but others abandoned all care of the
thip, and themfelves, and fell to -drinking.
Our boat had a pierce out of her bottom near
two feet 'long, and we had no materials to
mend her; however, neceflity being the mo
ther of invention, I took fome pump-leather,
and nailed it to the broken part, and plaftered’
it over with tallow-greafe. - And, thus pre-
pared, with the utmoft anxiety of mind, we
watched for day-light, and thought every: .
minute an hour, till it appeared. At laft it
{faluted our longing eyes, and kind Provi-:
dence accompanied its approach with what
was no fmall comfort to us; for the dreadful
{wells began to fubfide; and the next thing
that we difcovered to raife our drooping
{pirits, was a fmall key, or defolate ifland,
about five or fix miles off; but.a barrier {foon’
prefented ~ itfelf; for -there was not water
enough for our boat to.go over the reefs, and:
this threw us again into a fad confternation;
but there was no alternative, we were thxfer‘e-.
‘ 3 fore



[ 214 ]
fore obliged to put but few things in the boat

atonc;; and, what wa;‘;e ﬁill,w‘grfe;,?]l of us
were frequently under the neceflity of getting
out torfi?ag and lift it over the reefs.g This
coft us much labour and fatigue; and, what
was yet more diftrefling, we could not avoid
having our legs cut and torn very much
with the rocks. There were only four
people that. would work with me at the
oars; and they confifted of three black men
and a Dutch creole failor; and, though we
went with the boats five times that day, we
had no others ta affift us. But, had we not
worked in this manner, I really believe the
people could not have been faved; fornot one
of the white men did any thing to preferve
their lives; indeed they foon got fo drunk
that they were not able, but lay about the deck
like fwine, fo that we were at laft obliged to
lift them into the boat, and carry them on
« fhore by force. This want of afliftance made
our labour intolerably fevere; infomuch that,
by going on fhore fo often that day, the fkin -
was partly ftript off my hands.
- However, we continued: all the day to. toil
and firain our exertions, . till we had brought
all on board fafe to the flicre; fothat out of
thirty-two people we loff not one
¥ z My
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.My dream now seturned u%on my mind
«with all its force; it was fulfilled in every
part; for our danger was the fame I had
dreamt of; and I could not help looking on
myfelf as the principal inftrument in ege&
ing our deliverance: for,owing to fome.of our.
people getting drunk, the reft of us were ob
figed to double our exertions; and it was for-
tunate we did, for in a very little time longer.
the patch on leather on the boat would have
been worn out, and the would have been no
longer fit for fervice. Situated as we were,
who could think that men fhould be fo care-
lefs of the danger they were in? for, if the
wind had but raifed ‘the fwell as it was when
the veflel ftruck, we muft have bid a final
farewell to all hopes of deliverance; and
though I warned the people who were drink-
ing, and entreated them to embrace the mo-
ment of ‘deliverance, neverthelefs they per-
. fifted, as if not pofleflfed of the leaft {park of
reafon. I could not help thinking, that if
any of thefe people had been loft, God would
charge me with their lives, which, perhaps,
was one caufe of my labouring fo hard for
their prefervation, and indeed every one_of
them afterwards feemed fo fenfible of the
fervice I had rendered them, that while we
~were on the Key, I was akind of chieftain

amongft
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amongft them. I brought fome limes, oranges, |
and lemons afhore; and, finding it to be
a good foil where we were, I planted feveral
of them as a token to any one that might be
caft away hereafter. This key, as we after-
wards found, was one of the Bahama iflands,
which confift of a clufter of large iflands, with ‘
fmaller ones or keys, as they are called, in-
terfperfed among them. It was about a mile
in circumfereace, with a white fandy beach
running in a regular order along it. On that
part of it where we firft attempted to land,
therg ftood fome very large birds, called fla-
mingdes: thefe, from the refle€tion of the
{un, api‘!’e‘ared to us, at a little diftance, as large
as men; and, when they walked backyyards,
and forwards, we could not -conceive what
they were: our captain fwore they were can-
nibals. This created a great panic among us;-
and we held a confultation how to aét. - The
captain wanted to go to a key that was within
fight, but a great way off; but I was againft
it, as in fo doing we fhould not be able to
fave all the -people; € And therefore,’ faid I,
¢ let us go on fhore here, and perhaps thefe
¢ cannibals may take to the water.” Accord-
ingly, we fteered toward them; and when we
approached them, to our very great joy and
no lefs wonder, they walked off one after the

4 , other
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other very delibérately ; and at haft they toak

-flight, and relieved us entirely from our fears,
About the key there were turtles and feveral
“forts of fith in fuch abundance that we caught
them without bait, which was a great relief
" 'to us after the falt provifions on board. There
‘was al{o a large rock on the beach, about ten
feet high, which was in the form of a punch-
bowl at the topy this we could not help think-
ing Providence had ‘ordained to fupply us
with rain-water; and.it was fomething fingu-
lar, that, if we did not take the water when it
rained, in fome little time after it would turn
* as falt as fea-water.

Our. firft care, after refrefhment, was, to
make ourfelves tents to lodge in, which we
did as well as we could with fome fails we had
brought from the fhip. We then began to
- think how we might get from this place,
which was quite uninhabited; and we deter-
mined to repair our boat, which was very
much fhattered, and to put to fea in queft of
a thip, or fome inhabited ifland. It took us
up however, eleven days before we could get
the boat ready for fea, in the manner we
wanted it, with a fail and other neceflaries,
When we had got all things prepared, the
captiin wanted me to ftay on fhore, while he
went to fea in queft of a veffel to take all the

: people
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people off the key; but this I refafed; and
the captain and myfelf, with five more, fet
off in the boat towards New Providence.
We had no more than -two mufquet loads of
“gun-powder with us, if any thing fhould hap-
pen ; and our ftock of provifions confifted of
three gallons of rum, four of water, fome falt
beef, fome bifcuit; and in this manner we
proceeded to fea.
On the fecond day of our voyage, we came
2o an ifland called Abbico, the largeft of the
Bahama iflands. We were much in want of
water ; for by this time our water was ex-
ended, and we were exceedingly fatigued
m pulling two days in the heat of the fun;
and it being late in the evening, we hauled
the boat afhore to try for water, and remain
during the night: when we came athore we
fearched for water, but could find none.
When it was dark, we made a fire around us
for fear of the wild beafts, as the place was an
entire thick wood, and we took ‘it by turns
to watch. In this fituation we found very.
little reft, and waited with impatience for the
morning. As foon as the light appeared we
fet off again with our boat, in hopes of find-
ing afliftance during the day. We were now
much dejeCted and weakened by pulling the

boat; for our fail was of no ufe, and we were
: . almoft

l




[ 2fe ]

«dlaroft famithed for want of freth water to
-drink. We had aothing’ left to eat byt fdt
‘beef, and that we could ‘pet- ufe without wi-
‘ter.  In -this “(tuation: W& toiled all day in
fight of the ifland;, which was very long; in
" the evening, feeinp no relief, we made fhore
_.again, aml faftened:our boat. We then'went

to ook for: frefh water, being quite faint for

the want of it; and we dug and fearched
“abouit for fome all the remainder of the even-
«ing; but could not find one drop, fo' that our
:degection at this peried became exceffive,
aand gur terror fo gteat, that we expe&ed no-
thing :but death to delivér us. 'We could not
:tduch our beef, which was fhlt as brine, with-
-out freth water; and'we were in the greatelt
-terror from: the : apprehehfion of wild beafl§.
“When unwelcome night came, we acted as-on
.the night before; and the next morning We
fet off again fronrithe ifland: in hopes of fee-
sing fome veffel. . Imtliis:maniner we toiled 4s
“well ‘'as we were ableill four o°elock, -during
-which we::paffed feveral quays, but could nét,
“feet with a thip; and, ftill famithing ‘with
-thirft, went athore on.one of thofe keys again,
“in’ hopes of finding fome water,  “Flere we
found fome leaves with affew. drops -of watér
.on: them, which we' lapped with-much eager-
aefs; we then dug in feveral places, but with-
R K2 ~out
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cout fuccefs.” As we were' 'digging". holes '

.fearch of water, there .camé forth fome very .
thick and black ftuff; but none of us could
. touch i, except the ;por Dutch creole, who
it,

drank about a quart of it, as eagerly as if it had
been wine. We tried to catch fith, but could
not: and we now began to repine at-our fate,
-and abandon ourfelves to. defpair; when, in
the midft of our murmuriag,- the captain, all
.at once cried out, ¢ A fail! afail! afal!
This gladdening found was like a reprieve to
a convi&, and we all inftantly turned to look
at it; but in a litdle time fome of us began to
. be afraid it was not.a {fail.. However, at a
venture, we cmbarked, and fteered after it;
and, in half an hour, to our unfpeakable joy,
we plainly faw that it was a veffel. . Atthis
~our drooping fpirits revived, and we made
.towards her with all the fpeed imaginable.
. When we came near to her, we found fhe was
a lide floop, about the fize of a Gravefend
hoy, and quite full of people ;- a circumftance
which we could not make out the meaning of.

Our captain, who was a Welfhman, fwore

- that they were piratgs, - and would kill us.
I faid, be that as it might,. we muft board her
.if we were to die by it; and, if they fhonld
“not receive us kindly, we muft oppofe them
..as well as we could : for there was. no alterna-
- . tive

< -
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tive between their perithing and ours. This
counfel was immiediately taken ;- and I really
believe that the captain, myfelf, and the
Dutchman, ' would then have faced twenty
men., We' had' two cutlafiés and a mufquet,
that I brought in the boat; ard in this fitua-
tion we rowed 'alongfide, and immediately
boarded her. I believe there were about forty
hands on board;; but how great was our fur-
prize, as foon as ‘we got on board, to find'
that the-major part of them were in the fame
predicamént as ourfelves. = T,
~ They belonged to a whaling {¢hooner that
~ was wrecked two days before us about nine
miles to the north “of our veffel. . When fhe -
was wrecked, fome of them had taken to their
boats, and had left fome of - their- people and
‘property on a ‘key, inthe fame: manner as we
had done ; and were going, like us, to New
Providence in queft of a thip, when they met
with this little floop, -called a wrecker; their
employment in thofe feas -being to.look after
wrecks.: ' They were then going to take the
remainder’ of 'the people’ belonging to the
fchooner ;  forwhich: the wrecker was to have.
all thinigs belonging to the veflel, and likewife
their peoplé’s help to get what they could out
_ of her,"and were then to carry the crew to -
New Providence:- - -~ - - -

SR K 3 We:
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. ‘We told the people of the wrecker the con=
dition of our veflel, ard we made the fame
agreement with them as the fcheaner’s peo-
Ple;. apd,. on their complying, we begged of
them tq, go to-our key . disectly, becaufe oun
people were.in want-of waters: They agyeed;
therefore, to go along with us firft; and in wor
days we arrived at the key, to the inexpreffi-
ble joy of the people that we had left behind,
as they had been reduced. to great extremitics:
for want of water in-oui phfened. . Luckily:
for us, the wrecker wamorﬁrpet?ﬂtoq
board than 'the could: carry or-viQual for any
moderate length of time; they thezefore hired
the ichooner’s ‘people ta. work -on the wrecky
and we left them our boas, - and: etbasked for
New Pravidemce. , = <00 o v e

. Nothing; could "have been: ' more, formnaie
than our meeting with this- wre¢lker,; for Niewt
- Providence was at fuch a diftanice -that we
never could have reached it in out boat: . The
ifland of Abbico was much loniger than we
expected ;, and it was, not, il afien failing for
%{cc or four days;tha;we, got:fafe to-the- fas-

her end . of . if, towards, New- Brovidence.
When we asrived there, mwe watered and got
a good many- lobflers and ~ether - fhel-fith,
which praved a, great relief to ug; as: our pro-
vifions and water were almoft -exhauftted.. .;Vz

o o, e then

. 4 N
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then proceeded on our voyage; but the day
after we left the ifland, late in the evening
and whilft we were yet amongft the Bahama
keys, we were overtaken by a violent gale
of wind, fo that we were obliged to cut away
the maft. The veffel was very near founder-
ing; for fhe parted from her anchors, and
ftruck feveral times on the fhoals. Here we
expected every minute that the would have
gone to pieces, and each moment to be our
laft ; fo much fo, that my old captain and
fickly ufelefs mate, and feveral- others, faint~
ed; and death ftared us in the face on every
fide. All the fwearers an board now
to call en the God of Heaven to affift them :
and fure enough beyond our comprehenfion
be did affift us, and in a miraculous manner
delivered us! In the very height of our ex-~
tremity the wind lulled for 2 few mimutes;
and, although the {well was high beyond ex-
prefion, two men who were expert fwim-
mers, attempted to go to the buoy of the an-
chor, which we ftill faw in the water, at fome
* diftance, in a little punt that belonged to.the
. wrecker, which was not lurge enough to carry
-more than two.. She filled at different times
in their. endeavours to get into her alongfide
of our veffel; and they faw nothing but death
before them, as well as we; but they faid
ce : K 4 they
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they might as well die that way as any other.
A coil of very fmall rope, with a little buoy,
was put along with them; and, at laft, with
great hazard they get the punt clear from
the veffel ; and thefe two intrepid water he-
soes paddled away for life towards the buoy
of the anchor. Our eyes were fixed on them
all the time, expeéting every minute to be
their laft; and the prayers of all thofe that
remained in their fenfes were offered up to
God, on their behalf,” for a fpeedy deliver-
ance, and for our own, which depended on -
them ; and he heard and anfwered us! Thefe
two men at laft reached the buoy; and hav-
ing faftened the punt to it, they tied one end -
of their rope to the fmall buoy that they had
in the punt, and fent it adrift towards the -
veflel.  'We on board obferving this, threw
out boat-hooks and leads faftened to lines, in
order to catch the buoy; at laft we caught it,
and faftened a hawfer 10 the end of the {mall
rope ; we then gave them a fign to pull, and
they pulled the-hawfer to them, and faftened
it to the buoy : which being done, we hauled
for our lives, and, through the mercy of God,
we got again from the fhoals into deep water,
and the punt got fafe to the veffel. It is’im-
poflible for any to conceive our heartfelt joy
at this fecond deliverance from ruin, but-thc;lfc

D who
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who have foffered the fame hardfhips. ’ Thofe:
" whofe ftrength and fenfes were gone, came to
themfelvés, and were’ now as elated as they
were before deprefled. .Two “days’ after this
the wind ceafed, and the witer became
fmooth.. The punt then went on thore, and
we cut down' Jome trees; and having found
our maft #nd-mended it, we brought it on:
board, and fixed. it up. As fooh as he had:
dotre this we got up the anchor, 'and away we-
went ‘once ‘more for New Providence, which
_ in thrée days more we reached fafe, after hav--
1 . I I 3 . , .
ing’ been' above. three weeks in a fituation
in which we did not expect to eftape with life.
fThe inhabitints heére were very kind to us;.
‘and; when' they learned -our fituation, thewed
Wisa gredt deal ‘of ‘hofffitality and friendfhip.
-Seon- after this, evéry one of my old fellow-
-fufferefs that weré free, parted from us, and
“thapedl theif courfe, where their inclination led
‘therf. % Onéliverchant, who had a large floop,.
I feeinp our’edndid6h! 4id kmowing we wanted:
{to'db th ‘Gedrgit) told four of us, that his, vef-
Ly was yéing there; and if we would work on.
* Boatt aﬁﬁd%{ah her, he would give us our paf-
“fige €€ As we could mot get any wages
“whatever, and found it very hard to get off
! the place,” we were-obliged to confent to his
: propofal’;“and we w;{n: on board and helpéd:
DAV 5 to“
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to load the flaop, theugh we had only ous
;::&uéajs allowlcg us' ‘When, the was entircly
- loadéd, ke told us_{he was. to Jamaica
firtt, where we muft go- 'f.g::xg went in her,
This, howcvcr,T refufed ; but my fellow-fuf-
ferers not hiving any meney to help, theme
felves with, neceffity obliged’ them to.acceps
of the oﬂ'cr, and to fteer that courfe, though
they did not like it.
~ We ftayedip New Provxdencc aboup fexcm
teen or eighteen days; during which time
I met with many friends, who gave me eacop;
ragement to. flay there with them, bus
declined it; though, had not my. heart b&?
fixed on }:,ngland, 1 thauld:have ftayed,
Tiked the place extremely,  aad. there. were &
‘fome free’ E k. peaple hare ‘who -were very
‘happy, and we: paﬁ?:gour tjme Ele ntly to-
‘gether, with the melodious, found;of the-cat- -
" guts, under the lime and: lcmoq trees.,- At
‘ﬁ:ngth Capt. Phillips hired a floop te-carrg him -
and fome of - the flayes that, he.cquld; not fell
“here, to. Georgia; ‘and I agreed £9,gp with-him
“in this veflel, »fAE20INg NOW,EQ ialst;l fargwall
“of that placc. Wehen the veflel wpy,] ,ogc
“al¥ embarked ;. and I took. my Jeave.
Providence,, not wjthout regrety Wﬁ-ﬁﬁ]qd
about four o’clock in the. mommg, withqa

;ﬁw wind, for, Georgia;, apdy %bw& elavaﬂ

3 c L
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o’clock the fame morning, a fudden and fhort
gale fprung up and blew away moft of our -
ils; and, as we were ftill among the keys, in
a very few minutes it dathed the floop
againtt the rocks. Luckily for us the water
was deep ; and the fea was not fo angry; but
that, aftl;r having for fome time laboured
hard, and being many in number, we were
faved through God’s mercy; and, by ufing our
greateft exertions, we got the veflel off.
The next day we returned to Providence,
where we foon got her again refitted. Some
of the people%worc that we had fpells fet
upon us, by fomebody in Montferrat; and
athers faid that we had witches and wizzards
;. amongft the poor helplefs flaves; and that we
mever fhould arrive fafe at Georgia. Bue
thefe things did. not deter me; I faid, < Let
¢.us again-face the winds and feas, and fwear
¢ not,. but truft to God, and he will deliver
“us.” We therefore once more fet fail ; and
with hard labour, in feven days time arrived
fafe at Georgia. :
. After our.arrival we went up to the town of
“ Savanmah; and the fame evening I went to a
friend’s houfe to lodge, whofe name was Mofa
‘a2 black man, We were very happy at
mieeting each: other; and, after fupper we
had a-light ¢ll it was between nine and ten
. K6 ~ -o’clock
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o'clock at night. ~ About that time the watch
or patrole came by, and, difcerning a light in
the houfe, they knocked at the door; we
opened it, and they came in and fat down, and
drank fome punch with us; they alfo
begged fome limes of me, as they underftood-
I had fome, which I readily gave them. A
little after this they told me I muft go to the
watch-houfe with them ; this furprifed me a
good deal, after our kindnefs to them ; and I
afked them, Why fo? They faid that all
negroes who had a light in their houfes after
nine o’clock were to be taken into cuftody,
-and either pay fome dollars, or be flogged.
Some of thefe people knew that I was a free
man; but, as the man of the houfe was not
free, and had his -mafter to protect him, - they
did not take the fame liberty with him they
did with me. I told them that I was a free
man, and juft arrived from Providence ; that
we were not making any noife, and that I was
not a ftranger in that place, but was very well
known there : € Befides,” faid I, ¢ what will
¢ you do with me >~ That yeu fhall fee,’
replied they; ¢but you muft go “to the™
¢ watch-houfe with us.” Now, whether they
meant to get money from me or not, I wasata
lofs to know; but I thought immediately
of the oranges and limes at Santa Cruz : and
: B feeing
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feeing that nothing would pacify them, I went
with them to the watch-houfe;, where I re-
mained: -during the night. Early the next
morning_thefe impofing ruffians flogged a ne-
‘gro man and woman- that they had in the
watch-houfe, and then they  told ‘me that §
muft be flogged too; I afked why? and if
there was no law for free men? and told them
if there was I .would have it {Put in farce
againft them. . But this only exafperated them
the more, and they inftantly fwore they would
ferve -me as Dotor Perkins had done; and
_were going to lay violent hands on me; when-
one of ‘them, more humane than the reft,
faid, that as I was a free man they could not
Juttify ﬁripfping me by.law. I then immedi-
ately fent for Dr. Brady, who was known to
be an honeft and worthy man; and.on his
coming to my affiftance they let me go.
-. This was not the only difageeable incident
I met with while I was in this-place ; for, one
day, while I was a little way out of the town
of Savannah, I was befet by two white men,
“who meant to play their ufual tricks with mé
in the‘Wway of kidnapping. As foon as thefe
men accofted me, one of them faid to the
other, ¢ This is the very fellow we are look-
¢ ing for, that you loft:’ and the other {wore
immediately that I was the identical perfon,
o ) ‘ On
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On this they made up to me, and were about
to handle me ; but I told them to be ftill and
keep off, for I had feen thofe kind of tricks
played upon other free blacks, and they muft
not think to ferve me fo. At this they paufed
a little, and.one faid to the other—jt will not
do ; and the other anfwered that I talked too
good Englith. I replied, L believed I did;
and I had alfo- with. me 2 revengeful ftick
equal to the occafion; and my mind was like-
wife good. Happily howewer it was not ufeds
and, after we had talked together a little in
this manner, the rogues left me. .

I ftayed in Savannah fome time, anxioully
trying to get to Montferrat once more to fee
Mr. King, my old mafter, and then to take
a. final farewell of the American quarter of
the globe. At laft I met with a floop called the
Speedwell, Captain John Bunton,. which be-
longed to Grenada, and was bound to Mar-
- tinico, a French ifland, with a cargo of Fice ;
and I fhipped myfelf on board of her.

. Before 1 left Georgia, a black woman who
had a child lying dead, being very tenacious
of the church burial fervice, and not able to
get any white perfon to perform it, applied to
me for that purpofe. I told her I was no

on; and,.befides, that the fervice over the
dead did not: affeét the foul.. This. however

did




[ e32 3

did not fatisfy her; fhe ftill urged me very

hard ; I therefore complied with her earneft

entreaties, and at laft confented to a& the

parfon for the firft time in'my life. As fhe was

-much refpetted, there was a great company

both of white and black people at the grave.

¥ then-accordingly affomed my new vocation,

and performed the funeral ceremony to the fa.

" tisfaltion of all prefent; after which I bade -
adicu to Georgia, and-failed for Martinico.

-
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- CHAP. IXi

The autbor arrives at Martinico—Meets with
- new _difficulties—Gets- to - Montferrat, where
- be takes leave of -bis tld mafter, and fasls for
England—Meess- Capt' - Pafeal—Learns the
French born— Hires bimfelf with Dottor
Irving, where be learns to frefben fea water—
Leaves the Dottor and goes a voyage to Turkey
-and Portugal; & afterwards goes a voyage to
Grenada, and anotber to Famaica— Returns
to the Doftor, and they embark together on a
woyage to the North Pole, with the Hon. Capt.
Phipps—Some account of that voyage, and the
dangers the autbor was in—He returns te
England.

I THUs took a final leave of Georgia; for the
treatment I had received in it difgufted me
very much againft the place ; and when I left
it and failed for Martinico, I determined never
more to revifit it. My new captain condiited
his veflel fafer than my former one; and, af-
ter an agreeable voyage, we got fafe to our in-
tended port. While I was on this ifland I
.‘i\;\; P : went
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went about a good deal, and found it very
pleafant: in particular, I admired the town of
St. Pierre, which is the principal one in the
ifland, and built more like an European town
than any I had feen in the Weft Indies. In
general alfo, flaves were better treated, had
more holidays, and looked better than' thofe
—in the Englith iflands. After we had done
our bufinefs here, I wanted my difcharge,
which was neceflary; for it was then the
month of May, and I withed much to be at
Montferrat to bid farewell to Mr. King, and
‘all my other friends there, in time to fail for
Old England in the July fleet. Bat, alas! L
had put a great ftumbling: block in my own
way, by which I.was near lofing my paffage
that feafon to England. T had lent my cap-
tain fome money, which I now wanted, to en<
able me to profecute my intentions. This I
told him ; but when I applied for it, though
T urged the necefity of my occafion, I met
with fo much fhuffling from him, that I ‘be-
gan at laft to be afraid of lofing my money,
as I could not recover it by law; for I have
already mentioned, that throughout the Weft -
Indies no black man’s teftimony is admitted,
on any occafion, againft any white perfon .
whatever, and therefore my own oath would
have been of no ufe. I was obliged there<
. . fare,
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fore, to remain with him till he might be dif-
pofed to return it to me. Thus we failed
from Martinico for the Grenades. [ fre-
quently preffing the captain for my money, to
no purpofe; and, to render my condition
worfe, when we got there, the captain and
“his owners quarrelled; fo that my fituation be-
came daily more irkfome: for befides that we
on board had little or no viftuals allowed us,
and I could not get my money nor wages, as
I could then have gotten my paflage free to
Montferrat had I been able to accepr it. The
worft of all was, that it was growing late in
July, and<he fhips in the iflands muft fail by
the 26th of that month. At laft, however,
with a great many entreaties, I got my money
from the captain, and toak the firft veflel I
could meet with for St. Kuftatia. From thence
J went in another to Baffeterre in St. Kitt’s,
yhere I arrived on the agth of July. On the
22d, having met with- a veflfe} bound- ta
Montferrat, I wanted to go in her; but the
captain and others would not take me on -
board wuntil I fhould adverife myfelf, and
give notice of my going off the tfland. }
told them of my hafle to be in Montferrat,
and that the time then would not admit of
advertifing, it being late in the evening, and
the veflel about to fail; but he infifted it was
: ' neceflary,

'3 B o

b



[ o235 1

neceffary, and otherwife he faid he would not.
take me. This reduced me to great per-
plexity ; for if I fhould be compelled to fub-
mit to,this degradmg neceffity, which every
black freeman s under, of advertifing himfelf
hkc a flave, when he leaves an ifland, and
which I thought 2 grofs impofition upon any .
frecdom, I feared I fhould mifs that oppor-
tunity of going to Montferrat, and then .
could not get to England that year. The
veflel was juft going off, and no time could
be: boft; . I.immediately therefore fet. about
with 2 hcavy hea,:t, to try who I could get
tp. befriend me in complying with the de-:
mangs of the captain. Luckily I found, in.
a. few minutes, fome gentlemen of Mont~
ferrat whom I knew;. and, having told them
my: ﬁtpauon, I requefted ‘their friendly affift-,
- apce in helping me off the ifland.  Some

_them, on this,, went with me to ‘the
captain, and fatisfied him of my freedom ;
and, to my very great joy, he defired me.
to. go on board. We then fet fail, and the
next day,  23d, I arrived, at the wxfhed-fot
place, after an .abfence of fix months, in.
which T had more than once experienced
the delivering, hand of Providence, when
all human means of efcaping deftruction,
: fecme
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fecemed hopelefs. I faw my friends with a’

gladnefs of heart, which was increafrd by my

abfence, and the dangers I had efcaped ; and'

I was received with great friendfhip by them

all, but particularly by Mr. King, to whom

I related the fate of his floop, the Nancy, and

the caufes of her being wrecked. I now

learned, with extreme forrow, that his houfe

was wafhed away during my abfence, by the’

burfting of a pond at the top of a mountain

that was oppolfite the town ‘of Plymouth. I

fiwept great part of the town away, and Mr.-

King loft a great’ deal of property from the’

inundation, and nearly his life." When I told’

him I intended to go to London that feafon,

and that I had come to vifit him before my’

departure, the good man exprefled a' great

_deal of .affetion for me, and forrow that.T:
fhould leave hini, and warmly advifed me to’

ftay there;- infifting, as I was much refpe@ted’

by all the gentlemen in the place, ‘that I

might do very well, and in a fhort time’have’

. Iand and flaves of my own. ‘I thanked' him
for this inftance- of his friendfhip ; ‘bur, as I
withed very much’to be in London, ¥dex
clined remaining any:longer thete, add ‘beg
ged he would excufe me. [ then requéfted
he would be kind enough to give me a %e;tiw
. : ; : cate

B
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-ficate. of my behaviour. while in his - fcr\nce,

“which he very, rcadxly corqphcd with, and gavc
‘me thc following: -

| ‘ Mang,érrat, 261th of _‘7aly, 1767.

¢ Thé bearer Hcrcof; Guftavus Vafa, was
* my flave for upwards of three years, during

S which he has always behaved himfelf well,
¢ and difcharged his duty with honefty and

¢ ROBERT ch. ’

. To all whom this may concern.’

Havmg obtained’ this, I parted from my
kind mafter, after many fincere profeflions of
gratitude -and regard, and prepared for my
departure for London. Iimmediately agreed
1o go with one'Capt. John Hamer, for feven
guineas(the paflage to London), on board a
hip called the Andromache ; and on the 24th .
and 25th, I had free dances, as they are called,
with fome of my friends and countrymen, pre-
vious to my fetting off: after which I took
leave of all my fiiends, and on the 26th I em-
barked for Lopdon, exceedingly glad to fee
myfelf oncg more on board of a.fhip, and fill
more {o0,. in feering the courfe I had long
withed for. Witha hght hcartI bade Nil_om:-

* ferrat
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ferrat farewell, and never had my feet'on it
fince ; and with it I bade adieu to the found
of the cruel whip, and all other dreadful in-
ftruments of torture! adieu to the offenfive
fight of the violated chaftity of the_ fable fe-
males, which has too often accofted my eyes!
.adieu to oppreflions (although to me lefs fe-
vere than to moft of my countrymen!) and
adieu to the angry howling dafhing furfs! I
wifhéd for a grateful and thankful heart to
praife the Lord God on high for all' his mer-
cies ! inthis extacy I fteered the fhip all night.

We had a moft profperous voyage, and, at
the end of feven weeks, arrived at Cherry-
garden ftairs. Thus were my longing eyes
once more gratified with a fight of London,
after having been abfent from it above four
-years. I immediately received my wages, and
I never had earned feven guinéas fo quick in
my life before ; I had thirty-feven guineas in
all when T got cleared of the fhip. I how en-
téred upon a fcene quite new to me, but full
of hope. In this fituation my firft thoughts
were to look out for fome of my former
friends, and amongft the firft of thofe were
the Mifs Guerins. As foon as I had regaled
myfelf T went in queft of thofe kind ladies;
whom 1 was very impatient to {ee;' ahd, with
Icme difficulty and perfeverance, -1I-found
3 them
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them at May’sKill, Greenwich. They were
moft agreeably furprifed to fee me, and I was
quite overjoyed at meeting with them. I told
them my hiftory, at which they expreffed
great wonder, and freely acknowledged it did
their coufin, Capt. Pafcal, no honour. He
then vifited there frc?uensly ; and I met him.
four or five days after, in Greenwich-park.
‘When he faw me, he appeared a good deal
furprifed, and afked me how I came back?
I anfwered, ¢ In a fhip.” To which he re-
plied dryly, ¢ I fuppofe you did not walk
" ¢ back to London on the water.” As. | faw,
by his manner, that he did not feem to be

forry for his behaviour to me, and that.I had

not much reafon to expe&t any favour from

him, I told him that he had ufed me very ill,

after I had been fuch a faithful fervant to him
for fo many years; on which, without faying

any more, he turned about and went away.

A few days after this I met Capt. Pafcal at

Mifs Guerin’s houfc, and afked him for my

prize-money. He faid there was none due

"to me; for if my prize-money had been
10,000). he had a right to it all. I told him

I was informed otherwife : on which he bade

me defiance, and, in a bantering tone, defired

me to commence a law-fuit againit him for
it: ¢ There are lawyers enough,” faid lﬁc.

: ' ¢ that
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¢ that will take the caufe in hand, and you
¢ had better try it.” I told him then, that I
would try it, which enraged him very much;

however, ‘out of regard to the ladies, I re-
mained ftill, and never made any farther de-

mand. of my right.. Some time afterwards, -

thefe friendly ladies afked me what I meant
to do with myfelf, and how they could affift
me. 1 thanked -them, and faid, if they

pleafed, I would be their fervant; but if not

1 had thirty-feven guineas, which would fup-
port me for fome time, and I would-be much
obligéd to them to recommend me to fome
perion who would teach me a bufinefs where-
by I might earn my living. They anfwered
me very politely, that they were forry it did
not fuit them to take me as their fervant, and
afked me what bufinefs I fthould like to learn?
I faid, hair-drefling. - They then promifed to
affift me in this; and foon after, they recom-
mended me to a gentleman whom I had
known before, one Capt. O’Hara, who treat-

ed me with much kindnefs, and procured me

a mafter, a hair-drefler,” in Coventry-court;
Haymarket, with whom he placed me. Iwas
with this man from September aill the Fe-
bruary following, In that time we had a
neighbour in the fame court, who taught the:
French-horn. . He ufed to blow it fo well,
: S that

1
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#hat § was charmed with it, and agreed with
him to teach me to blow it. Accordingly He
took me in hand, and began to infiruct me,
and I foon learned all the three parts, 1 tock
great delight in blowing on this inftrument,
the evenings being long; and befides that [
was fopd of i, | did not like to be idle, and
it filled up my vacant hours innocently. At
this time alfo I agreed with the Rev. Mr,
" Gregory, who lived in the fame court, where
‘he kept an academy and an eveningfchool, to
-improve me in arithmetic. This he did as far
as Barter and Aligation; {othat all the time
-1 was there I was entirely employed. In
" .February 1768, I hired myfelfto Dr. Charles
Irving, in Pall-mally fo celebrated for his
fuccefsful experiments m making fea.water
frefh; and here I had plenty of hair-drefling
to improve my hand. This geatleman was
anexeelent mafter ; hewasexceedingly kind
and good-tempered; and allowed me in the
eveningsto attend my fchools,which I efteem-
ed a great blefling ; therefore I thank God.
-and him for it, and ufed all -my diligence to
improve the opportunity. This diligenee and
attention recommended me to the notice and
<are of my three preceptors, who, on their
parts, beftowed a great deal of painsin myin-
"« Rryfion, and'begdesl-'were all very kind to
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me. My wages, however, which were by
two-thirds lefs than ever I had in my life (for
_I'had only 12l. peranm) I foon found would
-not be fufficient to defray this extraordinary
.expence of maflers, and my own neceflary
-expences; imy old thirty-feven guineas had
-by this time warn. all away to one. I thought
“itbeft, therefore, to try the fea againin queft
of more money, asI had been bred to 1t, and
had hitherto found the profeffion of it fuccefs-
ful. I'had alfo a very great defire to fee Tur-
Xkey, and I now determined, to gratify,it.
- Accordingly, jn the month of May, 1768, I
told the Doftor my wilh’ to go to fea again,
to which he madg no oppoﬁuon and we
parted on friendly terms. The fame day I
-‘went into the city ia que& of a mafter. .I was
«<xtremely fortunate in my inquiry, forI foon
heard of a gentleman who had a fhip going to
-Italy and Turkey, and he wanted a man who
.could drefs hair well. I wasoverjoyed at this,
-and wenz immediately on board of his fhip,
as [ had been.directed, which I found to be
fitted up with great tafte, and I already fore-
boded no {mall pleafure in failing in her.
Not finding the gentleman on board, I was
directed to his lodgings, where I met with
him the next day, and gave him a fpecimen

of my drefling, --Heliked it fo well that he
: hired

L -
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hlrcd me 1mmed1ately, fo that I was perfectly
_happy, for the thip, mafter,and voyage, were
entirely to my mind. The fhip was called
‘the Delawar, and my mafter’s name was John
.Jolly, a neat, {mart, good-humoured man,
jultiuch aoneasl withed to fesve.. We failed
from England in July.following, and our
yoyage was extremely pleafant, We went tg
Villa Franca, Nige, andd.eghorn; and inall
thefe places I was charmed with the richnefs
"and beauty of the countries, and ftruck with
the elegantbuildingswithwhich they abound,
We had always in them plenty of extraordi;
nary good wines and rich fruits, which 1 was
very fond of; and I had frequent.occalions
of gratifying both my tafte and curiofity ; fog
my captain always lodged on fhore in thofg
places, which afforded me- opportunities. tg
fee the country .around. I aifo learned na.
vigation of the mate, which I was very fond
of. When we left Italy, we had delightful
failing among the Archipelago iflands, and
from thence to Smyrna in Turkey. This is ?
very ancient city ; the houfes are built, 0

flone, and moft of them have graves adjain,
ing to them; {o that they fometimes prefent
the appearance of church-yards. Provxﬁgns,
are very plentiful in this.city, and good wine:
lefs than a penny a pint. The grapes, pompe~
- Lz -~ granajes,
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granates, and many other frults, were’ alfb
she richeft and largeRt | ever faw or tafted.
Phe natives are welldooking, and ftrong
qmade, and treated me always with gréit ci-
wility. In general I believe they are fond of
dlack people; and feveral of them gave me

reffing invitations ta flay amengf them, al-
though they keep the Franks, or Chriftians,
feparate,and do ad@fuffer them to dwell im-
mediately amengft them, 1 was aftonifhed
in not feeing women in any of their fhops,
and very rarely any in the freets; and when-
ever | did they were covered witha veil from
head to foot, fo that I could not fee their
faces, exceptwhen any of them, out of curi-
«<fity, uncevered them to look at me, which
they fometimes did. 1 was furprifed to fee
Bhow the Grecks are, in fome meafure, kep
under by the Turks, as the negroes are in

-ghe Weflt-Indics by the white people. ~The
Jefs refined Greeks, as I have already hinted,
dance here in the fame maaney as we doin
pur nation. ’

" Op the whole, during our ftay here, which
was about five months, T liked the place and
the Turks extremely well. I could not hel
obferying onevery femarkable circumftance
there; the tails of the fheep are flat, and Ty
very lagge, that F have known the tad cvm}

' o
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of aTamb to weigh from eleven to thifteen
pounds. The fat of thet is very white and:
rich, and is excellent in puddings,.for which
it is much ufed. Our fhip being at length:
richly loaded with filk and other articles, we
{ailed for England,

. In May 1769, foon after eur return from-
Turkey, our {hip made a delightful voyage 1o
®porto, in Portugal; were we atrived at the
time of the carnival.. On our arrivaly thére
were fent on board of us thirty-fix articles to’
obferve,withvery heavypenaltiesifwe fhould
break any of them ; and noune of us éven
dared to go on board any other veffcl; or om
~ fHore, till the Inquifition hiad fent en board:
and fearehed for every thingillegal,efpecially
bibles: All we had wéve preduced, and cer«
tdie other things were fent on thore till the
‘fhips were going: away ; and’ any perfon, in
whofe cuftody a Lible was found. contealed,.
was. to be impriloned-and flogged, and fent:
into flavery. forten yéars.. I{aw-here many
very magnificent fights, particularly the gar-
den of Eden, where many of the clergy and:
laity went in proceffion if theirfeveral orders:
with the hoft, and fung Te-Deum.. [ hadi
a great curiofity to-go into fome .of their-
ehurches, but could’ not gain admittance -
without ufing the neceflary fprinkling of holy:
water. at my entrance. From cui'io%ty, and.
. ;ﬂ 31 ’ d Wiﬂl\
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a'wifh to be holy, I therefore complied witlr
this ceremony, but its virtues were loft uporr
me, for | found myfelf nothing the better for
it.  This place abounds with plenty’ .of all’
kinds of provifions. The town is well built
and pretty, and commands a fine profpect.
Our fhip having taken in a load of wine, and
other commodities, we failed for London,
and arrived in July following. :
Our next voyage was to the Mediterranean.
The fhip was again got ready, and we failed
in September-for Genoa. This is one of the*
fineft cities I ever faw; fome of the edifices
were .of beautiful ‘marble, and made a moft-
noble appearance ; and many had very curi
ous.fountains before them. The churches
were.rich apd magnificent, and curiouily -
adorned both in the infide and out. But all -
-this grandeur was, in my eyes, difgraced by
the galley-flaves, whofe condition both there ..
and in other parts of ltaly is truly piteousand .
wretched., After we had ftaid there fome -
weeks, - during which.we bought many dif-
ferent things we wanted, and got them.very
cheap, we failed to Naples, a charming city,
and remarkably.clean. The bay is the moft
beautiful f ever faw; the moles for fhipping -
are excellent. [ thought it extraordinary to
fee grand operas afted here on Sunday night;,'- :
- - - and

i
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¥nd even attended by their Majefties: T toay.
like thefe great enes,wentto thofe fights,and’
vainly ferved God in the' day while I thus--
~ ferved mammon effectually at night. Whiler
we remained: here, there happened an erup~:
tion at Mount Vefuvius, of which [ had a per+-
fect view. It was extremely awful;- and we
were {o. near that the afltes from it ufed t®be
thick omn ourdeck. After wehad'tranfacted our
bufinefs at Naples; we failed-with a fair wind-
onceé more for Smyrna, where we arrived*
in December. A ferafkier, or officer, took:*
a' liking ‘to- me here, and wanted e 1o~
; and-offered me two wives; however'l <
refufed the temptation, thinking one was as ¥
much as fome could manage, and more than*
others would venture ony The merchants:
here travek in caravans in large companies..
I have feen many caravans from-India; with:-
fome hundreds of camels faden widi: differ-
ent goods. The people of thefe caravans are :
quite -brown. Among other articles, they -
brought with them a:great quantity of locufts,.
which are a kind of pulfe, fweet.and pleafant -
to the palate,and infhape refembling French -
beans, but longer. - Each kind of goods is
fold in a fireet by itfelf, and I always found-
the. Turks very-honeéft -in their dealings.’
They let no Chriltians into their mofques, or -
N ) L 4 - churches,.
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churches, for which I was very lorry ; as|
was always fond of going to fee the different
modes ot worfhip of the people wherever [
went. The plague broke out while we were
in Smyrna, and we ftopped taking goods into
tbe thip dll it was over, She was then
richly laden, and we failed in about March
177@ for England. One day in our paflage
we met With an accident which was near
burning the fhip.. A black cook, in melting
fome fat, overfet the pan into the fire under
the deck, which immediately began to blaze,
and the flame went up very high under the
foretop, With thg fright, the poor cook be-
came almoft white, and altogether fpeechlefs.
Happily, hawever, we gotithe fire out without -
-doing much mifthief. After various delays
in this paflage, wirich was tedious, we arrived
in Standgate-creek in July; and at the latter
end of t%z year, fome new evént occurred,
fo that my noble captain, the thip, and I, all
foparated. : : '
In April 1971, I fhipped myfelf as a ftew~
ard with Capt, William Robettfon of the fhip
Grenada Planter, once more¢ to try for. .
tune in the Wefl-Indies; and we failed from
London for Madeira, Barbadoes, and ¢he
Gren:das, When we were at this laft place,
having fome goods o fell, I met once more
3 with
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with iny former kind of Weft-India cufic
®nefs. :

- A white man, an iflander, bought fothe
goods of me to the amount of fome pourids,,
‘and made me many fair promifes as ufual,.
but without any intention of paying me. He
had likewife boiight goods froni fome more:
of our péople, whoin ke ifiterided to férve in
the fame mannér; but he Rill ariufed us with:
promifes. Howeévet, whed our fhip was:
Poaded and nedt failing, this honeft bayer difs
¢overed no intentioit of g of paylfig for any
thing he had bought of us; but; ofi the con
traty, when I afked hith for iy mofiéy, he
threatened me and dnothet black taf He had:
Bought goods of; {6 that we found we were
Jiké to gét mote blows than pdyinent. Of.
thiswewent to complain to-oné Mr; MIntofb;
4 juftice of the pedeé; we told his worfhip.
of the man’svillaindus tricks,and begged that
he would be kind énbugh to fee us redrefled ¢
biit being negroes; ahhough free, we éould
not get any rerhedy; @hd our fhip being thefi
juft uponthe point of failing, we knew 6t how
to help ourfelves, though we thought it hard
to lofe our ptoperty in this mantiet. Luckily
for us, however, this man was allo indebted to
three white failors, who could not get & fats
thing ftont bifn; they therefore teadily joined
. : L us,
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us, and we all went together in fearch of him.
When we found where he was, we took him; .
out of a houfe and threatened him with ven-
eance; on which, finding he was likely to
be handled roughly, the rogue offered each- ..
of us fome {mall allowance, but nothing near .
our. demands. This exafperated us much;
and fome were for cutting his ears off;
but he begged hard for mercy, which was at.
laft granted him, after we had entirely ftrip- .
ped him. We then let him go, for which he
thanked us, glad to get off fo eafily, and ran.
into the bufhes, after having withed us a good,
voyage, We then repaired on board, and
thortly after fet fail for England. T cannot .
help re.rarking here a very narrow efcape we
had from being blown up, owing to a piece of -
negligence of mine. Juft as our fhip was un-
der fail, I went down under the cabin to do.
fome bufinefs, and had a lighted candle in
‘my hand, which, in my burry, without think-
ing, [ held in a barrel of gunpowder. It fe-
-mained in the powder until it was near catch-
ing fire, when fortunately I obferved it, and -
fnatched it out in time, and providentially no
harm happened ; but I was fo overcome with
terror that I immediately fainted at the deli-

. verance.

_In twtcnjyféfght d;ys ﬁ{ﬁe,we dyri{rcd_‘in‘:
’ . . England,

i, -
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England, and.I got clear.of this thip.. 'Buty
heing fill of aroving difpefition;and defirous-
of feeing as many different parts of the world
as I could, I fhipped myfelf {oon after, in the-
fame year, as fteward.on board of a fine large:
fhip, called the Jamaica, Captain David
Watt;.and we failed from Englandin Decem-
ber 1771, for Nevis and Jamaica, I found:
Jamaica to be a very fine, large ifland, well:
peopled, and the moft confiderable of the-
‘Weft-India iflands.. There were a vaft num-
ber of negroes here, whom I found, as ufual;
exceedingly impofed upon by the white peo-.
ple, and the flaves punithed as in the other:
iflands, There are negroes whofe bufinefs it-
is to flog flaves; they go about to different
people for employment, and the ufual pay is
from one to four bits. I faw many cruel pu--
nifhments infli€ted on the flaves in the fhort
time I ftaid here. In particular I was pre-~
fent when a poor fellow was tied up and kept
hanging by the wrifts at fome diftance from . -
the greund, and then fome half hundred
weights were fixed to his ancles, in which
pofture he was flogged moft unmercifully, "
There were atlo, as I heard, two different.
mafters noted for cruelty on the ifland, who .
bad ftaked up two negroes naked, and intwo
hours the vermin-ftung them to death. I
heard a,gentleman, I well knew, tell my cap-

- tain
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txia that ke pafled featence oh a negro may
to be burnt alive for attempting to poifon an.
averfeer. 1 pafs over numerous other ine
flances, in order to relieve the reader by &
milder fcene of roguery. Before § had been-
long on the itand, one Mr. Smith, &t Port
Morant, bought goods of me to the atmaunt of
twenty-five pounds flerling; but when I de~
mandcd payment from him, he was going
each time to beat me, and threatened that he
would put mein gaol. One time k¢ would
fay I was going to fet his houfe on fire ; at
another he would fwear I was going o rag
away with his flaves. I was aRonifhed at this
ufage from aperfon who was in the fituationof
a gentleman, but I had no alterhative,and was
therefore obliged to fubmit. Whenl ¢ame o
Kingfton, I was furprifed to fee the number of
Africans, who were affembled together ot
Sundays; particularly at a large commodioug
place called Spring Path. Here each differ-
eqt nation of Africa meet and dance, after the
manner of their own country. They ftill
retain toft of their native cuftomss they bury
tbeir dead, and put vi&uals, pipes, and to-
bacco, and other things in the grave with
the corpfe, in the fame manner as in Africa,
Qur thip having got her loading, we failed for
Londoun, whete we arrived-n the Aoguft fol-

- - ' Jlowing.
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Jowing., Oopnmy rewrn to Lomdon, I waited
. on my old snd good mafter, Dr. Irving, who
made me an offer of hisfervice again. Being
now tired of the fea I gladly accepted it. I
was very happy inliving with thie gentleman
ofrce more; duringwhich time we were daily
employed in redatingold Neptune’s dominis
et by puﬁfying’xhebﬁnyelemenund making:
nfreth. Thus I wenton till May 1778, when
Jwas roufed by the fouad: of farhe to feek new
adventures, and find, rowanndsthe North Pole,
whatour Creator never intended we thoald, &
pafiage 1o Indra. An expedition was how fit«
ting out to explore a north-caft paflage, conw
dutted by the Honourable Confaneineg Johtr
Phipps, late Lord Mulgrave, in his Mujefy’s
floop of war the Rate Horfe.. My maftep
being anxious for the reputation of this adé
ventare, we therefore prepared every thing
for our voyage, and I atiénded him on board
the Race Horfe, the a4th day of May 1773+
We procecded to Sheetniels, where we were
joineéd by his Majefty’s floap- the Carcafs;
commanded by Capt. Lutwidge. On the 4thy
- of June we failed towards our deftined place,
ve pole; and on the 15th of the fame month
we were off Shetland.  On this day I had a
greatand unexpefted deliverance from an ac-
cgident whichwasncarblowing up the thip and
cooe T " deftroying
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deftroying thie créw, which made e ever afZ
ter during the voyage uncommonly cautious,
The ﬂ'np was fo filled that there was very little
room on board for any one, which placed me
in a very awkward fituation. I had refolved
to keep a journal of this fingularand intereft--
ingvoyage; and I had no other place for this
purpofe but a little cabin, or the door’s
ftore-room, where I flept. ~ This little place
was ftuffed with all manner of combuftibles,.
particularly with towand aquafortis;and many.
other dangerous things. It happened. in the
evening, as I was writing my journal;.that I
had occafion to take the candlie out.of thelan-
thorn,and afpark unfortunatelyhaving touch-
ed a ﬁngle thréead of the tow, all- the reft
caught the flame, and immediately. the whole .
was 1n a blaze.. ] faw nothing but prefent:
death before me, and expected to be the firft:
to perifh in the flames,". In a moment the
alarm was fpread, and many people who were-
near ran to affift in putting out:the fire. Al
this time I was in the very midft of the flames;.
my fhirt, and the handkerchief on my neck,.
were burnt and I.was.almoft fmothered w1th 7
the fmoke. However, through God’s mercy,.
as I was nearly giving up all hopes, fome
people brought blankets and mattrefles, and.
thréw them on the flames, by which means, in.

a fhort
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a fhorttime, the fire was put out. I was feveres-
ly reprimanded and menaced by fuch of the
officers who knew it, and ftrictly charged-
never more to go there witha light; and, in-
deed, even my own fears made me give heed.
to this command for a little time ; but at laft,.
not being able to write my journal in any:
other part of the fhip, | was tempted again to.
venture by ftealth with a light in the fame.
cabin, though not without confiderable fear
and dread on my mind. On the 20th of June:
we began to ufe Dr. Irving’s apparatus for
making falt water freth ; I ufed toattend the-
diftillery ; 1 frequently purified from twenty-
fix ta forty gallons aday. The water thus. -
diftilled was perfectly pure, well tafted, and.

free from falt; .and was ufed on various occa--

fions on board the thip. Qn the 28thof June,.-
beingin lat. 78, we made Greenland, where:

I was furprifed tofce the fundid not fet. The

weather now became extremely cold ; and as

we failed between north and eaft, which was
our courfe, we faw many very high and curi-
ous mountains of ice; andalfo.a greatnumber.
of very large whales, which ufed to come clofe-
to our. thip, and blow the water up to a very
great height in the air. One moyning we had
vaft quantities of [ea-horfes about the fhip,
‘which ncighed exactly like any other horfes.

S

¢
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We fired fome harpoon guns amongft them in
drder to take fome, but we could not get any.
The goth, the captdin of a Greenland fhip:
came oh board, 4dnd told us of three fhips that
wereloftin the ice ; however we Rill held on
our courfe till July the 11th, when we were:
flopt by one: compa& impenettable body of
ite. We ran along it frott eaft to welt ahove
ten degrées ; and on the 27th we got as far
north as 80,37 ; 4n in 19 Qrf 0 defgrees eaft
longitwde from London. On the 2gth and
goth of July, we faw one continued plain of
fndoth unbroken ice, bounded only by the:
horizoh, and we faftened toa piece of ice that
was eight yards eleven inches thick. We had:
generally funfhine, and conftane day-light ;-
which gave cheerfuinefs and novelty to the:
whole¢ of this ftriking. grand, and uncommon:
fcene; and, to heighren it ftill more, the re-
fle€ion of thé fitn fromi thé ite gave fhe clouds:
amoftbeautiful appearance. Wekilled many
different animals at this tite, and, among the
reft, nine bears. Though they had nothing in
~ their pautichesbut water yet they wereall very
fat. We ufed to decoy them to the fhip fome-
thnes by burning feathers or fkins. I thought
them coarfe eating, but fome of the fHip’s -
-company relithed them very much. Some of
out people oiice, in a boat, fired at and
: ' wounded
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wounded a fea-horfe;, which dived immedi<
ately ; and in a listle time after brought yp
with it 2 number of others, They all joined
“ in an atfack upon'thé hoat, and were with

difhiculty prevented from ftaving er everfet
ting her; but a boat from the Carcafs having
come to affift ours, & joined it, they difperftd
after having wrefted an oar froth one of the
men. Ovz of the thip’s boats had before been
attacked in the fame manner, bat huppily no
barm was dene. Though we wounded {tverad
of thef¢ animals we never got but one. We
remained hereabouts until the 1ft of Augufts
\f'en the two fhips got completely faftened in
the ice, occafioned by the loofe ice that fet in
from thve fea, This tade Our ficwation very
dreadful add alarming) {6 thdt ofethe ‘7th day
we were 'in very great apprehenfion of having
“the thips fqueezed to pieces. The officets:
now held a touncil to kriow what was beft for -
us todo in order to fave our lives; and it was.
determin’d thatwe thould endeavout toefcape-
by dragging our boats along tlie ice towards.
the fea; which, however, was farthér off than
" any of us thought. This detérmination filled
uswith extreme deje&ion, and cotifounded us
with defpair; for we had very little profpett
-of elcaping with lifs. However, we fzv‘;ds
: ' =
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fome of the ice about the fhips, to kecp it
from burting them ; and thus kept them m a
kind of pond. -We then began to drag the
boats as well asiwe codld tawards the fea; but,
after two or thiee days labour, we made very*
little progrefs ; fo that fome of our hearts to..
tally failed us, and I retlly began to give up:
myfelf for loft, when I faw our furrounding
calamities. While we were atthishardlabour,
I' once fell into a pond we had made amongit:
fome loofe ice, and was very near being:
drowned; but providentiallyfome pesple were:
near, who gave me immediate afiftance, and:
thereby I efcaped drowning: Our deplbrabler
condition, which kept up the conftant appre-
henfion of our perifhing intheice,brought met
gradually tothink of eternity infuchamanner.
as I'nevey had done before., Ihad the fears.
of death hourly upen me,'and fhuddered at
the thoughts of meeting the grim kmg of ter-.
rors in the naturalftate I then was in, and was.
exceedingly doubtful of a happy etermty if I
fhould die in it. Ihad no hopes of:my life:
being prolonged-for anytime; fopwefaw that:
our exiftence could notbelongontheice after
leaving the’ fhips; which were now out of fight,.
and fome miles from'the boats. Our appear--
ahce now became truly lamentable ; pale de-~
T Jections

~
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je@ion feized every countenance ; many, who'
had'been before blafphemers, in this our dif<
trefs began to call on the good God of heaven
for his help; and in the time of our utter need”
he heard us, and againft hope, or human -
probability, delivered us! It was the eleventh
day of-the fhip’s being thus fafteried, and the-
* fourth-of our drawing the boats in this man-
ner, that the wind changed to the E. N. E.:
-The weather immediately became mild and
the ice broke towards the fea, which was to
the S. W. of us. Many of us on this got onr
board again, and with all 6ur might we hove
the fhips into eVer‘y open water we could find,
and made all the f{ail on them in our power: .
now, having a prolpe¢t of fuccefs, we made’
fignals for the boats and the remainder. of the:
people. This feemed to us like a reprieve:
from death; and happy was the man who'
could firft get on board of any fhip, or the firk
boat he could meet. 'We then proceeded in
this manner till we got into open water again,’
which we accomplifhed in about thirty hours,
to our infinite joy and gladnefs of heart. As
foon as we were aut of danger, we came to
anchor and refitted; and on the 1gth ofAugutt: -
we failed from this uninhabited extremity of
the world, where the inhofpitable clima;e af..

C : ords. -



[ 260 ]

fords neither food nor fhelteryand not a tite:
or fhrub of any kind grows amongftits barren
rocks, but all is one defolate and expanded
walle of ice, which even the conftant beams-
of the fun, for fix months in the year, cammot
Fenetrate or difolve. The fun now being on

the decline, the days fhortened as we failed tos
the {outhwatd; and, on the 28th, in latitude

73 it was dark by ten o’clock at night, Sep-~
tember the 1oth, in latikude £8: 59, we meta
very fevere gale of wind and high feas, and-
fhipped a greas deal of water in the fpace of
ten hours, This made us work exceedingly:
bard at all our pumps a whole day 3 and on¢:
fea, which ftruck the fhip with mete fotce
thar. any thiag I ¢ver met with of the kind
before, 1aid her undet water for fome €inve,.
fo that we thoughe fhe would have gone down.

Two boats wete wathed from:the booms, and:
the long-bost from the chucks; all other
moveable things oh the decks were alfes
wafhed away, among which were many cue
rious things of different kinds, which we had
brought from Greenland; and we were
obliged, in ordento lighten the fhip, to tofs
fome of out gun: overboard,. Welaw afhip

at the fame time ih very great diftrefs, andi
ber mafts were gone; but we were unablaeﬂ;(t
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aflit her.  We now loft fight of the €arcafs
1ill the 26th, when we faw land about Or-
fordnefs, off which place the joined us. From
thence we failed fram' L.oadon, and on the
goth came up to Deptford. And thus ended
our Arfic voyage, to the no fmall joy of aH
on board, after havmg beea ab (¢nt four
mopshs m which time, at the imminent ha-
zard of our lives, we explored nearly as far
‘towards the Pole as 81 degrees north, and
s0 dcgrees eatt longitude ; Ebcmg much far-
‘ther, by all-dccounts, than any navigator had
‘ever ventuyed before; in which we fully
proved the impraQicability of finding a ’af.
fage ghat way to India.

fchAh‘
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CHAP. X.

The author leaves Dr. Irving, and engages on
board a Turkey fhip---Account of a black
man’s being kidnapped on board, and fent to
the Weft Indies, and the author’s fruitlefs
-endeavours to procure bis freedom-—-Some ac-

" count of the manner of the author’s conver-
Jion to the Faith of Fefus Chriff. :

Ovur voyage to the North Pole being
-ended, I returned to London with Dr. Irving,
with whom I continued for fome time, dur-
~ing which I began ferioufly to refleét on the
dangers I had efcaped, particularly thofe of
my laft voyage, which made a lafting im-
preflion on my mind ; and, by the grace of
God, proved afterwards a mercy to me: it
caufed me to reflett deeply on my eternal
fiate, and to feek the Lord with full purpofe
of heartere it be too late: I rejoiced greatly;’
and heartily thanked the Lord for diretting
me to ,London, where 1 was determined to

* work'out my own falvation, and, in fo doing,
procure g
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tprocure atitle to heaven ; being the refult of
a mind blinded by ignorance and fin.

In procefsof timae [ left my mafter, Doftor
Irving, the purifier. of waters. I lodged in -
.Coventry-court, Haymarket, where 1 was
continually oppreffed and much concerned
about the {alvatien of my foul, and was de-
termined (in my own ftrength) to be a firft-"
xate Chriftian. I ufed every means for this
purpofe; and, not being able to find any per-
fon amongft thofe with whem I was then ac-
quainted that acquiefced with me in point of
religion, ow, in fcripture language, that would
fhew meany good, I wasmuch dejected,and
knew not where to feek relief; however, I
firft frequented the neighbouring churches,
St. James’s, and others, two or three times a
day, for many weeks: ftill I came away dif-
fatisfied : fomething was wanting that | could
not obtain, and I really found more heart-felt
relief in reading . my bible at home than in
attendingthe church ; and, being refolved to
be faved, 1 purfued other methods.  Firft I
went among the people called Quakers,
whofe meeting at times was in filence, and I
remained as much in thedark as ever. I then
- fearched into the Roman Catholic principles.
but was not in the leaft edified. I, at length,
had recourfe to the Jews, which availed me
S : : - " nothing, °
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'no‘thlng, asthe fear of eternity daily haraffed
my mind and I knew not where to feek theb.
ter from the wrath to come. However, this
was my conclyfion, at all events, to read the
Four Evangelifts, and whatever fe&t or party
I found adhering thereto, fuch J would join.
Thus I went on heavily without apy guide to
diret me the way thag leadeth to eternal life.
I afked different people queftions about the
marner of goin&}tfa heaven, and was told
different ways. ¢re | was much flaggered,
and could not find any at that time more
vighteous than myfelf, or indeed fo much in-
tl?nccho devotion, i thought we thould not
all be faved (this js agréeable to the hol;

fcriptures), nor wouwld all be damned, [ foun

none among the circle of my acquaintance

that kept holy the Ten Commandments,

So righteous was I in my own eyes, that I was
convinced I excelled many of them in that
point, by keeping eight out of ten ; and find-
ing thofe, who in general termed themfelves
Chriftiaps, not fo haneft or fo good in their
morals as the Turks. I reall¥ though; the
Turks were in a fafer way of Ta

my neighbours ; fo that hetween hopes and
fears I went on, and the chief comforts I en-
" joyed were in the mufical French-horn,which
['then pradifed, and alfo drefling of gah;

. ac

lvation than

|
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S$ych was my fituation fome months, expe-
rienciag the difhoneftly-of many people here.
I determinéd, at-lalt to fet out for Turkey,
and there to end my days.. It was:now early
dn the {pring 1774,:. 1 fought for a mafter,
.and fqund .a. Captain, John - Hughes; comi
. mander of a fhip called Anglicania, fitting
out ia ;the river /Thames;.and bound to
Smygna sin- Turkey: ' I 'fhipped myfelf with
him as a fteward ;" at the, fame time [ .recoms

mended: ta -him a very clever black man, .’

_Joha Anaisasa cook. Thissnan was on board
the fhip neax $wo months dding his duty; he
had formerly lived many years with-Mr. Wil
liam Kirkpairick, a gentleman of thé.ifland of
St. Kitt’sy from whom he parted by canfent,
though he afterwards, tried many.{chemes:to
invcigie the.poor mam.. . He had apphidd..to
many, captains, who'traded to, St.-Kdtr’s. to
trepan him ; and when all theirauempiéand
Ichemgs of kidnapping provedahsgrivey M
Kirkpatrick came to our fhip at Unioh:fiaids
on Faltgr Monday," April the 4th, with iwe
whergy-boats and fix ‘'men, having learped
that the.man was on beard;’ and.tsedyn and
forcibly topk him away from thesthip, inthe
prefenge of the crew antlthe ¢hiefimate, wha
had detained him aftex he 'hadidiformation to
come awaye | I belieye this was'a’ combined
E— M piece
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piece of bufinefs ;- but; be that as it may, it
cestainly refleéted greatdifgrace on the mate,
and captain alfo, 'who, although'they had de-
fired the opprelled 'man to fay on board,yét
notwithftanding this vile a& on the man wlhé
had ferved him, hé did not in the leaft affilt to
recover-him, or/pay me a farthing of his
wages, which was about five. pounds. I proved
the.only friend he had, who attenipted to re-
gain him hisliberty, if poffible,having known
the want of liberty myfelf. I fent asfoenas I
could to Gravefend, a.d got knowledge of
the thip in which he was; bat unluckily the
had failed the firft tide after he was put on
board. My intention.was then immediately to
apprechend Mr. Kirkpatrick, who was about
fetting off for Scotland ; and, having obtained
@: hibass corpus for bim, and got a tipftaffto go
‘weitle'me to St. Paul’s Church yard, where hé
lived, he; fufpefling fomething of thiskind, fet
a Watch to.look out, My being known to them,
obliged me to ufe the following deception: I
whitened my face that they might not know
me; and this had the defired effe&. He did
* hot go eut of his houfe that might, and next
morning I contrived a well-plotted ftratagem,

notwithftarding “he‘had a gentleman.in his.

boufe toperfonacehim. My dire&ion to the
tipftaff had the defired effeét ; he got admit-

tance
B
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tance into the houfe, and conduéted him to a
judge according to the writ. When he came
‘there, his pleawas, that he had not the body in
cuftody, on which he was admitted to bail, I
proceeded immediately to that well-known
plilanthropift, Granville Sharp, Efq. who re-
ceived me with the utmoft kindnefs, and gavé
me every inftruion that was needful on the
occafion. Ileft him in full hopes that I thould
gain the unhappy man his liberty, with the
warmeft fenfe of gratitude towards Mr. Sharp
for his kindnefs; but, alas! my attorney
proved unfaithful ; he took my money, loft
me many months employ, and did not do the
leaft good in the caufe; and wheén the poor
man arrived at St. Kitt’s, he was, according
to cuftom, ftaked to the ground with four pins
through a cord, two on his wrifts, and two on
his ancles, was cut and flogged moft unmerci=
fully,and afterwards loaded cruelly with irons
about his neck. Ihad two very moving let-
ters from him while he was in this fituation;
and I made attempts to go after him at a great
hazard, but was fadly difappointed: 1 alfo
was told of it by fome very refpettable fami-
lies now in London, who faw himin St. Kitt’s
in the fame ftate, in which he remained il
kind death releafed him out of the hands of
his tyrants. During this difagreeable bufi-

' ) M2 - nefs,
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nels, I wasunder ftrong conviionsof fin, and
thought that my ftate was worfe than an

man’s; my mind was unaccountable difturb-
ed; I often wilhed for death, though, at the
fame time, convincedIwasalltogetherunpre-
pared for that awful fummons: fuffering much
by villainsin the late caufe, and being much
concerned about the ftate of my foul, thefe
things (Laat particularly the latter) brought
me very low ; fo that I became a burden to
mylelf, and viewed all things around me as
emptinels and vanity, which could give no
fatisfaltion to a troubled confcience. I was -
again determined to go to Turkey, and re-
{olved, at that time, never more to return to
England. I engaged as fteward on board a
Turkeyman the Wefter Hall, Capt. Lina),
but was prevented by means of my late cap-
tain Mr. Hughes, and others. All this ap-
peared to be againft me, and the only comfort
1 then experienced was in reading the Holy
Scriptures, where I faw that ¢ there is no new
¢ thing under the fun,” Ecclel. i. g. and what
was appointed for me I muft fubmit to. Thus

I continued to travel in much heavinefs, and

frequen ly murmured againft the Almightly,
particularly in his providential dealings;
and, awful to think! I began to blafpheme,

— and wifhed often to be any thing but a hu-

-

3 man
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man being., In thefe fevere conflicts the
Eord anfwered me by awful ¢ vifions of the
¢ night, when deep fleep falleth upon men,

<in ﬂumbermvs upon the bed,” Job xxxiit.
t5. He was pleafed in much mercy, to give
me to fee, and in fome meature underftand,
the great and awful fcene of the judgmenn
day, that ¢ no unclean perfon, no unholy
¢ thing, can enter into the kingdom of God,’
Eph. v. 5. I would then, if it had been pof-
fible, have changed my nature wih the
meaneft worm on the earth, and was ready
to fay to the mountains and rocks, ¢ fall crr
“me,” Rev.-vi.- 16, but all in vain. [ then,
in the greateft agony, requefted the divine
Creator, that he would grant me a {imali fpace
of time to repentof myfolliesand vileiniqui-
ties, which I felt was grievous. The Lord;
in his manifold mercies, was pleafed to grant
my requeft, and being )et in a ftate of time,
the fenfe of God’s mercies were fo great on
my mind when I awoke, that my ftrength
entirely failed me for many minutes, and T
was exceedingly weak. This was thefirft fpi-
ritual mercy I ever was fenfible of,and being
on praying ground, asf{oon as I recovered
a little firength, and got out of bed and
dreffed myfelt [ invoked heaven from my
" inmoft foul, and fervently begged that God
: Mg woulds
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would never again permit me to blafpheme
his moft holy name. The Lord, who is long-
fuffering, and full of compaflipn to fuch poor
rebels as we are,condefcendedtohearandan-
fwer. I felt that I was altogether unholy, and
faw clearly what a bad ufe I had made of the
faculties ] was endowed wirh: they were
given me to glorify God with; I thought,
therefore, I ha i better want them here, and
enter into life e:ernai, than abufc them and
be caft intohell fire. I prayed to be directed,
if there were any holier perfons than .thofe
yith whom I was acquainted, that the Lord
would point them out to me. I appealed to
the fearcher of hearts, whether I did not wifh
to love him more, andfervehimbetter. Not-
withftanding all this, the reader may eafily
difcern, if a believer, that I was ftitl in na-
ture’s darknefs. Atlength I hated the houfe
" in which I lodged, becaufe God’s moft holy
name was blafphemed in it; then I faw the
word of God verified, viz. < Before they call,
<1 will anfwer; and while they are yet {peak-
¢ing I will hear.”

I had a great defire to read the Bible the
whole day at home ; but not having a conve-
nient place for retirement, Ileft the houfe in
the day, rather than ftay amongft the wicked
ones; and that day, as I was walking, it

‘ pleafed
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pleafed God “I dire& me to a houle where
there was an old fea-faring'man, who expe-
nenced much of the love of God fhed abroad
in his hearts He began to difcourfe with me;
and, asI defired to love the Lord, his conver-
fatlon rejoiced me ‘greatly ; and mdced I had
never heard before the love of Chirft to be-
lievers fet forth in fych a manner, and in fo
clear a point of view. Here [ bad more quef-
tions to put to the man than his time would
permit him tqanfwer: and in that memorable
hour there came in a Dxffentmg ‘Minilter;
he joingd our difcourfe, and afked me fome
few queftions; among others, where I heard
the gofpel preached? I knew not what he
meant by hearing the gofpel; I told him I had
gead the gofpel: and he afked me where
I went to church, or ‘whether ] went at all,
or not? To.which | replied, ¢Iattended st.
< ¢ James’s, St. .Martin’s, and St. Ann s, Soho.’
-—*80,’ faxd be, ¢you are a ghurchman?
i anfwered I was. He then mvxtcd me 10 a2
love feaft at his chapel that eveqing. [ac<’
cepted the offer, and thanked him ;s ‘and foon
after he went away.. I had fome furt,he,r dif-
courle with the o|d chriftian, added to fome
profitable.reading, which made me exceed-
ingly bappy. When I left him pe rpmmded
meoquay@,g 10 tthfcaﬂ - I-aflured, hl{,n [
would

0-
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would be there. - Thus we parted, and I
weighed over'the heavenly converfation that
had paffed” ‘between thefe- two men; which.
chééred my then heavy and droopmg fpirit’
more " than- ariy thing-T had met Wich for’
many: months. However, I thought thc time
Jong in going to my fuppofedbanquet. I 4o’
wifhed much for the company of thefe
friendly men;, their-company pleafed- me'
much; and T thétrOht the genl’lefnaﬁ very
kind in alking me, a ’ﬁradger ‘td" a fealt; but!
how fingul¢ Qid irappear tq me, toflave itifft
a chapel' When the withed for béur tame 1
went, and bhappily the ofd man 'was there,}
who kmdly feated me, as he belonged to the!
place.- I was much aftonithed to fee the  place
filled with people, and no figns of eating and
drmktng "There were many miniftersin the
comtpatiy. - At laft theybegan by giving out
hymns,-@and-between the finging, the mini-
fters éngaged in prayer: in fhort, I knew not
what to make of this fight, havmrr never {een
any thing of the kiod in.my life “before now;
‘Some of the guefts began to fpeak their ex<
perience, agreé¢able to what 1° ‘read “in  the
Scriptures : -much was fald by evcry fpeaker
of the providence of God, and his unfpeak-
able mercies to each of them. This I knew.
m‘ a great meafure; and could .mo# heartily
l Jjoin

e

k
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join them. But when they fpoke of a future
flate, they feemed to be altogether certain of
their calling and ele&tion of God; and that
no one could everfeparate them from thelove
of Chrift, or pluck them out of his hands.
This filled me with utter confternation inter—
mingled with admiration. I was fo amazed'
as not to know what to think of the company;.
my heart was attrafted, and my~ affettions
were enlarged; I wifhed to be as happy as-
them, and was perfuaded in my mind that
they were different from the world « that -
¢ lieth in wickednefs,” 1 Jobn v. 19. Their
language and finging, &c. did well harmo-
nize ; I was entirely overcome, and wifhed to
live and die thus. Laftly, fome perfons in
the place produced fome neat bafkets full of
buns, which they diftributed about ; and each
perfon communicated with Lis neighbour,
~ and fipped water out of different mugs, which
they handed about to all who were prefent.
This kind of Chriftian fellowfhip I had never
feen, nor ever, thought of feeing on earth ; it
fully reminded me of what I had read in the
Holy Scriptures of the primitive Chriftians,
who loved each other and broke bread; in
partaking of it, even from houfe to houfe.
This eniertainment (which lafted about four
bours) ended in finging and prayer, It was
My the
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the firft foul-feaft I ever was prefent at. This
laft twenty-four hours produced me things,
fpiritual and temporal, {leeping and waking,
judgment and mercy, that I could not but
admire the goodnefs of God, in dire&ing the
blind, blafphemous finner in the path that he
knew not, even among the juft ; and inftead
of judgment he has fhewed mercy, and will
hearand anfwer the prayers and fupplications
«of every returning prodigal ;

O'! to grace how great a debtor
Baily I'm conftrain'd to be.

. After this I was refolved to win heaven, if
offible ; and if I perithed, I thought it thould
e at the feet of Jefus, in praying to him for

falvation. After having been an eye-witnefs

o fomeof the happinels which attended thofe

who feared God, I knew not how, with any

propriety, to return to my lodgings, where
the-name of God was continually profaned,
at which I fele the greateft horror; I paufed
in my mind for fome time, not knowing what

10 do; whether tohire a bed elfewhere, or go

home again. At laft, fearing an evil report

might arife, [ went home, with a farewell to
card-playing and vain-jefting, &c. I faw that

‘time was very fhort, eternity long, and very |

aear; and I viewed thele perfons alone blefled

\ who

N
x
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who were found ready at midnight-call, .or
when the Judge of all, both quick and dcad.
cometh.

‘The next day I took courage, and went to
Holborn, to fee my new and worthy acquaint-
ance, the old man, Mr. C—; he, with
his wife, a gracious woman, were at wark at
filk-weaving ; they feemed mutyally happy,
and both quite glad to fee me,.and I .more {p
to fee them. - I.fat down, and we converf.
much about foul matters,&c Their difcourf{e
was amazingly delightful, edifying, and plea-
fant. I knew notat laft how to leave.this a-
greeable pair, till time fummaned me away.
As I'was going.they lent me a little book, en-
titled, «“ The Converfion of an Indian.” It
was in queftians and anfwers. The poor man
came over the fea to London, tp enquire after
the Chriftian’s Gpd who . ( through rich
mercy) he found, and had not his joursey in
vain, The above book was of great ufe to
me, and at that time was a means of frength- -
ening my faith; however, in parting, they
bothinvitedme tocall onthemwhen I pleafed,
This delighted me, and I took care to make

. all the improvement from it I could; and fo
far I thanked God for fuch company and de-
fires. I prayed that the many evils I felt
within might be done away, and that I might

M6 ‘ be
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be weaned from my former carnal acquaint-
ances. Thiswas quickly heard and anfwered,
and I was foon connected with thofe whom
the Scripture calls the excellent of the earth.
1 heard the gofpel preached, and the thoughts
of my heartand altions were laid open by the
preachers, and the way of falvation by Chrift
"alone was evidently fet forth. * Thus I went
on happily for near two months; and I once
heard during this period, a reverend gentle-
man Mr, Green fpeak of a man who had de-
parted this life in full affurance of his going
to glory. I was much aftonifhed at the affer-
tion; and @id very deliberately inquire how
he could getatthis knowledge. Iwasanfwer-
ed fully, agreeably to what I'read in the ora-
cles of truth; and'was told alfo, that if T did
not experience the new birth,and the pardon
of my fins, thro’ the blood of Chrift, before 1
died,[ cou!d not enter thekingdomof heaven.
1 knew not what to think of this report; as I
thought I kept eight commandments out of
ten; then my w'mhy interpreter told me I'did
not do i it, nor could I; and he added, that no
man ever did or cc‘u\d keép the command-
ments, without offending in one point: I
thought this founded very ftrange, and puz-
zled me much for many weeks; for I thought
it a hard faying. I then afked my friend, Mr.

- o=y
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L----d, who was a clerk of a chapel, why the
commandments of God were .given, if we
could not be faved by them? To which he re-
plied, ¢ The law'is a {chool-malter to bring us
¢ to Chrift,’ who alone could, and did keep
the-.commandments, and fulfilled all their re-
- quirements for his elet people, even thofe to
whom he had given a living faich, and the fins
of thofe chofenveflels were already atoned for
and forgiven them whilft living*; and if I
did not experience the fame before my exit,
the Lord would fay at that great day to me,
¢ Go, ye curled,’” &c. &c. for God would ap-
pear faithful in his judgments to the wicked,
as he would be faithful in fhewing merey to
thofe who were ordainedtoitbefore the world
was; therefore Chrift Jefus feemed to be all in
all to that man’s foul. I was much wounded
at this difcourfe, and brought into fuch a di-
lemma as I never expeéted. 1 afked him, if
" he was to die that moment, whether he was
fure to enterthekingdomof God; andadded,
« Do you k:ow that your fins are forgiven
¢ you?” he an{wered in the affirmative. Then
cenfufion, anger, and difcontent {eized me,
and [ ftaggered much at this fort of do&rine;
it brought me to a ftand, not knowing which
to believe, whether falvation by works, or by
faith only in Chrift. I requefted him to tell

* Romans, chapter viii. verfes 1, 2, 3..
me
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sie how I might know whea . my fins were
forgiven me. He affured me he could not,
and that none but God alone could do this.
I told him it was very myfterious; but he
faid it was really matter of fa, and quoted
many portions of Scripture immediately to
4he point, to which I could make po reply.
He then defired me to pray to God to fhew
me thefe things. 1 an{wered that I prayed
to God every day. He {aid, © I perceive you
¢ arg a churchman.” | anfwcrcd 1 was.
He then entreated me to beg of God, to
thew me what I was, and the true ftate of my
foul. T thought the .prayer very fhort and
odd ; fowe parted for that time. I weighed
all thefe things well over, and could not
‘help thinking haw it was poffible for 2 man
10 know that his fins.were forgiven him in
.this life. I withed that :God would reveal
this felf-fame thing unto me. In a fhort
time after this I went to Weftminkter chapel;
the late :Rev. Dr, Peckwell preached from

- Lam.1ii. 3g. It was a wonderful fermon; he
clearly fhewed that a living man had no caufe
to complain for the punifhmentsof his fins ; he
evidently juflified the Lord in all his dealings
with the {ons of men; he alfo fhewed the juf-
tice of God in the eternal punifhment of the
wicked and impenitent. The difcourfe feem-
<d to me like a two-edged fword cutting all
1 ways;
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ways; it afforded much joy,- intermingled
with many fears about my foul ; and when it
was ended, he gave it out that he intended,
the enfuing week, to examine all thofe who
meant to attend the Lord’s table. Now I
thought much of my good works, and, at the
fame time, was doubtful of my being a proper
objeét to receive the facrament : I was full of
meditation till the day of examining. How-
ever, I went to the chapel, and, though much
diftrefled, I addrefled the reverend gentle-
man, thinking, if I was not right, he would
endeavourtoconvinceme of it. When I con-
verfed with him, the firft thing he afked me
was, What I knew of Chrift ? | told him I be-
lieved in him, and had been baptized in his
name. ¢Then,’ faid he, when were you
< brought to the knowledge of God ; and how
¢wese you convinced of fin? I knew not
what he meant by thefe queftions; I told him
I kept eight commandments out of ten ; but
* that I fometimes {were on board fhip, and
fometimes when on fhore, and broke the fab-
bath. He then afked me if I could read; [
~ anfwered, ¢ Yes.’---¢ Then,’ faid be, *doyou
¢ not read in the Bible, he that offends inone
* point is guilty of all P I faid, ¢ Yes.” Then
he aflured me, that one fin unattoned for was
“as fuflicient to damnafaul, as one leak waé tz
n
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fink a thip. Herel wasftruck with awe; for
the minifter exhorted me much, and remind-
ed me ofthe fhortnefs of time, and the length
of eternity, and that no unregenerate foul or
any thing unclean, could entc T the klngdom
of heaven.

He did not admit me as a commumcant;
but recommended me to read the fcriptures,
and hear the word preached ; not to neglett
fervent prayer to God, who has promifed to
hear the fupplications of thofe who feek him
in godly fincerity; fo I took my leave of him,
withmany thanks, and refolved to follow his
advice, fo faras the Lord would condefcendto
enable me. During this time I was out of
employ, nor was I likely to get a fituation
fuitable for me, which obliged me to go once
more to fea. I engaged as fteward of a fhip
called the Hope, Captain Richard" Str:nge,
bound from London to Cadiz in Spain. In a
fhort time after I was on board, I heard the
name of God much blafphemed, and I feared
greatly left I fhould caich the horrible infec-
* tion, [ thought if [ finned again, after having
life and death fetevidently beforeme, 1fhould
certainly go to hell. My mind was uncom-
monly chagrined, and I murmured much at
God’s providential dealings with me,and -was
: dxfcomcmed with tire commandmems, that ¥
could
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could not be faved by what'I had done; I

hated all things, and wifhed I had never been
born ; confuﬁon feized me, and I wifhed to

be anmlnlatcd One day I was ftanding on

the very edge df theftern of the fhip, thinking

to drown myfelf ; but this fcnpmre was in-

fantlyimprefléd on my mind, ¢ Thatno mur-

derer hatheternal life abldmgm him,’1 John
iti. 19.  Then I paufed, and thought myfelf

the unhappieft man living. Again, I was

- convinced that the Lord was better to me than
I deferved; and T was better of in the world

than many:~ After this I began to fear-death;
I fretted, mourned, and prayed, till I became

a burden to others, but more fo to myfelf.

At length "I concluded to beg my bread on
fhore, rather than go again o fea among(¥

a people who feared not God and[ entreated

the captam three different times to difcharge

me; ' he 'would not, but each time gave mé

greater and greatér cncouragement to conti-

nii@withhim,and allon board thewed mevery

great cwlhty notwnhﬁandmg all this, I was
unwillifig to embhrk again. - Atlaft fome of
my religious friends advifed me, by faying it

was mylawfil cdlling, cohfequentlywwas my

-duty to obey, and'that God was rot confined
1o place, &c, particularly Mr. G. Smith, the
governor of Tothill- ﬁelds Bridewell, who pi-
tied
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tied my cale, and wead the cleventh chapter
of the liebrews to me, with exhortations. He
prayed for me,and I believe that he prevailed
on my behalf, as my burden was thep greatly
removed, and I found a hearifelt refignasion,
to the will of God. The good map gave me
a pocket Bible, and Alleing’s Alarm to the
Unconverted. We pasied, and the next day
1 went on boardaggin. - We {3id for Spain,
and 1 found favour with the captain. It was
th.e fourth of the mgnth of September when
we failed from London : wé had a delightful
voyage to Cadiz, where we . arcived. the
twenty-third of the {fame month. The place
is ftrong, commands a fine prolpeft, and is
very rich. The Spanifh galleons frequent that
port, and fome arrived whillt we were there.
1 bad many opportunities of reading the
Scriptures. I wreftled bard with God in fer-
vent prayers, who had declargd in his word
that he would hear the groanings and deep
fighs of the poor in fpirit: 1found this veri+
fied to my wuter aftonithmentand comfort in
the following manper: On the mesning of thi¢
. 6th of O&tober (I pray you fo atend) all ‘that -
day, I thought -that I. thopld- ejther fee or
bear fomething fupernatuyal. . I had afecret
impulfe on my mind of {fomething that was
to take placet, which drove me continually
+ See page 101. 6
or
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for thit time to a throne of grace. It pleafed
God to enable me towreftle with him,as Jacob
did: I prayed that if fudden death were to
l;appcn, and Iperifhed, it might be at Chrift’s
cel. :

In the evening of the fame day, as I was
reading and meditating on the fourth chapter.
of the Acts, twelfth verfe, under the folemn
apprehenfions of éternity, and refle@ing on
my paflt altions, I began to think [ bad lived
a moral life, and that [ had a proper ground.
to believe I had an intereft in the divine fa~
vour ; but fill meditating on the fubje&t, not
knowiggwhether falvationwas to be had partly
for our owngood deeds, or folely as the fove-
reign gift of God:—in this deep confternation
the Lord was pleafed to break in upon my
foul with his bright beams of heavenly light ;
and in an inflant, as it were, removing the
veil, and letting light into a dark place, Ifa.
xxv. 7. I faw clearly, with the eye of faith,
the crucified Saviour.bleeding on thecrofs on
Mount Calvary : the Scriptures became an
unfealed book, I faw myfelf a condemned
criminal under the law, which came with its
full force to my confcience, and when ¢ the
¢ commandment came {in revived, and I
¢died.” I fawthe Lord Jefus Chrift in his
bumiliation,loaded and bearing my reproach,



[ 284 ]

fin, and. fhame. I then clearly perceived, that
by the deed of the law no flefh living could
be juftified. I was then convinced, that by
the firft Adam fin came, and by the fecond
Adam (the Lord Jefus Chrift) all that are
faved muft be made alive. It was given-me
at that time to know what it was to be born
again, Johniii. 5. I faw the eighth chapter
to the Romans, and the doftrines of God’s
decrees verified, agreeable to his eternal,
everlafting and unchangeable purpofes. The
word of God was fweet to my tafte,. yea
. fweeter than honey and the honey comb.
Chrift wasrevealed to my foul as the chiefeft
among ten thoufand. Thefe heavenly mo-
ments were really as life to the dead, and
what John calls an earneft of the Spirit ¥.
This was indeed unfpeakable, and, 1 firmly
believe, undeniable by many. Now every
leading providential circumftance that hap-
pened to me, from the day I was taken from
my parents to that hour, was then, in my
view, as if it-had but juft then occurred. [
was fenfible of the invifible had of God,
which guided and protetied me when in truth
I'knew it not: ftill the Lord purfued me al-
though I flighted and difregarded it ; this

}Iohn xvi. 13, 14, &c.
' mercy
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mercy melted me down. When I confidered
my poor wretched ftate, | wept, fceing whata
great debtor | was to fovereign free grace.
Now the Ethiopian was willing to be faved by
Jefus Chrift,the finner’s only {urety, and alfo
torely on none other perfon or thing for fal-
vation. Self was obnuxious, and good works
he had none; foritis God that worketh in
us both to will and to do. Oh ! the amazing
things of that haur can never be told—it was
joy in the Holy Ghoft! I felt an aftonifhing
change; the burden of fin, the gaping jaws
of hell, and the fears of death, that weighed
me down before, now loft their horror ; in-
deed | thought death would now be the beft
earthly friend I ever had. uch were my grief
andjoy,as, I believe,arefeldom experienced.
I was bathed in tears, and faid, What am I,
that God fhould thus look on the vileft of
Lfinners? [ felt a deep concern for my mother
and friends,which occafioned me to praywith
frefh ardour ; and, in the abyfs of thought, I
viewed the unconverted people of the world
in a very awful ftate, being without God and
without hope. :
It pleafcd God to pour outon me the fpiri
of prayer and the graceé of fupplication, fo
that in-loud acclamations I was enabled to
praife and glorify his moft holy name, When
I got

v
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T got out of the’ cabin, and told fome of the
people what the Lord had done for me, alas!
who could underftand me or believe my re-
port! None butto whom the arm of the Lord
was revealed. I became a barbarian to them
in talking of the love of Chrift : his name was
to me asointment poured forth; indeed it was
fweet to my foul, but to them a rock of of-
fence. I thought my cafe fingular, and every
hour a day until I came to London, for T
much longed to be with fome to whomT could
tell of the wonders of God’s love towards me,
and join in prayer to himwhom my foul loved
and thirfted after. I had uncommon com-
motions within, fuch as few can tell aught *
about. Now the Bible was my only compa-
nion and comfort; I prized it much, with
many thanks to God thatI could read it for
myfelf, and was not loft to be toffed about or
led by man’s devices and notions. The
worth of a foul cannot be told.—May the
Lord give the reader an undetftanding .in
this. Wheénever I looked into the Bible Ifaw .
things new, and many texts were immedi-
ately applied to me with great comfort ; for I
knew that to me was the word of falvation

. fent. Sure I was that the Spirit which in-

S

dited the word opened heart to receive
the truth of it as it isin Jelus—that the fame
: * A@s xxii, 1y

B Spirit

B
<
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Spirit enabled me to att with faith upon the
promifes which were preciousto me, and ena-
bled meto believe to the falvation of my foul.
By free grace Iwas perfuaded that I had apart
_and lotin the firft refurre@ion, and was ene
lighteried ‘with the < light of the living,” Job
xxxiii, 30. I wifhed for a man of God, with
whom I might converfe; my foul was like
the chariots of Aminadab, Canticles vi. 12,
Thefe, among others, were the precious pro<
mifes that were fo powerfully applied to me
¢ All things whatfoever ye fhall afk in prayer,
¢ believing, ye fhall receive,” Matt. xxi. 22,
¢ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
‘.unto you,’” John xiv. 27. I faw the bleffed
Redeemer to be the fountain of life, and the
well of falvation. I experienced him to be
. all in all'; he had brought me by a way that
I knew hot, and he had made crooked paths
ftraight. Then in his name I fet up his Ebe~
nezer, {aying, Hitherto he had helped me:
and could fay to the finners about me, Behold
what a Saviour'F have! Thus I was, by the
teaching of that all glorious Deity, the great
One in Three,and Three in One, confirmed
in the truths of the Bible; thofe oracles of
everlafting truth; én which every foul living
muft ftand or fall eternally, agreeable to Aéts
iv. 12, ¢ Neither is. there falvation in anyp
S ' ¢ other,
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¢ other, for there is no other name under
¢ heaven given among men whercby we muft
* be faved, but only jefusChrift.’ May God

ive the reader a rightunderftanding in thefe
?a&s' ¢ To him’tlL.ag believeth, all things.are
¢ pofible, but to them that are unbellevmg,
¢ nothing is pure,’ Titus i. 15. :

During this period we remained at Cadiz
until our fhip got-laden. We failed about
the 4th of November; and, having a goad
paffage, we arrived in London the month
~ following, to my comfort, with heart-felt gra-
titude to God, for. hls mch and unfpeakablc
mercies. :

On my return, Ihad but one tcxt which
puzzled me, or that the devil endeavoured
to buffet me with, viz. Rom. xi. 6. and as I
had heard of the Rev Mr. Romaing, and his
great knowledge in the Scriptures, I wifhed
much to hear him preach. . Oneiday I went
to Blackfriars church, and, to, my great {a-
tisfa&tion and ﬁxrpnfe, he preached from that
very text. He very clearly’ fhewed the dif-
ference between human works and free ebec- .
tion, which is according to God’s fcvcrexgn
will and pleafure.. Thefe glad tidings fet me
entirély at liberty, and.(} went out of the
chdrch rejoicing, fecing my! fpms were thofe
of God’s children. . 1 went to’ Weftminftet
§ ‘- chapel,
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chapel, and faw fome of my old friends, whe
were glad when they perceived the wonderful
change that the Lord had wrought in me, par-
ticularly Mr. G. Smith, my worthy ac-
quaintance, who was a man of a choice fpirit,
and had great zeal for the Lord's fervice. I
enjoyed hts correfpondence till he died in the
year 1784. I was again examined in that
fame chapel, and was received into church-
fellowthip amongft them: I rejoiced in fpirit,
making melody in my heart to the God of all
my mercies. Now my whole with was to be
diffolved, and to be with Chrift—but, alas! I
muft wait mine appointed time.

.

N MISCELLANEOUS
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MISCELLANEOUS VERSES; |,

.

OR,

Refle@tions on the State of my Mind during

~ my firft Convictions of the Neceflity of be-

. leving the Truth,,and of experiencing the_.
ineftimable Benefits of Chriftianity.

WELL may I fay my life has been «
Onc fcene of forrow and of pain; ‘
From early days 1 griefs have known,
And as I grew my griefs have growa.

Dangers were always in my path,
And fear of wrath and fometimes death ;
‘While pale dejeétion in me veign’d

I often wept, by grief conftrain’d.

‘When taken from my native.land,
- By an unjuft and cruel band,

H’t’m did uncommon drrad prevail 1

My fighs no more I could conceal. -

‘To eafe my mind I often ftrove,
And tried my trouble to remove:

I fung and utter’d fighs between w
Affay’d to fifle guilt with.fin,

" Bat
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But, O! not all that I could do
‘Would ftop thecurrent of my woe;
Convilion Rill my vilenefs thew'd;
How great my guilt—how loft to good,

< Prevented, that I could not die,
¢ Nor could to one fure refuge fly;
¢ An orihan ftate I had to mourn,— ‘
¢ Forfook by all, and left forlorn.’ .

Thofe who beheld my downcaft mien,

Could not guefs at my woes unfeen:

They by appearance could not know :
"The troubles that I waded through.

- Luft, anger, blafphemy, and pride, .

With legions of fuch ills befide,

« Troubled my thoughts,” while doubts and fears
Clouded and darken’d moft my years. :

¢ Sighs now no more would be confin’d—

¢ They breath’d the trouble of my mind:’
"1 with’d for death, but check’d the word,

And often prayd unto the Lord. "

Unhappy, more than fome on earth,
I thought the ﬁlacc that gave me birth—
Strange thoughts opprefs’d—while I replied,
¢ Why not in Ethiopia died ?”

And why thus fpar’d when nigh to hell {— .
God only knew—TI could not tell¥—
¢ A tott‘ring fence, a bowing wall,

¢ I thought myfelf ¢’er fince the fall.’

N S Oft
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Oft times T mus'd, and nigh defpair,
‘While birds melodious £ill'd the air.

¢ Thrice happy fongfers, ever free,’
How bleft were they com;nt’d to me!

‘Thus all things added to my pain;
‘While grief compeil’d me to complain;
When fable clouds began to rife,
My mind grew dagker than the fkies.

.

“The Englith natios forc'd to leave,

How did my breaft with forrow heave !

1 long'd for reft—cried “ Help me, Lord!
4 Some mitigation, Lord, afford !™

Yet on, deje&ed, fill T went—
Hearr<hrobbing wocs within me pent;
Nor land, nor fea, could comfort give,
Nor aught my anxiovs mind relicve.

‘Weary with troubles yet unknown
‘To all but God and fcif alone,

Numerous months for peace I firov,
Numerous foes I had to prove.  ~

Inur'd to dangers, gricf, and woes,
“Train’d up ’midft perils, death, and foes,

- I faid, “ Muft it thus eyer be ?

¢ No quiet is permitted me.”

#Hard hap, and more than heavy lot?

1 pray’d to God, ¢ Forget me not—

¢ What thou ordain’ft help me to bear ;
“ But, O! deliver from defpair ! ”

Strivings
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Strivings and wreftling feem'd in vain;,
Nothing 1 did could eat my pain:

Then gave [ up my work and will,
Confel%‘d and own'd my doom was hell L

Like fome poor pris'ner at the har,
Confcious of guilt, of fin and fear,
Arraign’d, and felf-condemn’d 1 food —
 Loft in the world and in my blood !

Yet here, *midft blackeft clouds confin’d,
A beam from Chrift, the day-ftar, thin'd ;
Surely, thought 1, if Jefus pleafe,

He can at once fign my releafc.

3, ignorant of his righteoufnefs,

Set up'my labours inits place;”
« Forgot for why his blood was fhed,
“ pray’d and fafted in his ftead.”

He dy’d for finners—I am one; )
Might not his blood for me atone ?
‘Tho’ I am nothing elfe but fin, -
Yet furely he gan make me cfean |

Thus light came in, and I believ’d;
Myfelf forgot, and ‘help receiv'd!”
My Saviour then I khow I found,,

For, cas’d from guilt, no more ljigroap'é.

O, happy hour, in which I ceas’d

To mourn, forthen I found a reft !
My foul and Chrift were how as one—
Thy light, O Jefus, in me fhohe!

N3 i



C o20¢ T

Blefs'd be thy name, for now I know

I and my works can nothing do;

“ The lotd alone can ranfom man—

# Fer this the fpbtlefs Lamb was flain '™

When facrifices, works, and pray’r,
Prov'd vain, and ineffe€tual were,
“ Lo, then I come!” the Saviour cry’d,

And, bleeding, bow’d his head and dy’d.

He dy’d for all who ever faw

No help in' them, nor by the law:
1 this have feen 5 and gladly own
¢ Salvation is by Chrift alone* 1 ”

o Agsiv. 11

CHAP.
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v CHAP. XI

Tbe author embarks on board a [bip bound for
 Cadiz—1Is near being [bipwrecked—Goes to
‘Malaga—Remarkable fine cathedral there—
Tbe author difputes with a Popifb prief —
Picks up eleven miferable men at fea inm re-
turning to England—— Engages again with
Doctor Irving to accompany kbim to Jamaiia
and the Mufguito fbore—Mlzets with an In-
dian prince on board—The author atsempts to

< infirult bim in fbe truths of the Gofpel—

- Brufirated by the bad example of Jime in the

i fhip—They arvive on the Mufquito fbore with

< fome flaves they purchajfed at VYamaica, and

"1 Begin to cultivate a plantalion-3-Some account

i. " of kbe: manntys and. cuftoms of the Mlufyuito

- Indians—Succefsful device of the asuthor to
quell a riot ameng them—Curious: entertain-

. mment given by them to Doltor Irving and the

‘author s be leaves the fbore, and goes for

" Famaica~—~Is barbaroufly. treated by & man

with whim ke engaged for kis paflage—

Efeapes, and goss 1o the Mufquito admiral,

wwbo treats. bim kindly-—He gets another ve/-

T N 7
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JSeb, and goes cn board—Inflances of bad treat-
ment—Meets Dr. Irving—Gets to Famaica
—1Is cbeaied by bis ' captaln— Leaves the
Dotior, and fails for England.

WHEN our fhip was got ready for fea agair,
I was entreated by the caprain to go in her
once more; but, as I felt myfelf as happy
as | could wifh to be in- this life, I for fome.
time refufed; however, the advice of my
friends at laft prevailed; and, in full refigna-
tion to the will of God, 1 again embarked for
Cadiz in March, 1775. We had a very good
pafiage, without any material accident; until
we arrived off- the Bay of Cadiz; when one
-Sunday, juft as we were going into the har-
‘bour, the fhip flruck againft a rock, and
knocked off a garboard plank, which is the
nexg.to the keel. In an inftant all hands were
in the greareft confufion, and began. with loud
«cries to- call on God to have mercy on them.
Although ‘I could not fwim, and faw no way
-of efcaping death, I felt no dread in .my then
fituation, having no defire to live. I evenre-
joiced in fpirit, thinking this death would' be
Judden glory. Butithe fulnefs of time wasnot
yet come. The people near to me wene much
aftonifhed .in, fecing-me .thus..calm and..re-
figned; but I told;them of the peace of GhOdl;

‘ whic
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which, through fovereign grace, F enjoyed,
and thefe words were that inftant in my
mind : ~

« Chrift is my pilot wife, my compafs is his word;

% My foul each ftorm defies, while I have fucha L rd’
¢ 1 truft his faithfulnefs and power,
“ To fave me in the tryimg hour.

% Though rlocks and quickfands deep through all my paflage
s Jie
® Yet Chrift-fhall fafely keep and guide me with his eye.
: « How can I fink with fuch a prop,
¢ That bears the world and all things vp ?"

At this time there were many large Spanifh
" flukers or paffage veflels full of p_cop%c croffing
the chanpel, who, feeing our condition, a
number. of them came alongfide of us. As
many hands as could be employed began to
work; fome at our three pumps, and the seft
unloading the thip as faft as poffible. ~ There
being only a fingle rock, called the Porpus, on
which we ftruck, we foon got off it, and pro-
videntially it was then high water; we there-
fore Tun the {Lip afhore at the neareff place to
keep her from finking. After many tides,
with a great deal of care and induftry, we
got her repaired again. When we had dif-
patched our bufinefs at Cadiz, we went to

~ Gibraltar, and from thence to Malaga, a very
pleafant and rich city, where there is one of
Ng o the
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the fineft cathedrals I had ever feen. It had
been above fifty years in building, as I heard,
though it was not then quite finithed;. great
part of the infide, however, was completed,
and highly decorated with the richeft marble
columns and many fuperb paintings; it was
lighted occafionally by an amazing nomber of
wax tapers of different fizes, fome of which
were as thick as a man’s thigh; - thefe, how-
ever, were only ufed on fome of their grand
feftivals. T
I was very much fhocked at the cuftom of
bull-baiting, and other diverfions which pre-
wailed here on Sunday evenings, to the great
fcandal of Chriftianity and morals. I ufed to
exprefs my abhorrence of it to a prieft whom
I met with. I had frequent contefts about re-
ligion with the reverend father, in which he
took great pains to make a profelyte of me to
‘his- church; and I no lefs to. convert him to .
mine. On thefe occafions I ufed to produce
my bible, and fhewed him in what points his
church erred. He then faid he had beerrin
England, and that every perfon there read the
bible, which was very wrong; but I anfwered
him, that Chrift defired us to fearch the fcrip~
tures. In his zeal for my converfion, he foli-
. cited me to go to one of sthe univerfities in
Spain, and declared that I fhould have my
- - * education
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"education free ; and told, me, if T got. myfelf™
* made a prieft, I might in time become even 3
Pope ; and he faid that Pope Benedict was 3
black man. As I was ever defirous of learn-
ing, 1 paufed fome time upon this tempta~
tion, and thought by being crafty (by going
to the wniverfity), . might catch fome with.
guile; but.again-I began to think it would
only be bypocrily: in- me to embrace his of-
fer, as I could nat in confcience conform to-
the opintons. of his church. I was therefore
enabled to regard the word of God, which
fays, ¢ Come out from amongft them;’ and
zefufed Father Vincent’s offer. So we parte
without conviion on either fide.

Having taken at this place fome fine wines,.
fruits, and, money, we proceeded to Cadiz,
where we took about twa tons more of money,
&ec. and then failed for England in the month:
of June. When we were about the north
latitude 42, we had contrary wigds for feveral:
days, and the fhip.did not' make in that time
above fix or ven miles fraight courfe.- This.
made the. captain -exceedingly fretful and
peevith; and 1 was very forry to hear God's.
‘moft holy name often blafphemed by him..
.One day, as hé, was in that impions mood, a
young, gentleman: on board, who was a paf-
fenger, reproved him, and- faid, he ated
wrong,. foy we. dpglﬁ téo be thankful to ng!
) - -0 . o
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for all things, as we were not in want of any
thing on board; and though' the wind was
" cortrary for uws, yet it was fair for fome
others, who perhaps ftood in more need of it
than we. 1 immediately feconded this young
gentleman with fome boldnefs, and faid we
had not the leaft caufe to murmur, for that
the Lord was better to us than we deferved,
and that he had done all things weH. 1 ex-
. pe€ted that the captain would be very angry
with me for fpeaking, but he replied not a
word. ' However, before that time, or hour;
. on the following day, being the 21ft of June;
much to our great joy and aftonifhment, we
faw the providential hand of our benign Cre-
ator,. whofe ways with -his blind . creatures
are paft.finding out. The preceding night
I dreamed that I faw- a boat immediately off
the flarboard main fhrowds; and -exaltly at
half paft. cne o’clock the -following ‘day at
noon, while I was below, juft as we had dined
in the cabin, the man at the helm ¢ried our,
A boat! which- brought my dream that in-
ftant into my mind. I was. the faft man
that jumped cm the deck ; and looking ' from
the fhrouds onward, atcording to my dream,
1 defcried a little boat at fome dfftarrce ; but,
as the waves wete hizh, it was as-much.as ‘we
could do fometimes to difcern‘her ; ‘we; how-
- ever ftopped the fhip’s way,” and the ll:oa;
e whic
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which was' extremhely fmall, came-alongfide
with eleven miferable men, whom we took
on board immediately. To all human ap.
pearance, thefe people muft have perithed in
the courfe of an hour, or lefs; the boat bes
* ing fmall, it barely contained them. . When
we topk them up they were half drowned
and-had ne vi€tuals, compafs, water, or any
other neceffasy whatfoever, and had only one
bit of an oar to ftir with, and that right bex-
fore the wind ; fo that they were obliged te
truft eniirely to the mercy of the waves, As
foon as we got them all on board,. they bowed
themfelves on their knees, and,_with hands
-and voices lifted up to heaven, thanked God
for their deliverance ;- and I truft that ‘my
prayers were.nat wanting amongft them at the
fame time..-- Fhis mercy of the Lord. quite
-meltéd me; and I recollected his words, which
I faw thus verified in the royth Plalm, <@
-¢_give thanks nnto the Lord; for he is good,.
¢ -for: his mercy endureth for ever. Hungny
¢ andi thirfby, their fouls fainted in them..
-4 They cried:untd the Lord in their trouble,
-S:and he delivered them out of their diftrefés.
.%2And he:led them farth'by the right way,
:5: that they might go:to a city of habitation.
%@ that men, would praife. the Lord for his
¢ goodnefs, ad for his wonderful works to the
AL e L ;¢ children
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* children of men! For he fatisfieth the fong-
s ing foul, and filleth the hungry foul with
¢ goodnefs. S
< Such as fit in darknefs.and in the thadow

¢ of dearh: ' ' :
¢ Then they cried umto the Lord in their

# trouble, and he faved them out of their
* diftrefles. They that go down to the fea in
¢ fhips; that do..bofinefs in great watersy
¢ thefe fee the works of the Lord, and his.
* wonders in the deep. Whofo is wife and
= will obferve thefe things, even they fhalt
¢ underfland the laving kindnefs of the L.ord.”
The poor. diftrefled captain faid, ¢ that the

¢ Lord 1s good ; for, feeing that  am not fit
4 die, he tE:rthre gave' me"a fpace of time
¢ to repent.” I was very glad to hear this ex-
preflion, and took an opportunity,. when con-
-venient, of talking to him on the providence
of Ged. Theyold us they were Portuguefe,.
.and were in a brig laaded with:corn, which
thifted that morning at fixe o’clock, owing to.
.which the veffel funk that inftant:with~ two.
‘of the crew; and how thefe clewen got into:
the boat (which was lathed on dhe deck) not
one of them could-tell. We provided.thern
with every neceflary, :and brougho. them: ail.
fafe to London : and I hope the Lord gave
them repentance unto cternal life. - < A
4
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" At our arrival, I was happy once more
amongft my friends and brethren till No<
wember, when my old friend, the celebrated
Dr. Irving, bought a remarkable. fine floop,
about 150 tons. He had a mind for a new
adventure, in cultivating a plantation at Ja-
maica and the Mufquito Shore; afked me
to go with him, and faid that he would truft
me with his eftate in preference to any one.
By the advice, therefore, of .my friends, I ac-
eepted of the offer, knowing that the harveft
was fully ripe in thofe parts, and hoped to be
an inftrument, under God, of bringing fome
poor finner to my well-beloved mafter, Jefus
Chrift. Before I embarked, ¥ found with
the Do&or four Mufquito Indians, who were
«chiefs in their own country, and were brought
here by fome Englith traders for fome felfifh
ends. One of them was the Mufquito king’s
fon, -a youth of about eighteen years of age ;
and whilft he was here he was baptized by
the name of George. They were going back
at the government’s expence, after having -
been in England about twelve months, dur-
ing which they learned to fpeak pretty good
-Englith.  When I came to talk to them,.
about eight days before we failed, 1 was very
‘much mortified in finding that they had nat

» {frequented any churches fince they were here,

and
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and were baptized, nor was any attention paid
to their morals. I was very forry for this mock
Chriftianity, and had juft an opportunity to
take fome of them once to church before we
failed. . We embarked in the month of No-
vember 1775, on board of the floop Morning
Star, Captain David Miller, and failed for -
Jamaica. In our paffage I took .all the pains
that I could to inftru&t_the Indian prince in
the do&rines of Chriftianity, of which he was
entirely ignorant ; and, to my great joy, he
was quite attentive, and received with glad-
nefs the truths that the Lord enabled me to fet
forth to him. I taught him in the compafs
of elcven days all the letters, and he could
put even two or three of them together, and.
fpell them.. I had Fox’s Martyrology with
cuts, and he ufed to.be very fond of look-
‘ing into it, and would afk many queftions
about the papal cruelties he faw depicted
there, which I explained to him. I made
fuch progrefs with this youth, efpecially in
- religion, that. when } ufed to go to-bed at
different hours of .the night, if he was in his
bed; he would get up on puspofe to go to-
prayer with me, without any other. clothes
than his thirt; and before he would eat any
of his meals amongft the gentlemen in the
cabin, he would firft come to me tp pray; l?
P PO * e . [

an
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he ‘called it. : L was well pleafed -at this, and
took great delight in him, and ufed much fup-
plication to God for his converfion. I was in
full hope of fecing daily every appearance of
that change which I could wifh ; not know-
ing the devices of Satan, who had many of
his emiffaries to fow his tares as faft as.I fowed
the good feed, -and pull down as faft as I
built up. Thus we went-on nearly four-fifths
of our paffage, when Satan at laft got the pp-
per hand. Some of his meflengers, feeing -
this ‘poor heathen mugh advanced in piety,
began to atk him whether I had converted
him ‘to Chriftianity, laughed and made theix
jeft at him, for which I rebuked them as much
as I could; but this treatment caufed the.-
pringe to halt between two opinions. Some
of the true fons of Belial, who did not be-
lieve that there was any hereafter, told him
never.to fear the devil, for there was none
exifting ; and if ever he came to the prince,
they defired he might be {ent to them. Thus
they teazed the poor innocent youth, fo that
he would not learn his book any more ! He
would not drink nor caroufe with thefe un-
godly a&ors, nor would he be with. me even
- at prayers. .~ This grieved me- very much. 1
endeavoured - to perfuade him .as well as 1
could, but he would not come ; and entreated
him very much to tell m¢ his réafons for a&-

ing
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ing thus,. At laft he atked me, * How comes
¢ it that all the white men on board who can
¢ read and ‘write, and obferve the fun, and
¢ know all things, yet fwear, lie; and get
¢ drunk, only excepting yourfelf ’ ¥ anfwered
him, the reafon was, that they did not fear God;
and that if any one of them died fo they could
Rot go to, or he happy with God. He replied,
that if a eertain perfon went to hell he would
go to hell too ! I was forry to hear this; and,
as he fometimes had the tooth-ach, -and alfo
fome other perfons in the fhip at the fame
time, I afked him if their tooth-ach made his
eafy ? he faid, No. -Then I told him, if he
and thefc people went to hell together, their
ins would not make his- any ligheer. This
ad great weight with himn, 7t depreffed his
fpirits much; and he became ever-after;-dur-~
ing the paffage, fond of beiig alenc. When
we were in the latitude of Martinico, and neas#
making the 1and, one morning we Kad a brifkk
gale of wind, and, carrying too much fail, the
mainmaft went over the fide. Many peaple
were then all about the deck, and the yards,
mafts, and rigging, came tumbling alt about us;
yet there was not one of us the leaft hurt;
although fome were within a hair’s Breadth of
being killed ;¢ and, particularly, T faw two
men, who, by the providential band of God,
.t . R S S were

)
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were moft miraculoufly preferved from being
fmathed to picces. On the fifth of January
we made Antigua and Montferrat, and ran
along the reft of the iflands: and on the four-
teenth we arrived at Jamaica, One Sunday,
while we were there, I took the Mufquito,
prince George, to church, where he faw the
facrament adminiftered. 'When we came out
we faw all kinds of people, almoft from the
church door for the fpace of half a mile down
to the water-fide, buying and fellinig all kinds
of commodities: and thefe ats afforded me
great matrer of exhortation to this youth, who
was much aftonithed. Our veffel being ready.
to fail for the Mufquito' thore, I went with
the Dofor on board a Guinea-man, to pur~
¢hafe fome flaves to carry with us, and culti-’
vate a plantation; and I chofe them all of
my own countrymen, fome of whom came
from Lybia*. On thé 12th of February
we failed from Jamaica, and on the eigh-
te¢nth arrived at the Mufquito fhore, ‘at a
Place ¢alled Dupeupy. All our Indian guefts
. now, after T had admonithed them, and a few
cafes of liquor given them by the Dottor,
took an affeftionate leave of us, and went
afhore, where they were met by the Mufquito:
. ¥ See John Brown’s Scripture Di&ionary, 1. Chrom.
i 33. Alfo Purver’s Bible, with. Notes on Gen. xxv. 4
. wards.

-
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king, and we never faw one of them aftes-
wards. We then failed to the fouthward of
the fhore, to a place called Cape' Gracias a
- Dios, where there was a large lagoon or lake,
which received the emptying of two or three
very fine large rivers, and abounded much in
fith and land tortoife. Some of the native In-
dians came on board of us here; and we ufed
them well, and told them we were come to
dwell amongft them, which they feemed
- pleafed at. So the Do&or and I, with fome
others, went with them afhore; and they took
us tg different places to view the land,. in order
to choofe a place to make a plantation of,
We fixed. on a fpot near ‘a river’s bank, in a
rich foil ; and, having got our neceflaries out
of the floop, we began to clear away the
woods, and plant different kinds of vegeta-.
bles, which had a quick growth. While we
were employed in this manner, our veffel
went northward to Black-River to trade.
While fhe was there, a Spanith guarda cofta
met with and took her, This proved very
hurtful, and a- great embarrafiment to us.
However, we went on with the culture of the
land. We ufed to make fires every night al
around us, to keep off wild beafts, which, ds
foon as it was dark, fet up a moft hideous
roaring. - Oyr: habitation*being far ‘up in the
woods,.we frequently’ faw-differént i kinds of
Cog e ' animals ;
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animals ; but none of them ever hurt us, ex-
cept poifonous fnakes, the bite of which the
Do&or ufed to cure by giving to the patient, -
as foon as poffible, about half a tumbler of
ftrong rum, with a good deal of Cayenne pep-
perinit. In this manner he cured two na-
tives, and one of his own flaves. The Indians
were exceedingly fond of the Do&or, and they
had good reafon for it; for I believe they
never had fuch an ufeful man among(t them.
They came from all quarters to our dwelling;
and fome woolwow or flat-headed Indians; who
lied fifty or fixty miles above our river,
and this fide of the South Sea, brought us a
good deal of filver in exchange for our guods.
The principal articles we could get from our
neighbouring Indians were turtle oil, and
fhells, little fitk grafs, and fome provifions;
- but they would not work at any thing for us,
except fithing; and a few times they affifted
to cut fome trees down, in order to build us
houfes ; which they did exaétly like the Afri-
cans, by the joint labour of men, women and
children. - I do not recolle& any of them to
have had more than two wives. Thefe al-
ways accompanied their hufbands when they
came to our dwelling, and then they gene-
sally carried whatever they brought to us, and
always fquatted down behind their hufbands.
. Whenever
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Whengver we gave them an‘y thing to eat,
the men and their wives eat feparate. I ne-
ver faw the leaft fign of incontinence amongft
them. The women are ornamented with
beads, and fond of painting themfelves ; “the
men alfo paint, even to excefs, both their
faces and fhirts ; their favourite colour is red.
The women generally cultivate the ground,
and the men are all fithermen and canoe-mak- .
eis. Upon the whole, I never met any na-
tion that were fo zmplc in their manners
as thefe people, or had fo little ornament in
their houfes. Neither had they, as I ever could
learn, one word exprefflive of an oath. Yhe
worlt word I ever heard amongft them when
they were quarrelling, was one that they had
got from the Englifh, which was, ¢ you rafcal.’
I never faw any mode of worfhip among .
them, but in this they were not worfe than,
. their European brethren ar neighbours, for [°
am forry to fay that there was not one white
perfon in our dwelling, nor any where elfe,
that I faw in different places I was at on the
fhore, that was better or more pious than
thofe unenlightened Indians; but they either
worked or flept on Sundays ; and, to my for-
.row, working wastop muchaSynday’semploy-
ment with ourfelves; fo much fo, that in fome
length of time wg really did not know Sr_u;

. . " day
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day from an6thet. This modeé of living laid
the foundation of my decamping at laft. The
~natives arc wéll made and warlike ; and they
particularly boaft of baving never.been -con-
quered by the Spaniards.. They are great
drinkers of ftrong liquors when they can get
them. We ufed to diftill rum from pine-ap-
ples, which were very plentiful here; and
then we could not get them away from our -
place. Yet they feemed to be fingular, in
point. of honeft, above any -other nation I
was ever amongf. - The country being hot;
we lived under an open fhed, where we had
all kinds of goads, without a door or lock
to any one article; yet we flept in fafety,
and never loft any thing, or were difturbed.
This furprifed us a good deal ; and the Doc-
. tor, myfelf, and others, ufed to fay if we were
..to lie in that manger in Eurape we fhould
have our throats cut the firft night. The In-
dian governor gaes once in a certain time all
about the province or diftri¢t, and has a cum-
ber of men with him as attendants and affift-
ants. He fettles all the differences among
the people, like the judges here, and is treats
‘ed with every great refpect.  He taok care to
give us timely notice before he came to our -
habitation, by fending his ftick as a token, for
sum, ‘fugar, and gunpowder, which we did
4 : , not .\
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tot refufe fending ; and at the fame time w#
made the utmoft preparations to receive his
honour and his train. When he came with .
his tribe, and all our neighbouring chieftains,
we expetted to find him a grave reverepd
judge, folid and fagacious; but, inftead of
that, before he and his gang came in fight,
we heard them very clamorous; and they
even had plundered fome of our good neigh-
bouring Indians, having intoxicated them-
felves with our liquor. When they arrived
we did not know what to. make of our new
guefts, ard would gladly have difpenfed with
the honour of their company. However, hav-
ing no alternative, we feafted them plenti-
fully all the day"till the- evening; when the
Governor, getting quite drunk, grew very
unruly, and ftruck one of our moft friendly
chiefs, who was our neareft neighbour, and
alfo took: his gold-laced hat from him. At
this a great commotion took place; and the
Do&or interfered to make peace, as we could
“all underftand ene another, but to no. pur-
pofe ; and at laft they became fo outrageous.
* that the Do&or, fearing he might get intc
trouble, left the houfe, and made the beft of
his way to the neareft wood, leaving me to do
as well as I could among them. I was fo en-
raged with the governor, that I could have
: 3 - withed
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wifhed to ‘have feen him tied faft to a tree,’
and flogged for his behaviour; but | had not
people enough to cope with his party, I there-
fore thought of a ftratagem 1o appeafe the
riot. Recollefling a paffage I bad read in the
Life of Columbus, when he. was amongft the
Indians in Jamaica, where, on fome oc-
cafion, he:frightened them, by telling them
of certain events in the heavens,: I had re-
courfe - to the fame: expedient.’ and it fuc-
céeded beyond my moft. fanguine expetas
tions. . When | had formed:my " determinas
tion, I went in the midf{t of them; and takin
hold of - the governér, 1 pointéd up to the
heavens. I'menaced him and thereft: I told
them God lived thereyand thar;he was angry
with them, and they muft:not quarrel {o ; that
they-were all brothers; and afithey did not
leave off and goaway quietly, I.would take
- the book(pointing tothe bible),read, and se/
God ro make them dead.  This.operated on
them like magic.. The clamour immediately
ceafed, and l.gave them.fome ruavand adfew
other::things . after whicli thoy went away
peaceably ;j and the governor afterwards gaye
our:neighbour, who was called Captain Plif:
myah, his hat again. When.the Doctor re-
turned; he wasexceedinglyglad at my.fuccefs
irthus getting rid of our troublefome guefts,
A - o - T The
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The Mufquito people within ourvicmity, out
of refpe& to the Do&or, myfelf, and his peo-
ple, made entertainments of the grand kind,
called in their tongue sowrriz or drykbot. The
Englifh of this expreflion is, a feaft of drink- .
ing abour, of which it feems a corruption of
language. The drink confifted of pine-ap-
ples roafted, and cafades chewed or beaten 1n
mortars ; which, after lying fome time, fer-
ments, and becomes fo ftrong as to intoxicate
when drank inany quantity. We had timely
notice given to us of the entertainment. A
white family, within five miles of us, told us
bow the drink was made; I and two others
went before the time to the village where the
mirth was appointed to be held, and there
we faw the whole art of making the drink
and alfo the kind of animals that were to be
caten there. I cannot fay the fight of either
the drink or the meat were enticing to me.
They had fome thoufands of pine apples
roafting, which they fqeezed, dirt and all,
into a canoe they had there for the purpofe.
. The cafade drink was in beef barrels and
other veffels, and looked exactly like hog-
wath. Men, women, and children were thus
employed in reafting the pine-apples, and
fqueezing them with their bands. Fdr-food
they had many land tofpins or tortoifes, dfe_m;
ried ,

"
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dried turtle, and three large alligators alive,
and tied faft to the trees. %afked the people

what they were going to do with thefe alli-

.gators? and I was told they were to be eaten.
I was much furprifed at this, and went home

not a litcle difgufted at the preparations.

When the day of the feaft was come, we took

fome rum with us, and went to theappointed

place, where we found a great affemblage of

thefe people, who received us very kindly.

The mirth had begun before we came; and

they were dancing with mufic : and the mu-

fical inftruments were nearly the fame as thofe

of any other fable people ; but, as I thought,

much lefs melodious than any other nation {

-ever knew. They had many curious geftures
in dancing, and a variety of motions and pof-

tures of their bodies, which to me were in no

wife attracting. ‘1 he males danced by them-

felves, and the females alfo by themfelves, as

with us. The Dotor thewed his people the

example, by immediately joining the wo-

men’s party, though not by their ¢hoice. On

perceiving the women difgufted, he joined

the males. At night there were great illu-

minations, by fetting fire.to many pine-trees,

while the drykbot went round merrily by

. calabathes or gourds: but the liquor might
more juftly be called eating than drinking.
02 One
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One Owden, the oldeft father in the vicinity,
was dreft in a ftrange and terrifying form.
Around his body were fkins adorned with dif-
ferent kinds of feathers, and he had on his’
head a very large and high bead-piece, in the
form of a grenadier’s cap, with prickles like a
porcupine; and he made a certain noife which
refembled the cry of an alligator. Cur people
fkipped amongft them out of complaifance,
though fome could not drink of their tourrie;
but our rum met with cuftomers enough, and
wasfoon gone. Thealligatorswerekilled,and
fome of them roafted. Their manner of roaft-
ing is by digging a hole in the earth, and
filling it with wood, which they burn to coal,
and then theylay fticks acrofs, on which they
lay the meat. 1 had araw piece of the alli-
gator in my hand: it was very rich: I thought
it looked like freth falmon, and ithad a moft
fragrant {mell, but I could not eat any of it.
1his merry-making at laft ended without
theleaftdifcord-in any perfonin the company,
although it was made up of different nations
and complexions.

The rainy {eafon came on here about the
hatterend of May, which continued till Auguft
very heavily ; fo that the rivers were over-
flowed, ang our provifionsthen in the ground
were wafhed away. I thought this was in

fome
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fome meafure a judgment upon us for work-
mg on Sundays, and it hurt my mind very
much. I often withed to leave this place, and
fail for Europe; for our mode of procedure,
and living in this heathenith form, was very
irkfome to me. The word of God /faith,
¢ What doth it avail a man if he gain the
¢ whole world and lofe his own foul > This
. was much and heavily impreflfed on iny mind;
and, though I did not know how to fpeak .
the Doctor for my difcharge, it was difagree-
able for me to ftay any longer. Bur about
the middle of June I took courage enough -
atk him for it, He was very unwilling art firft -
to grant me my requeft; buc I gave him for
many reafons for it, that at laft he confented
to my going, and gave me the following cer-
tificate of my behaviour:

¢ The bearer, Gultavus Vaffa, has ferved
¢ me feveral years with ftri¢t honefty, fobri-
‘¢ ety, and fidelity. T can, therefore, with
¢ juftice recommend him-for thefe qualifica-
¢ tions; and indeed in every refpe& I con-
¢ fider him as an excellent fervant. 1 do:
¢ hereby certify that he always behaved well,.
¢ and that he is perfetly truft-worthy..

: ¢ CHARLES IrviNG.:
Mhufyuito fborey, Fune 15, 1776.
03 Though
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Though I was much attached to the Do&or,
1 was happy when he confented to my going.
1 got every thing ready for my departure, and
hired fome Indians, with a large canoe, to
carry me off.  All my poor countrymen, the
flaves, when they heard of my leaving them, *
were very forry, as I had always treated them
with care and affettion, and did every thing
L could to comfort the poor creatures, and
render their condition eafy. Having taken
leave of my old friends and companions, on
the 18th of June, accompanied by the Dotor,
1 left that {pot of the world, and went fouth-
ward above twenty miles along the river.
T here I found a floop, the captain of which
told me he was going to Jamaica. Having
agreed for my paflage with him and one of
the owners, who was alfo on board, named
Hughes, the Door and [ parted, not with-
out thedding tears on -both fides.. The
veffel then l".l%ilccl‘along the river till .nighs,
when fhe ftapped in a lagoon within the
fame river. During the night a fchooner
belonging to the fame owners came in, and,
as the was in want of hands, Hughes, the
owner of the floop, atked me to go in the
fchooner as a failor, and faid he would give
me wages. I thanked him; but I _faid I
wanted to go to Jamaica. He then imme-

tiately ‘changed his tone, and fwore, and
abufed

~,

-
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“abufed me very mnch, and atked how I came
to be freed! I rold him, and faid that I came
into that vicinity, with Dr. Irving, whom he
had feen:that day. This account was of no
ufe; he fill fwore exceedingly at me, and
curfed the rhafter for 2 fool that fold me my
freedom, and the Docor for another in letting
me go from him. Then be defired me to go
in thef{chooner, or elfe I fhould not go out of
the floop. as a freeman. [ faid this was very
hard, and begged to be put on fhore again;
but he'fwore that I thauld not. 1 faid | had
been twice amongft the Turks, yet had never
éeen any fudhrufage with them, and much lefs
rould 1 have expetted any thing of this kind
among the:Chriftians, This incenfed himex.
reedingly; and, with a volley of oaths and
imprecasions, he veplied, ¢ Chriflians ! dama
“you, you are ane of ‘5t. Paul’s mea ; but by
# G—d, except you have 5t. Paul’s or St,
¢ Peter’sfaith, and walk upon the watertothe
¢ ithare, yau fhdll not go aut .of the veffel?’
which 1 new learnt was going amongftthe
Spaniards . towards Carthagena, where he
fworehe would. fell me. Idimply atked 'him
what right he:had to fell me? Buf, without
another word, 'he :made. fome: of his peaple
tte ropes ‘round each of my .ancles, and alfo
to-each wrift, and apother rope.round my
T 04 body,
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body, and hoifted me up without letting my
feet vouch or reft upon any thirg... Thus I
hung, withowt any crime, committed, -and
without judge or jury, merelytbeaanfe. I was a
freeman, and could not by the law gét any
redrefs from a white perfon-in-thofe parts of
the world. 1 was in great pain from my fitu-
ation, and cried and begged.very hard for
fome ercy, but all in vain. My tyrfant in a
rage brought a mufquet out of the:cabin, and
loaded it before me and the crew, and {wore
that he would fhoot me if I cried any more.
I had now no alternative; I theréfore re-
mained filent, feeing not-one white man on
board who faid a word in my behalf. . I'hung
in that manner from between ten and eleven
o’clock at nighe till about one in the marning;
when, finding my cruel abufér faft afleep, I
begged ‘ome of his flaves ta flacken the rope
that was round my body, that my feet might
reft on fomething. This they did at’the rifk
‘of being cruelly abofed by their mafter, who
beat fome of them feverely at. firft for not
tying me when he:commanded them.. Whilft
1 remained in this condition, tili between five
and fix o’clock next morning, I'trufted & pray-
ed toGodtoforgiveuhis blafphemer; who cared
not what.he did, but whén. hé-got up-qoe -of
bis fleep in the'morning whs of thevvery fame

e temper

A
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temper and difpofition as when he left me at
‘night. When they got up the anchor, and
‘the veffel was getting under wa{y 1 once more
cried and begged to be releafed’; and now-
being fortunately in the way of their heifting
the :ails, they loofed me. When I was let
down, 1 fpoke to one Mr. Cox, a carpenter,
whom I knew on board, on the impropriety
of this condu&®. He alfo knew the’Doctor,
and the good apinion he ever had of me. Tis
man then went to the captain, 2;’told him
not to carry me away in that manner ; that |
was the Doctor’s fteimrd, who regarded.me
very highly, ahd'would refent this ufage when
he fhould come to know it. On which he de-
fited a young man to put me afhore in a fmall
canoe I brought with me. This found gladden-
ed my heart and I got hattily into the canoe,
and fet off whilt my tyrant was down in'the.
cabin ; but he foon {pied me out, when I.was
not above thiry or forty yards from the vefiel,
and, running upon the deck with.a.loaded
mufquet in hishand, he prefented it at me, and
{wore heavily and dreadfully that he would
fhoot me that inftant, if't did not come back
on board. Aslknew the wretch would have
done as he faid, without hefitation, | put back
to the veflel again; but, as the good Lord
would have it, jult as I was alongfide, he was

Oy5 abufing



[ 322 )
abufing the captain for letting me go from the
veflel ; which the captdin returned, and both
of them foon got into a very great héat. The
young man that was with me, now got out of
‘the canoe ; the veflel was failing on faft with
a fmooth fea ; and I then thought it'was neck
‘or nothing, fo at that inftant I {ét eff again
for my life, in the canoe, towards the thore;
and fortupately the confufion was fo great
amongft them on board, that 1 got out
of the reach of the mufquet fhot, unnoticed,
while the veffel failéd on with a'fair wind a
different way ; fo that they could not overtake
me without tacking; but, even before that
could be done, I fhould have beén on fhore,
which I foon reached, ‘with many thanks to
‘God for this unexpetted deliverance. I then
‘went and told the other owner, who lived near
the fhore (with whom I'had agreed for my
‘paffage) of the ufage I had met with. He
‘was very much aftonifhed, and appéared very
“forry for it. After treating me with kindnefs,
hé gave me fome refrefhmient, and three heads
of roafted Indian corn, for a voyage of about
eighteenmiles fouth, to look foranother veflel.
He then directed me to an Indian-chief of a
diftri®, who was alfo the Mufquito admiral,
~and Had once been at our dwélling ; after
which [ fet eft 'with the canoe acrofs'a large

lagoon

-
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Jagoon alone '(for I could not get any one t6
aﬂ%ﬁt me);thqugh I was:much’jaded, and had
ins in my_bowéls, by means of the rope I
1ad bung by the pight before. T was there-
fore at different times unable to manage the
canae, for the paddling was very laborious.
Haewever, a little' be¢fore dark, 1 got to my del-
tined place, where fome of the Indians knew
me, and received mié Kindly., T afked for
the admiral ; and they ‘conduted me to his
dwellipg. He was glad to fee me, and re-
frelhed me with {uch’things as the place af-
forded ; and ‘I had a hammock .to {leep in.
JLhey acted towards me more like Chriftians
than thofe whités T was amongft the Jaft night,
ibough they 'had been baptied. I rold the
admiral [ wanted to go to the next port ta get
-a veffel to carry me to Jamaica; and requefted
Jhim to fend the canoe back which I then had,
Yor, which, [ was to pay him. "He agteed with
me, and fent fivs able Indians with,a large ca-
noe,to carry' me and my things to sy intended
place, about fifty ‘miles; and we fet off the
next morning. ~~'Whén we got out of the la-
goon dand went along fhore, the fea was o
high, that the canoe was oftentimes very, near
being filled with water. We were obliged to
0 athore, and drag her acrofs different necks
‘of land; “We" were alfo two nights in the
< 06 {fwamps, -

.
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fwamps, which fwarmed with Mufguito flies,
and they proved troublefome to us.” This
tirelome journey of ‘land ahd water- ended,
however,. on the third day, to ‘my great joy;
and ] got on board of a floop ‘commanded
by one captain Jenning. ' She was ™ then

artly loaded, and he told me tie was expet-
ing daily o f4il for Jamaica; and, having
agreed with me to'work my paflage, 1 went
to work accordingly. 1 was'not ‘many days
on board before we failed ; but, to my forrow
and difappointment, - though ' ufed to fuch
tricks, we went to the fouthward along the
Mufquito fhore,’ inftead of fteéring for Ja-

maica., - was compelléd to"affit in-curttinga

great deal of mahogany v\&oq@f_i(ph"tﬁ’é. fhore as

we coafted along it, and load the vetfel with

it, before'fhe failed.  This fretted me much;

. butyas 1 did not know how to fliclP ‘myfelf
among thefe deceivers, 1'thought patiénce -

was the.only remédy | had left,,and even that

l}‘:’hs forced, There was n‘ii;,'cfn, hard work and
: :

ligle viGuals on b'o::ifd,i'cifc;g 3t by good luck
‘we happened to catth turtles.” TUn this coaft

.there was'al{o a partjcular, kind- of fith called
Jmanatee, which is moft excellent eating, .and
,the flefh ismore like beef‘th'agu}‘ﬁm}‘fthquéglcs
;are as large as a fhilljng, and the Tkip thicker
thap I ever fay that of any othgr Al Witl%i’_n

Lo ¢ the
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the brackilh waters along fhore there were
likewife valt numbers of alligators, which
made’ the fith fcarce. I was on board this
floop fixteen days, during’ which, in our
coafting, we came to another place, where
there was a fmaller floop called the Indian
Queen, commanded by one John Baker.
He alfo was an Englithman, - and had been
a long time along the {hore trading for
turtle thells and filver, and had got a good
quantity of each on board. -He wanted
fome hands very much; and,-underftanding
I was a freeman, and-wanted to go to
Jamaica, he told ‘me -if ‘he.wvould get one
or two-men more, that he would fail imme-=
diately for that'Iftand ; he alfo pretended
to (how..me fome marks. of dttention and
re pect, and promifed - to- give me forty five
fhillings fterling a month-if [-would go with
him.-I thought this much better than cutting
wood for nothing. ' therefore told the other
captain that I wanted to goto Jamaica inthe
other veflel ; but he would not liften to me;
and, feeing me refolved to go in a day or
two, he got the veflel underzil, intending to
carry me away againft my will. This treat-
ment mortified me’ excremely.: I immedi-
ately, according tothe agreement 1 had made
with the captain of the indian Queen, called
for her boat; which was lying near-us, and it

' » - o T L0 came
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c¢ame along-fide; and by the means of a
north pole thipmate which I met with in the
floop | was in, I ,got my things into.the boat,
end wept on board the Indian Quegn, “July
the 1oth. A few days after -1 was there, we
got all things ready and failed ;-but again, to
my great mortification, this-veffel flll -went
to_the fouth, mearly as far.as Carthagena,
trading along the coaft, inftead.of going to
Jamaica, -as the captain had promifed me
and, what was worft of zll, he was a very
cruel and bloody-thinded magp, :and-was a
diorrid-blifphemer. Amongothers, hehadn
white_ pilot, one Stoker, wham he beat often
as {everely as he-did fome hegroes he had on
board. One night in;particular, after;he had
. beaten this man moft cruelly, he put him inte
the boat, and made two negroes row him to a
defolate key, or {thall ifland ; and he loaded
two.piftols; and iwore bitterly that he would
fhoot the :negroes if they brought .Staker
on board again. There was not .the leaft
doubt but that: he would do:as; hreifasd, . and
¢he two poor. fellows .were obliged to: obey
_the cruel . mandate; but,-when-the -captain
was afleep, theitwo negroes took a blanKer,
at the nfgue. of -their lives, :and .carried 1t
to the unforwunate Stoker, which, 1. believe
was the means of iaving his life fmrd e aar
soyance of infe&ts. A great deal of entreaty
was
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wwis ufed with the captain the next day, be-
‘fore he would confent to let Stoker come oh
‘board ; and when the poor man was brouglhit
.on board he was very ill, from his fituation
during the night, and he remained‘fo till he
‘was drowned a little time after. As we failed
fouthward ‘'we came to ‘many uninhabited
iflands, “which "were overgrown with ‘fine
large cocoa-nut trees. As I was very much
‘in warit of ptovifions, T brought ‘a‘boat toad
of the nuts on ‘board, which lafted me
and others for feveral ‘weeks, and afforded
us many a delicious repaft in our fcatcity.
One 'day, "before “this, I could net help ob-
iervin% the providential hand of God, that
ever fupplies all our wants, though in the
ways and manner we know not. I had
been a whole day without food, and made
fignials for boats to’come off, but in vain,
I ‘therefore eatriéflly prayed ‘to God for
relief in my need; and at the clofe of the
evening 1 went off the deck. Juftas I laid
“down I heard a noife on the deck; and, not
knowing what it meant, I went direltly on
the deck again, when what thould I fee but a
fine large fith, about feven'or eight pounds,
which'had jumped aboard ! I took it, and ad-
mired, with thanks, the good hand of God;
“and what I ‘confidered as mot lefs extraordi-
nary, the-captain, who was very avaricious,
~ did
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did not attempt to take it from me, there bz
ing only him and I on board; for the re
_were all gone afhore trading. Sometimes the
people did not come off for fome days: this
ufed to fret the captain, and then he would:
went his fury en me by beating me, or mak-
ing me feel in other cruel ways. One day
.efpecially, in this wild, wicked, and mad ca-
reer, after (triking me .everal times with dif.
ferent things, and once dcrofs my mouth,.
.even with a red burning ftick out of the
fire, he got a barfel of gunpowder on the
‘deck, and fwore that he would ‘blow up the:
veflel. 1| was then at my wits end, and
.earneltly prayed to God to direct 'me. The
.head” was out of the barrel; and the cap-
tain took a lighted ftick out of the fire to
blow himfelf and me up, becaufe there was.
a veffel then in fight coming in, which ke
‘fuppofed was a Spanifh Guarda Cofta, and
he was afraid of falling into -their hands.
Sceing, this, I got an ake, unnoticed by
him, and placed myfelf between him and
‘the powder, having refolved in myfelf, as
foon as he attempted to put the fire in the
‘barrel, to chop him down that inftant. I was
more than an hour in this fituatien; during
which be ftruck me often, ftill keeping the
fire in his hand for this wicked purpofe. I
really fhould have thought myfelf jultifiable
. : in
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in any bther part of the world if I had killed
bim, ‘and: prayed .to God,. who gave me a
‘mind which refted {olely:on himpfelf. I prayed
for refignation, that his will might be done :
-and the: following two portions, of his holy
ward, which occurred to my mind, buoyed
up my. hope, and kept me from taking the
life of this wicked man, ¢ He hath deter-
.¢ mined the times before appointed, 'and fet
* bounds to our habitatipps,” A&s xvii. 26.
-‘And, ¢ Who is there among you that feareth
-¢ the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his fer-
¢ vant, that walketh in darknefs and hath ne
£ light? let himtruft in the name of the Lord,
.and ftay upon his God,’"Ifaiah 1. 10. And
¢his,: by the graee of God, I was enabled to
«do. . I.found him a prefent help in the time
of need, and the captain’s fury began to {ub-
fide as the night approached : but I found,

& That he who cannot ftem his anger’s tide,
. ¢ Dotha wild 'horfg without a bridle ride."

The next morning”we difcovered that the
veffel which had caufed fuch-a fury in the
captain was_an Englith floop. They foon
came to an . anchor where we were, and, to
my no fmall {urprife, L learned , that Dr. Ir-
vipg was on, hoard,of heron his way from the
Mulquit thore;te; Jamapicay;,. I was for, going -,
PR o “‘immcdxatcly

~l
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immediately to fee this old mafterand friend,
but the captain would not fuffer me- to leave
the veflel. { then informed the Do&or, by
letter, how 1 was treated, and begged that
he would take me oat of the floop : but he
informed me that it was not in his power, as
he was a pafienger himafelf ; but he fem me
fome rum and fugar for my own ufe. I now
learned that, afier I had left the eftate which
1 managed for this gentleman on the Muf-
quito [hore, during which the flaves were
well fed and cemtortable, 'a white overieer
bad fupplied my place : this man, thneugh
inhudnanity a6id ill-jodged avarice, beat and
cut the poor Mwves molt -unmercifully ; and
the coniRquence was, that Twery one got into
 Jarge Puriogun canee, ‘amd endeavoured 1o
cfcape ; 'but, not knowipg where 8o go, or
how to manage the canoe, they were. all
drowned.; in confequence of which the Doc-
tor’s plantation was left uncultivated, and he
was now returning to Jamaica to purchafe
more flaves and ftock 1t agam. -~

On the 14thof O&dber, the Indian'Queen
arrived at Kingfton in Jamaica. When we
were unloaded | demanded my wages, which
amounted to eight pounds five {hillings fter-
ling ; but Captain ‘Baker refuted to give me
onc farthing, - althongh .it ‘was the- harde%
' carnc



[ e 1

carned money I ever worked for in my life.
I found out Dr. Irving upon this, and ac.
quainted him of the captain’s knavery. He
did all he could to help meto get my money;
and we went to every magiftrate in Kingfton
{and there were qnine), but they all refufed to
do any thing for me, and'faid my oath could
not be admiteed againft a white man. Not
was this all ; for Baker threatened that he
would beat me feverely if he could catch me,
for attempting to demand my money ; and
this he would have done; {)ut I got, by
wmeans of Dr. Irving, under ‘the provection
~of Capt. Douglas, of the Squirrel man of
war. | 'thoug‘%t this exceeding hard fage ;
though fincteed I found it to be too much the
Pra&rce there to pay free negro men for theik
{aboar in this manner. B
" ‘One day 1 went with‘a free negro tailor,
fwmed Joe Diamond,to one Mr. ‘Cochran,
who was tndebred to him fome vriftmg fum s
and the man, not being able to get his mo-
ney, began to murmur. The other imme-
diately took a horfe-whip to pay him with it;
but by the help of a good pair of heels, the
tailor got off. Such oppreflions as thefe
made me feek fora veflel to get off the ifland
as faft as [ could : and, by the mercy of God,
I found a thip in November bouad for ﬁng-
o : nd, -
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Lind, when I embarked witha convoy, after
having taken a laft farewell of Dr. Irving.
When | left Jamaica he was employed 1n
refining fugars ; and offered me a place, but
I refuled. And fome months after my ar-
rival in England I learned, with much for=-
row, that this my amiable friend was dead,
owing to his. having eaten fome poifoned fith.
W e had many heavy gales of wind in our
paflage ; in the courfe of which no material
accident occurred, except that an American
privateer, falling in witg the fleet, was cap-
tured, and fet fire to by his Majefty’s thip.
the Squirrel. -
~ On January the feventh, 1777, we arrived:
at Plymouth. 1 was happy once more ta.
tread upon Englifh ground ; and, after paff~
ing {ome little time at Plymouth and Exeter,
among fome pious.friends, whom.I was hap~
p{ to fee, I went to London, with a heart re-
plete with thanks ta God for paft mercies.

CHAP.
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CHAP. ’XII

Dzﬁ'er ent tranfaliions of the autbaz s life txll
- the prefent time—His application to the late
Bifbop of Lundon to be appointed a miffion-

ary to Africa—Some account of bis fhare in

" the coudult of the late expedition to Sierra
Leona— Petition to the Queen ——Hz: mar~’

' rmge—-—Conc/nyfax. :

Such wete the various fcencs whmh I was'
a witnefs to, and the fortune I experienced
until the year 1777. Since that period, my
life has been more uniform, and the incidents
of it fewer than in any other equal number of
years preceding; I therefore baften to the,
conclufion of a narrative, which I fear the
reader may think already fufficiently tedlous.
I had fuffered Yo many impofitions in my:
commercial tranfa&ions in différent parts of
the world, that I became heartily difgufted
with the feafaring life, and was determined
not to retura to it at leaft for fome time. -
therefore once more engaged in fervice thortly
after my return, and continued for the moﬂ:
part in this fituation until 1784.
Soon after ‘my arrival in London, [ faw a
tenarkable cxrcumﬁancc relative to African
‘ complcxson,
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" complexion, which I thought {o extraordinary
that I beg leavq juft to mention it: A white
negro woman, that I had formerly feen in
London and other parts, had married a white
maq, by whom (he had three boys, and they
were every one mulattoes, and yet they had
fine light hair. In 1779, I ferved Governor
Macnamara, who had heen a confiderable
time on the coaft of Africa. In the time of
my fervice I ufed to atk frequently other fer-
vants to join me in family prayer; but this
only excited their mockery. - However the
Governor underftanding that I was of a re-
ligious turn, withed to know what religion .
was of ; I told him I was a proteftant of the
church of England, agreeable to the thirty-
nine articles of that church ; and that whom-
foever I found to preach according to that
doétrine, thofe I would hear. A few days
after this we had fome more difcourfe on the
fame fubje& ; when he faid he would, if 1
chofe, as he thought I might be of fervice in
converting my countrymea to the Gofpel-
faith, get me fent out as a miffionary to Afri-
ca. 1 at firft refufed going, and told him
bow I bad been ferved on a like occafion by
fome white people the laft voyage 1 went to
Jamaica, when I attempted, (if it were the
will of God) to be the means of converting
the Indiaa prince ; and faid I fuppofed th;:y
‘ would
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would ferve me worfe than Alexander the
copperfmith did St. Paul, if I thould attempt
to go amongft them in Africa. He told me
“not to fear, for he would apply to the Bifho
of Loondon to get me ordained. On thefe
~terms I confented to the Governor’s propo-
fal to go to Africa, in hope of doing good, if
poffible, amongft my countrymen; fo, in
order to have me fent out properly, we im-
mediately wrote the following letters to the
late Bithop of London : :

Yotbe Right Reverend Father in God, RogerT,
_ " Lord Bifbop of London.
The MEMORIAL oF GusTAvus Vassa,
SHEW ETH, '

. THAT your memorialift is a na-
tive of Africa, and has a knowledge of the
manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants of
that country.

That your memorialift has refided in dif-
ferent parts of Europe for twenty-two years
laft paft, and embraced the Chriftian faith
in the year 1759. :

- Thatyour memprialift js defirous of return.
ing to Africa as a miffiopary, if encouraged
by your Lordfhip, in hopes of being able ta
prevail on his countrymen to become Chrifs
tians ; and your memorialift is the more in-
duced to undersgke the fame from the fuc-
s 1 ' G
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cels that has attended the like undertakings
when encouraged by the Portuguefe through
their different. fettlements on - thie coait of
Africa, and alfo by the Dutch: both govern-
ments encouraged the blacks, who by their
education are qualified to undertake the fame,

and are found more proper.than European -
clergymen, unacquainted with the language

and cuftems of the country.. . . -

* Your memorialift’s only motive for folicit-
ing the office of a miflionary is, that he may
be a means, under God, of reforming his
countrymengand perfuading them to embrace
the Chuiftian religion. ~ Therefore your me-
fnorialit humbly prays your Lordihip’sen-
couragement and {upport in the undertaking.
S GUSTAVUS VASSA.

At Mr. Guthiic’s, Tailor, - -

No. 17; Hedge-lane, - 2 «

- My:Lorp, T have refided near feven years
on the coaft of Africa, for moft part of the
fime- &3 'commanding officer. From .the
knowledge I bave of the country and its in<
habitayies) I am -intlined to think that the
within pldti will ‘be attended with great fiic-
¢efs, if countenanced’ by your Lordthip. [ -
beg leave further to reprefént to your Lord-
fhip, that the like attempts; when en¢ouraged
by other governments; have me¢ With>un-

- 3 { common

B

k



-

[‘337 ]

common fuccefs; and at this very time I know
a very refpeltable charaéter, a black prieft,at
Cape Coaft Caftle. I know the within-named
Guftavus Vafla, and believe him a moral good
man. I have the honour to be, ’
My Lord, :
Your Lordfhip’s

humble and obedient fervant,
Grove, 11th March, 1779.

MATT. MACNAMARA.
This letter was alfo accompanied by the
- following from Dr. Wallace, who had re-
fided in Africa for many ycars, and whofe
‘{cntiments on the fubjeét of the African mif-
fion were the fame with Governor Macna-
mara’s: - e .
- My Lorp, Maich 13, 1779.
' I have refided near five vears in
" Sencgambia, on the coaft of Africa, and have
<Jad the honour of filling very confiderable
“employments in that province. Ido approve
of the within plan, and think the undertak-
ing very laudable and proper, and that it de-
ferves'your Lordfhip’s protettion and encou-
ragement, in which cafe it muft be attended
with the intended fuccefs. I am, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s . '
humble and obedient fervant,
- THOMAS WALLACE.
r With
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‘With thefe letters I waited on the Bifhop,
by the Governor’s defire, and prefented them
to his Lordfhip. He received me with much
condefceniion and politenefs; but, from fome
certain fcruples of delicacy, and faying the Bi-
fhops were not of opinion in fending a new
miflionary to Africa, he declined to ardain
me

My fole motive for thus dwelling on this
tranfation, or inferting thefe papers,-is -the
opinion which gentlemen of fenfe and educa-
tion, who are acquainted with Africa, enter-
tain of the probability of converting the inha-
bitants of it to the faith of Jefus Chrift, if the
attempt were countenanced by the legiflature.

Shortly after this I left the Govgrnor, and
ferved a nobleman in the Dorfetfhire militia,
with whom I was encamped at Coxheath for
fome time; but the operations there were too.
minute and unintere[‘t)ino to make a detail .

In the year 1783, I vifited eight counties
in Wales, from motives of curiofity. While
I was in that part of the country, I was led to
go down into a coal-pit in Shropfhire, but my
curiofity nearly coft me my life ; for while I
_ wasin the pit the coals fell in, and buried one
poor man, who was not far from me: upon
this I got out as faft as I could, thinking the
furface of the earth the fafeft part of it. ‘

In the fpring of 1784, I thought of viﬁtiorig
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o}d ocean again. In confequence of this [
- embarked as fteward on board a fine pew
fhip called the London, commanded by Mar-
tin Hopkins, and failed for"New York, I
admired this city very much; it is lasge and
well-built, and abounds with provifions. of
all kinds. =~ , L SN
Our fhip having got laden, we returned
to London in January 1785, When the was
ready again for-another voyage, the ¢aptain
being an agre¢able man, 1 failed, with him
from hence in the {pring; Ma¢§;1 1785, for
Philadelphia. On the sth of April we took
our departure from- the land’s end, with'a
pleafant gale; and, about nine o'clack that
night the moon fhone bright, and the {ca. was
{maoth, while our fhip was .going free by the
wintiat the rate of about fourof%w; miles an
hour.—At this time another /{hip was going
nearly as faft as we on the oppofite point,
meefing us right in the teeth,” yet nobe on
board obferved either. thip until we"ffruZ}(
each other forcibly head and head, to the a-
flonifhment and confternation of both crews.
‘She did us much damage, but I believe we did
hér more; for when we paffed by each other,
which we did very quickly, they called tous to
bring to, and heift out our boats, buf we had
-engugh to do to mind ourfefves; and in about
gight minutes we faw no more of her. We
o ' P2 refitted
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efitted as well as we could the next day,and
‘proceeded on our voyage, and in May arrived
at Philadelphia. v .

I'wds very glad to fee this favourite old

town ornce more; and my pleafure was much
increafed in feeing the -worthy Quakers, free-
ing and eafing the burthens 6f many of my
opprefled African brethrep. It rejoiced my
heart when one of thefe friendly people took
me to fee a free-fchool they had erefted for
every denomination of black people, whofe
minds ate cultivated here, dnd forwarded to
virtue; and thus they are made ufeful mem-
bers of the tommunity. Does not the fuccefs
of this pra&tice fay loudly to the planters, in
the language of {cripture—“ Go ye, and do
““ likewife?” - S

'In Oftober 1783, I was accompanied by
fome'of the Africans, and prefented thr§ ad-
drefs of fhahks to the gentlemencalled Friends
or Quakérs, in  Whitehart:court, Lombard-
ftreet: 7. ‘ S '

“ GENTLEMEN, . ,
e “ By reading your book, intitled, ‘A
“Catition to Great Britain and her Colonies,
¢oncernitig the Calamitous State of the en-
{laved': Negroes, We, part of the poor, op-
préfied; needy, and miuch degraded negrogs,
“defir¢’to' approagh you, with thls addrefs of
‘thank¥, “with ou?”inmoft love and ‘warmeft
) bt acknow-
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acknowledgments; and with the deepeft fenfe
of your benevolence, unwearied labour, and
kind interpofition, towards breaking the yoke
of flavery, and to adminifter a little comfort,
and eafe to thoufands and tens of thoufands
of very grievoufly affliéted and too heavy
burthened negroes. ‘

“ Gentlemen, could you, by perfeverance, at
laft be enabled, under God, to lighten in any
degree the heavy burthen of the aflicted, no .
doubt it would, in fome meafure, be the pof.
fible means, under God, of faving the fouls of -
many of the oppreflors; and if fo, fure we are
that the God, whofe eyes are ever upon all
his creatures, and always rewards every trae
alt of virtue, and regards the prayers of the
opprefled, will give to you and yours thofe "
bleffings which it is not in our power to ex-
prefs or conceive, but which we, as a part of”’
thofe captivated, opprefled, and affli¢ted peo-
ple, moft earneftly with and pray for.”

Thefe gentlemen received us very kindly,
with a promife to exert themfelves on behalf
of the opprefled Africdns, and we parted.

- While in town, I chanced once to be invit-
ed toa Quaker’s wedding. The fimple and
yet expreflive mode ufed at their folemniza-
tions is worthy of note. The following is the
true form of it: , , ,
- Near the clofe of a meeting for svorfhip,-
T P3 wherein
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wherein there are frequently feafonable ex-
hortations from fome of their minifters, the
bride and bridegroom ftand up, and, taking
cach other by the hand. in a folemn manner,
the man audibly declares to this purpofe:

“ Friends, in the fear of the Lord, and be-
fore this affembly, I take this my friend. M.
N. to be my wife ; promifing, through divine
afliftance, to be unto her a loving and faithful
- hufband, until it fhall pleafe the Lord by
dGeath to feparate us:” and the woman makes
the like declaration. Then the man and wo-
man fign their names to the certificate; and
as many witnefles as haveamind. - | had the
honour to fubfcribe mine to a certificate in
Whitcheart-Court, Lombard-Street. This
mode I highly recommend.

We returned to London in Auguft, and
our {hip not going immediately to fea, I fhip-
ped as a fteward in an American thip called
the Harmony, Captain John Willett, and left
London in March 1786, bound to Philadel-
phia. Eleven days after failing, we carried
our foremaft away. We had nine weeks
paffage, which caufed our trip not to fucceed
_ well, the market for our goads proving bad;
and, to make it worfe, my commander began,
to pldy me the like tricks as others too oﬁeu‘
pragﬁfe on free negroesin the Weft Indies.
Byt, I thank Ged, I found many friends hehre

who
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who in fome meafure prevented him. " On my
return to London in Auguft,I was very agree-
ably furprifed to find, that the benevolence of
government had adopted the plan of fomer
philanthropic individuals, to fend the Africans
from hence to their native quarter, and that
fome veflels were'then engaged to carty thexr
¢ to Sierra Leona; an aét which redounded to
the honour of all concerned in its-promotion,
and filled me with prayers and much rejoicing:.
There was then in the city a felect committee
of gentlemen for the black poor, to fome of
whom I had the honour of being known; and.
as foon as they heard of my arrival, they fent
for me to the commiitee. When I came.
there, they informed me of the intention of
government; and, as they feemed to think me-
qualified to fuperintend part of the undertak-
ing, they atked me to go with the black poor
to Africa. I pointedout to them many objec-
tions to my going; and particularly I expref
fed fome difficulties on the account of the
flave-dealers, as I would certainly oppofe their
traffic in the human fpecies by every meansin.
my power. However, thefe objetions were:
over-ruled by the gentlemen of the committee,
who prevailed on me to confent to go ; and re-
commended me to the Honourable Commif-
floners of his Majefty’s Navy, as a proper per-
fon to att as. commiffary for government in the
: mtended:
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intended expedition ; and they accordingly ap-
pointed me,in November 1786, to'that office,
and gave me fufficient power to aét for the
government .in the capacity of commiffary;
having reccived my warrant and the follow-
Ing oraer ; '

B the principal Officers and Commiffioners of bis”

Majefty’s Navy.

WHEREAS you are direted, by our war-
rant of the 4th of laft month, to receive into
your charge, from Mr. Jofeph Irwin, the fur-
plus provifionsremaining of what was provid-
cd for the voyage, as well as the provifions for
tl:ie fupport ¢f the black poor, after the land-
irgat Sierra Leona, with the clothing, tools,
ard all other articles provided at government’s
expence; and as the provifions were laid in at
the rate of two monthsfor the voyage, and for
four months after the landing, but the number
embarked being fo muchlefs than we expeét-
ed, whereby there may be a confiderable fur-
plus of provifions; clothing, &c. thefe are,
1n addition to former orders, to direét and re-
quire you to appropriateor difpofe of fuch fur-
plus to the beft advantage you can for the be-
nefit of government,keeping and rendering.to
us a faithful account of what you do therein.

"And for your guidance in preventing any white
perfons going, who are not intended to have
theindulgenceof being carried thither,we fend

you
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you ‘herewith a lift of thofe recommended by
the committee for the black poor, as proper
perfons to be permitted to embark, and ac-
quaint you that you are not to fuffer any
others to go who do not produce a certificate’
from the committee for the black poor, of their
having their permiffion for it. For which
this {hall be your warrant. Dated at the Na-
vy Office, January 16, 1787. - S

--To Mr. Guftavus Vaffa, Com- - J. Hinsrow,
miffary “of Provifions§ and Geo. MarsH,
Stores for the Black Poor to W. PaLMER.”

Sierra Leona. ‘
. I proceeded immediately to the executing
of my duty on board the veflcls deftined for
the voyage, where I continued till the March

- following. . ~ :
During my continuance in the employment
of government I was ftruck with the flagrant
abufes committed by the agent, and endea-
voured to remedy them, but without effett.
One inftance. among many which I could pro-
duce, may ferve as a fpecimen. Government
had o¢rdered.to be previded all neceffaries
{flops, as they are cailed, incjuded) for 750
perfons ; however, not being, able. to mufter
moye than 426, ,L,y»’as;ordgreg, to fend the fu-
{))crﬂuous, flops, &¢. to the king’s ftores at
ortﬁnéd'tpgrfb‘lgf;‘_'\zvhcn I demanded them for
that p‘urquékfrq‘mt_hc agent, itappeared tiley
o 1ad
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had ‘never been bought, thiough paid for by-
government. But that was not all; govern-
ment were not the only obje&ls of peculation;-
thefe poor people fuffered infinitely more ;
their accommodations were moit wretched ;.
niany of them wanted beds, dand many more
clothing and other neceffaries. - For the truth
of this, and much more, I do not feek credit:
from my own affertion. Tappeal to the tefti-
mony of Capt. Thompfon, of the Nautilus,
who convoyed us, to whom I applied in Fe-
bruary 1787 for a remedy; when I'had remon-
ftrated to the agent in vain, and even brought
" him to be a witnefs of the injuftice and op-

preffion] had complained of *. I appeal alfo to
. # letter written by thefe wretched people, fo

early as the beginning of the preceding Jan-
iary, and publithed in the Morning Herald,
on the féurth of that month, figned by twenty
of their chiefs. -~ - : '

I could not filently fuffer governmient to be
thus cheated, and my countrymen plundéred
and oppréffed, and even left deftitute of the
neceflariés for almoft their exiftence. I there-
fore informed the Commiffioners of the Navy
of the agent’s proecéeding ; but my difmiffion
was foon after procured bythe unjuft meansof

# He then told the agent before me, (hé was informed b

Mr. Steele,M.P. that the faid expedition had coft 33,000l.
and he defired that the things might bt had, . * -

, Samuel
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Samuel Hoare, banker * in the city; and he
moreover, empowered the fame agent to re-
ceive on board, at the government expence,
a number of perfons as paflengers, contrary
to the orders I received. By this I fuffered a-
confiderable lofs in my property: however,
the Commiffioners were fatisfied with my con~
du&t, and wrote to Capt. Thompfon, expref-
ﬁn% their approbation of it. .
hus provided, they proceeded on their’
voyage; and at laft, woin out by treatment,
perhaps, not the moft mild, and wafted by
. ficknefs, brought on by want of medicinc,
clothes, bedding, &c. they reached Sierra
Leona juft at the commencement of the rains:
At that feafon of the year it is impoffible to .
cultivate the lands; their provifions therefore
were exhaufted before they could derive any
benefit from agriculture ; and it is nof furprif-
ing that many, efpecially the Lafcars, whofe
conftitutionsarevety tender,and who had been
cooped up in thips from Oétober to June,and
accommodated in the manner I have men-
tioned, thould be fo wafted by their comfine-
ment as not long to furvive it. .
Thus ended my part of the- long-talked of

* Witnefs Thomas Steele, Efq: M.P. of the Treafury,-
“and Sir Charles Middleton,Bart.&c. I{hould publicly have
expofed him, (even in writing falfely of me laft March)
wereit notout of refpeét to the worthy Quakersandothers.

€X=
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cxpedition to Sierra Leona ; an expedition

which, however unfortunate in the event, was

humane and politic in its defign, nor was its
failure owing togovernment; every thing was
done on their part; but there was evidently
fufficient mifmanagement attending the con-
duét and -execution of it to defeat its fuccefs.

I fhould not have been fo ample in"my ac-

count of this tranfaltion, had not the fhare I

bore in it been made the fubjett of partial ani-

madverfion, and even my difmiffion from my
employment thought worthy of being made,
by Eloare and others, matterof public triumph.

The motive which might influence any perforr

to defcend to a petty conteft with an obfcure

African,and to {eek gratification by his depref-

fion, perhaps it isnot proper here to inquire

into or relate, even if its deteftion were necef-
fary to my vindication*; but I thank Heaven
it is not. I wifh to ftand by my own integrity,
and not to fhelter myfelf under the impropri-
ety of another; and I truft the behaviour of
the Commiffioners of the Navy to me entitle
me to make this affertion; for after I had been
difmiffed, March24,I drew upamemorial thus;

Tv the Right Henourable the Lords Commiffionérs

of bis Majefly’s Treafury..

The Memcrial and Petition of GusTAVUS VAs-
SA,~a black man, late Commiffary to the Black.
Poor going to AFRICA. ‘

* Sce the Public Advertifer, July 14, 1787,

’lr o)
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HUMBLY SHEWETH, : _ :

. Tuart your Lordfhips’ memorialift
was, by ths Honourable the Commiffioners of
his Majefty’s Navy, on the 4th of December
laft, appointed to the above employment by
warrant from that board;

That he accordingly proceeded to the exe-
cution of his duty on board of the Vernon,
being one of the flips appointed to proceed
to Africa with the above poor ;

That your memorialift, to his great grief
and aftonithment, received a letter of difmif-
fion from the Honourable Commiflioners of
the Navy, by your Lordfhips’ orders :

That, confcious of ‘l¢wing afted with the
moft perfect fidelity and the greateft afliduity
in di(%harging the truft repofed in him, he 1s-
altogether at a lofs to conceive the reafons of
_ your Lordthips’ having altered the favourable
opinion you were pleafed to conceive of him,
fenfible that your Lordfthips would not pro-
ceed to fo fevere a meafure without fome ap-
parent good caufe; he therefore has every rea-
fon to believethathis conduéthas been grofsly
mifreprefented to your Lordfhips, and he is
the more confirmed in his- apinion, becaufe,
by oppofing meafures of others concerned in
the fame expedition, which tended to defeat
your Lordthips’ humane intentions, andto
‘put the government to a very confidcrable

. ‘ ad-
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additional expence, he created a number of
enemies, whofe mifreprefentations, he has too’
much reafon to believe, laid the foundation
of his difmiffion. Unfupported by- friends,
and unaided by the advantages of a liberal’
education, he can only hope for redrefs from
the juftice of his caunfe, in addition to the
mortification of having been removed from
his employment, and the advantage which
he reafonably might have expefted to have
derived therefrom. He has had the misfor-
tune to have funk a confiderable part of his
fittle property in fitting himfelf out, and in
other expences arifing out of his fituatien, an.
account of which kthere annexes. Your
memorialift will not trouble' your Lordfhips
with a vindication of any part of his conduét,
becaufe he knows not of what crimes he is-
accufed ; he, however, earneftly entreats that
you will be, pleafed to direét an inquiry into-
his behaviour during the time he atted in the
public fervice ; and, if it be found that his dif~
miffion arofe from falfe reprefentations, he is
confident that in your Lordfhips’ juftice he-
fhall find redrefs.
. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays
that your Lordfhips will take his cafe into
confideration, and that you will be pleafed to
order payment of the above referred to ac-
count, amounting te . 32l. 4s. and alfo the
- wages

1 -
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wages ‘intended, which is moft humbly fub-
mitted. ~ London, May 12, 1787. .
The above petition was delivered into the,
hands of thew Lordfhips, who were kind
engugh, in the fpace of fome few months af-
terwards, without hearing, to order me gol. .
fterling—-that is 181. wages for the time (up-
wards of four months) I ated a faithful part
in their fervice—Certainly the fum is more -
than a free negro would have had in the weft~
ern colonies!!! ,
~-From that period to the prefent time my
life has paffed in an even tenor, and great
part of my ftudy and attention has been ta
aflift in the caufe of my much injuried coun-
trymen. .
March the 21ft, 1788, I had the honour of
prefenting the Queen with a petition on be-
half of my African brethren, which was re-
ceived moft gracioufly by her Majefty*;
To the QUEEN’s Moft Excellemt Majefty.
Mapam, ’

Y our Majefty’s well known benes
volence and humanity embolden me to ap-
proach your royal prefence, trufting that the
obfcurity of my fituation will not prevent your
Majefty from attending to the fufferings for
which 1 plead.

* At the requeft'of fome of my moft particular friends
I take the liberty of -inferting it hege. -
* B . a
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Yet I do not folicit your royal pity for my"
own diftrefs: my fufferings, although numer-
ous, are in a meafure forgotton. I ?upp]icate_
your Majefty’s campaflion for millions of my
African countrymen, who groan under ghe
lath of tyranny in the Weft Indies.

The oppreffion and cruelty exercifed to the-
unhappy negroes there, have atlengthreached
the Britith legiflature, and they are now deli-
berating on its redrefs; even feveral perfons
of property in flaves in the Weft Indies have
petitioned parliament againft its continuance,
fenfible that it is as impolitic as it is unjuft
and what is inhuman muft ever be unwife.

Your majefty’s reign has been hitherto
diftinguifhed by private alts of benevolence
and bounty; furely the more extended the mi-
fery is, the greater claim it has to your Ma-
jefty’s compaffion, and the greater muft be
your majefty’s pleafure in adminiftering to-its
relief. ‘ , ‘

I prefume, therefore, gracious Queen, td
implore your interpofition with your royal
confort, in favour of the wretched Africanss
that, by your Majefty’s benevolent influence,
a period may now be put to their mifery;
and that they may be raifed from the condi-
tion of brutes, to which they.are at.prefent
degraded, to the rights and fituation of ‘men,
and be admitted-to phrtak&@ﬂthﬁ'blcﬁingi;]qf
Lo I is
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his Majefty’s happy government; fo fhall’
your Majefty enjoy the heart-felt pleafure of
procuring happinefs to millions, and be re-:
warded in the grateful prayers of themfelves,
and of their pofterity. :

And may the all-bountiful Creator fhower
on your Majefty, and the Royal Family, every
blefling that this world can afford, and every
fulnefs of joy which divine revelation has
promifed us in the next.

I am your Majefty’s moft dutiful and

devoted fervant to command, .

GUSTAVUS VASSA,

The opprefled Ethiopian,-
No. 53, Baldwin's-Gardens, .

The negro confolidated at, made by the
afembly of Jamacia laft year, and the new
att of amendment now in agitation there, con-
tain a proof of the exiftence of thofe charges
that have been made againft the planters re-
lative to the treatment of their flaves. '

I hope to have the fatisfaétion of feeing
the renovation of liberty and juftice, refting
on the Britith government, to vindicate the
honour of our common nature.. Thefe are
concerns which do not perhaps belong to any
particular office: but, to fpeak more feri-
cufly, to every man of fentiment, actions like
thefe are the juft and fure foundation of fu-
ture fame; a reverfion, though remote, is co-

veted
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veted by fome noble minds as a fubftantiak
good. It is upon thefe grounds that I hope
and expett the attention of gentlemen in pow-
er. ‘Thefe are defigns confonant to the cle-
vation of their rank, and the dignity of - their
fations; they are ends fuitable to the na-
turc of a free and generous government; and,
conncéted with views of empire and do-
minion, f{uited to the benevolence and folid
merit of the legiflature. It is a purfuit of fub~
ftantial greatnefs. May the time come—at"
lcaft the fpeculation to me is pleafing—when
the fable people thall grateﬁlly commemo-
* rate the aufpicious xra of extenfive freedom:
then fhall thofe perfons* particularly be
named with praife and honour, who gene-
roufly propofed and ftood forth in the caufe:
of humanity, liberty, and good pelicy; and:
brought to the ear of the legiflatuse defigns
worthy of royal patronage and adoption.. May
Heaven make the Britith fenators the dif~
perfers of light, liberty and fcience, to the
uttermoft parts of the earth: then will be
glory te God in the higheft, on earth peace,
and good-will to men.—~Glory, honour, peace,
&c. to every foul of man that worketh good ;

* Granville Sharp, Efq; The Rev. Thomas Clarkfon;.
the Rev. James Ramfey; our approved friends, men ofi
virtue, are an honour to their country, ornamental to
human nature, happy in themfelves, and benefaors to
wnankind ! .
E ta
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to the Britons firft, (becaufe to them the gof-
pel is preached), and alfo to the nations..
* Thofe that honour their Maker have mercy
“ on the poor.” ¢It is righteoufnefs exalteth
¢ a nation, but {in is a reproach to any people:
¢ deftru€tion fhall be to the workers of ini-
‘< quity, and the wicked fhall fall by theis
¢ own wickednefs.” May the bleflings of the
Lord be upon the heads of all thofe who com-
- miferated the cafes of the oppreffed negroes,.
and the fear of God prolong their days; and
may their expe&tations be filled with gladnefs L
¢ The liberaF devife liberal things, and by li-
¢ beral things fhall ftand,” Ifaiah xxxii, 8.
They can fay with pious Job, ‘Did not Iweep
¢ for him that was in trouble; -Was not my
¢ foul grieved for the poor?” Job xxx. 23.
As the iahuman traffic of flavery is now
taken into the confideration of the Britifh le-
giflature, I doubt not, if a {yftem of commerce
was eftablifhed in Africa, the demand for ma-
nufa&tureswould moft rapidly augment, asthe
native inhabitants would infenfibly adopt the-
Britifh fathions, manners, cuftoms, &c. In -
proportion. te the civilization, fo will be the
confumption of Britith manufaétures.

. The wear and tare of a continent, nearly
twice as large as Europe, and rich.in vege-
table and mineral produétions, is much eagen-

. conceived than calculated.
e A cafe
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A cafe in point.—It coft the Aborigines of
Britain little or nothing in clothing, &c. The
difference between their forefathers and the
prefcnt eneration, in point of confumption,
15 literally infinite. The fuppofition is moft
obvious. It will be equally immenfe in Afri-
ca.—The fame caufe, viz. civilization, will
cver have the fame effeét.

It is trading upon fafe grounds. A com-
mcreial intercourfe with Africa opens an in-
exhauflible fource of wealth to the manufac-
turing intereft of Great Britain*, and to all
which the flave-trade is an objeétion. ,

~If I am net mifinformed, the manufaétur-.
* ing intereft is equal, if not fuperior to the
landed interefls, as to the value, for reafons
which will foon appear. The abolition of
flavery, fo diabolical, will give a moft rapid
cxtenfion of manufa&tures, which is totally
and diametrically oppofite to what fome inter--
efted people aflert.

"1 he mevufattures of this country muft and
will, in the nature and reafon of things, have

¢ €1 . conftant employ; by;{upplymgthe‘
£ o tharkeis. ' co

* « i . imp Trutty, lately for the new fettlement of Siefra
T.ocr-0 sv Afnca, were 1300 pair of fhoes (an article hitherto
{ 2.2 .own to be exporred to that country ) with feveral others
€4t 1 rew, as articles of exporte  Thus will it not become the

intiefi as well as the duty of every artificer, mechanic, and

tradeiman, publickly to enter their prote@ agaiaf this traffic of -

the humah fpecies? What a ftriking—what a beautiful contratt
is
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“Population, the bowels and furface of Afri-
ca, abound in valu@ble and ufeful returns; the
hidden treafures of centuries will be brought
to light and into circulation. Induftry, en-
terprife; and mining, will have their full
fcope, proportionably as they civilize. ‘Ina
word,. it lays open an endlefs field of com-

“m¥érce to the Britith manufatturers and mer-
chant adverrturer. The manufafturing intereft
and the general interefts are fynonimous. The
abolition of flavery would be in reality an uni-
verfal good. .

Tortures, murder, and every other imagin-
able barbarity and iniquity,are praétifed upon
the poor flaves ' with’ in;f)tmity. T hope the
flave-trade will be abolifthed.. I prayit may

"be an event at hand." The’great body of ma-
“nufalturers, uniting 'in the caufe, will con-
fiderably faciliate and- expedite it; and, as I
have already ftated, it is moft fubftantially
their intereft and advantage, and as fuch the
‘nation’s at large, (except thofe perfons con-
‘cerned in the manufatturing neck-yokes, col-
ars, chains,’ pand—cuﬁ's, leg-bolts, drags,
thumb-fcrews, iron-muzzles, and coffins; cats,

“is heré prefented to’ view, when -compared with' the cargo of a
flave-thip! Every feeling heart indeed fenfibly participates of
the joy, and with a degrce of rapture reads barrels of Aour inftead

"of gunpowder—bifitits and bread inttead of borfebeans—imple-
ments of bufbandyy inftead of guns for deftrution,rapine, and muk-

- der—and: various articles of wuffulnefs are the pleafing. fub-
: fitutes for the torturing thumb-ferew and the galling chain, &c.”

fcourges,
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fcourges, and other inftruments of torture ufed
jn the flave-trade). In a fhort time one fen-
timent alone will prevail, from motives of in-
tereft as well as juftice and humanity. Europe
contains one hundred and twenty millions of
tnhabitants. Query.—How many millions
doth Africa contain? Suppofing the Afrigans, -
colletively and individually, to expendsl. a
head in raiment and furniture vearly when
civilized, &c. animmenfity beyond the reach
of imagination!

This I conceive -to be a theory founded
upon falls, and therefore an infallible one. If
the blacks were permitted to remain in their
own country, they would deuble themfelves
every fifteen years. In proportion to fuch in-
creafe will be the demand for manufatures.
Catton and indigo grow fpontaneouily in moft
parts of Africa; a confideration this of no
1mall cenfequence to the manufuturing towns
of Great Britain. It opensa moft immentfe,
glorious, and happy profpe&t—the clothing,
&c. of a continent ten thoufand miles in cir-
“cumference, and immenfely rich in produc-
“tions of every denomination in return for ma-
nufaflures. : ‘ ’

Since the firft publication of my Narrative,
1 have been in a great variety of fcenes in
_many partsof Great Britain, Ireland, and Scot-
land, an account of which might wellbe added

4 here;



1 359 1

here*; but this would fwell the velume too
much, I thall only obferve in general, that, in
May 1791, 1 failed from Liverpool to Dublin
where I was very kindly received, and from
thence to Cork, and then travelled over many
counties in Ireland. 1 was every where ex-
ccedingly well treated, by perfons of-all ranks.
{ found the people extremely hofpitable, par-
ticularly in Belfaft, where I took my paflage
on board of a veflel for Clyde, on the 29th of
January, andarrived at Greenock on the 3oth.
:Soon after Ireturned to London,where I found
perfons of note from Holland and Germany,
who requefted of me to go there; and I was
glad to hear that an edition of my Narrative
had been primted in both places, aHoin New
York. I remainedin London till ['heard the
debate in the Houfe of Commons on the Slave
Trade, April the 2d and 3d. Ithen went to
Soham in Cambridgefhire, and was married on
the 7th of April to Mifs Cullen, daughter of
James and Ann Cullen, late of Elyt. '
I have only therefore to requeft the reader’s
" #* Viz. Some curiousadventuresbeneath the earth, ina
river in MancheRer,---and a moft aftonifhing one under
the Peak of Derbyfhire---and in Sept. 1792, I went go fa-
thoms down St. Antheny’s Colliery, at Newcaftle, under
the river Tyne, fome hundreds of yards on Durham fide.
+ See Gentleman’s Magazine for April 1592, Lite-
tary and Biographical Magazine and Britith Review for

May 1792, and the Edinburgh Hiftorical Regifter or
Monthly Intelligencer for April 1792,

indul-
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.indulgence, and conclude. I am far from the
vanity of thinking there is any merit in this
Narrative ; I hope cenfure will be fufpended,
when it is confidered that it was written by
one who was as unwilling as unable to adorn
‘the plainnefs of truth by the colourmg of ima-

gination. My lifée and fortune have been ex-

tremely chequered,and my adventuresvarious.

Even thofe I have related are confiderably .

abridged. Ifany incident in this little work
fhould appear uninterefting and trifling to moft
rcaders, 1 can only fay, as my excufe for
mentioning it, that almoft every event in my
life made an impreflion on my mind, and in-
fluenced my conduét. I early accuftomed my
fclf to look at the hand of God in the minuteft
occurrence, and to learn from it a leflon -of
morality and religion; and in this light every
" circumftance I have related was to me of imn-
portance. After all, what makes any event
important, unlefs by it’s obfervation we be-
come better and wifer, and learn ¢ to dojuttly,
‘ to love mercy, and to walk humbly before
¢ God!" To thofe who are poffefled of this
{pirit, there is fcarcely any book or incident fo
trifling that does not afford fome profit, while
to others the expericnce of ages feems of no
ufe; and even to pour out to them the trea-
fures of wifdom is throwing the jewels of in-

truttion away.
- - THE END.
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